[3 Awvaust, 1924.]

have been left unsaid. If the Collier Gov-
ernment wish to keep the group settlement
going, they will give Mr. Angwin a free
band and let him go right ahead and see
what be can do. I am sure Mr. Angwin
will do everything possible for the advance-
ment of the State. I shall not speak on
education to-night. I wish to congratulate
the Leader of this IHouse on holding that
very fine portfolio and I hope that either
when replying to this debate, or when in-
trodueing the Appropriation Bill, he will
tell the House what I now tell the House
from my short experience, that the officers
of the Education Department are men of a
very high standard and are doing marvel-
lous work for the upbringing of the rising
%ineration in Western Australia, Mr.

irwan and Mr. Brown spoke on miming,
and they appear satisfied that they now
bave a Government which will push ahead
the mining industry as no previous Govern-
ment did. However, the Mitehell Govern-
ment assisted mining in every possible way,
g0 far a3 I capn see. They were absolutely
aahsﬁed that the right thing was to reduce
mirning costs as much as possible. They
helped the mine owner and thev helped the
prospector, and they reduced the price of
water., Yet we are told they 4id mnothing
for the induvatry. The proposed Royal Com-
mission on mining may prove a very useful
Commission indeed, What the present Gov-
ernment aim ut, and what the late Govern-
ment aimed at, was to reduce the tariif, so
that machinery might be admitted cheaper
and the industry generally asssisted. It is
to be hoped that through action on the part
of the Federal Government something may
be done to assist mining in Western Aus-
tralia. I have read with great pleasure the
reply given by Mr,. Collier to the deputation
that waited on him yesterday. The reply
was most sympathetic, and I hope the gold-
fields people have something to look forward
to in the way of reduction of freights.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Take some of the taxa-
tion off them.

Hon. J. EWING: I hope that may re-
sult, The hon, member last session did all
he eould to get taxation taken off. I hope
the present Government will do what iz de-
gired in that direction, but I am not highly
sanguine that sueh will prove fo be the case.
Another matter I desire to refer to before
T conclude is the electrical power scheme
which, on manv oceasions, has been before
this House. I bhave on several occasions
failed to carry a motion that Y have sub-
mitted in favour of it, but as water drip-
ping on a stone continually wears away that
stone, so in this case has the subject eventu-
ally claimed attention. The previous Gov-
erument appointed a Commission to investi-
gate the possibilities of the scheme. Mr.
Scaddan had deelared the great bugbear to
be the insufficieney of the water supply. It
has sinee been proved that the Minninup
poenl, which is gigantic in size, contains
gufficient water to meet all requirements,
Mr. Taylor and the members of the Com-
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mission satisfied themselves that there is
ample water in this pool for all purposes,

Hon. A, Lovewin: Only for a small
scheme.

Hon. J. EWING: Oh, no. Mr. Taylor
said that there was more water there than
thure was in Perth.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Is it as good as the
Perth water?

Hon. J, EWING: It is heautiful water.
The amount required for the carrying out
of the scheme is £216,000, and if the col-
lieries are brought together, a proposition
that will be for their own benefit, they will
be able to pay 10 per cent. on the money
invested.

Hon.
scheme,

Hon. J. EWING: It is the nucleus of
the large scheme, It is said that there is
enough water there for every requirement.
The Minister for Railways has already in-
vestigated the matter at Collie and he has
promised that when the money, which is the
important factor, is fortheoming, the Gov-
ernment will take the initial steps. We all
know that no country will succeed unless
it haa cheap power. Cheap ower makes
for the good of the State. In concluding
I can only express regret at the defeat of
the prevous Government. I suppese that is
only natural; but at the same time 1 ex-
tend to the new Government my congratu-
lations and express the hope that under
their management the progress of the State
will continue.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin debate
adjourned.

A, Lovekin: That is the small

Houge adjourned at 5.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER CONSERVATION,
AVON RIVER.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: Has anything been done to earry
into effect the motion tabled by me and
carried by this Honse on the 17th Novem-
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ber, 1920, reading as follows:—'*‘That in
view of the infilux of large numbers ot -
migrants in the near futwre and their part
absorption on closer settlement lines, the
time has arrived when a thorough investi-
gation should be made of the Avon Valley
and Avon River to determine whether the
fine fruit growing lands aleng this valley
ean he utilised tor intemsive culture’’?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: No.

QUESTION—BREAD, PRICE.

Mr. PANTON asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the state-
ment of the secretary of the Master Bakers’
Union published in the ‘' West Australian’’
of the 28th July? 2, If so, will he congider
the appointment of a board to investigate
the proposed increase in the price of bread?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, In-
quiries are heing made. Upon the result
will depend the appointment of a board or
other neeessary action,

RETURN—TRAIN MILEAGE, ALBANY-
KATANNING.

On motion by Mr. A. Wansbrewgh (Al-
bany) ordered: That a return be laid
upon the Table of the House showing:—1,
The total train mileage run between Al-
bany and Xatanning during the wintar
time tabie for the year 1822, 2, The tqtal
amount of awzy from home expenses paid
during such period. 3, The total train mile-
age run over the same sectior during the
winter time table for the year 1823. 4,
The amount of away from home expenses
aid for such period. 5, The saving made,
if any.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.,
Dehate remuped from the 31at Jnly,

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [4.29]: Be-
ing a new member it is not my intention
to inflict a long speech on the House on this
ocepaion. I compliment the Government on
their intention fo appoint a Reyal Commis-
glen to inquire intp the mining industry. Aa
ene who has spent the greatest part of his
life on the goldfields, I believe the Gor-
ernment are pursning a wise course. The
mining industry should ecertainly be shown
a little more sympathetic treatment than it
has reveived in the past. MMembers ean see
for themselves that it is a declining indus.
try and in a few years will be a thing of
the past, unless remething is doune to foster
and revive it. T da not enggest for a
minute that this should be done at the ex-
pence of the man on the Jand. We are here
to legislate for the whole of the State. The
man on the land should receive all posgible

[ASSEMBLY.)

assistance, especially the struggler on the
land, but in return for the assistamee
granted him by the State, he has a duty to
other parts of the State, Take a settler
struggling on the land wtih assistunce from
the ILA.B. I consider it the duty of such
a man, in return for the aesistance he is
receiving from the country, to help to fes-
ter loca) industrivs such as the Btate Imple-
ment Works, where machinjery is wanufae-
tured for the farmers. 1 ww fairly suvre
there his been an organised attempt by
some people in this Stute, who have been
getting a living from the State Government,
to eripple that industry. The T.A.B. peuple
liave purposely turned down requests by
settlers that implements be supplied from
the State works. Although this has not been
dnne straight out, I have information that
any iair-minded man would agree points in
the dirvetion [ have stated. If I had my
way the peaple representing the LAB,
wonld be ‘‘tramped,’’ just as they have
been indirectly responsible for tramping
men out of the State Imploment Works.
Settlers should be allowed to purchase their
implements from the State works and, more-
over, the I.A.K., being a Government insti-
tution, should endeavour to foster the in-
dustry and thus keep money within the
State. I am pleased that the Government
intend to appoint a Royal Commission to
investigate the proup settlements, I had
the plensure of visiting a large number of
group settlements with the Minister a little
while age. TIn my estimation, the land in
the Routh-West is practically the best in
the State. Still, T consider that group set-
tlements could have been started in other
parts of the Btate at far less expense than
will Y'e entaileq in the South-West, If the
lapd along existing lipes had been brought
into use for this purpose, it would bhave
answered equally well and would have been
fay less costly, There is plenty of time to
take in hapd the work of developing the
South-West, and the first of our group sct-
tletnents should have been started on land
less heavily timbered. Tn the next 20 or
30 years I heliove the South-West will he-
come the parden of the State. An inquity
should result in the ocollection of a lot of
information that will be valuable to both
sides of the House, I shounld like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the Min-
ister for Works on having restored the 44-
hont week to the menr that had lost it. Dur-
ing the debate last week some members
ware much enncerned to obtain an assor-
ance from the Government that the 44-hour
week would not he extended to other wark-
ers. Personally I am a little concerned, tao,
and T sincerely hope that the 44-hour prin-
eiple will not te allowed te stop there, but
that in a few years it will be an established
candition for all workmen thronghout the
State. 1 rcongratulate the Government on
having included in their programme of leg-
islation a Pgpir Rents Bill, TIf there is any
place in need of such a measure, it is the
metropelitian area. When the wages of the
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workers are in dispute certain sections of
the people immediately ecall for arbitration,
but when the worker asks for arbitration
in a matter of the landlord’s wapges, those
people raise their bands in holy horror and
say we are interfering with the liberty of
the subject. The landlord’s wages can be
regulated just the same as the worker’s
wapres are regulated in the  Arbitration
Court. 'The measare for State insurance
will also he welcomed by the people of this
Stute.  Then there ure amepdments of the
Workers' Compensation Act and the Arbi-
tration Act, which are long overdue. As to
unemployment, it has been stated pretty
freely Doth juside and outside Y’arliament,
and in the Press, that unemployment is not
existent in Western Australia, One of our
evening pajers recently published a leading
article asserting that uonemployment was
non-existent here except amongst the un-
employable. T would like the editor of that
journa! to come to Fremantle one morning
aml tell the crowd of people waiting there
for work that they are unemplovable, He
would not get home very quickiy after doing
50,  When the Collier Government assumed
oflice, unemployment was rampant in this
State; and it is still bad, although the
present Government have dome a great deal
to remedy the evil. The position must he
tleserihed as still acute. This morning at
Fremantle there were 300 mea in one room
and the corrider outside it clamounring for
employnient, The Government would do
well to puwsh on with all possible public
works so that the men now unemployed may
have the right to obtain the wherewithal
to live. The high prive of bread is another
crueial point with the workers. Within the
Iast few days brend has risen in priee.

Mr, Marshall: But that is not due to the
4d-hour week, is it!

AMr. SLEEMAN: Not at all. For the life
of me 1 eannot sec why bread should now
be at the same price as it was during the
worst periold of the war. A scleet com-
mittee or a Royal (ommission should be
appointed to inquire what is keeping the
price nf bhread so high. Personally I be-
lieve that the solution of the difficnlty is
annther Btate industry. A State flour mill
would overcome the worst part of the evil.
T ddo not for one moment belicve that the
I aker is profiteering. In my opinion the
profiteering  happens  before the  flour
reachea the baker. Again, there is the ex-
orbitant price of meat. Meat and bread
are the two chief articles of food in the
household of the worker. Although I am
quite satisfied that the Minister controlling
the Wyndham Meat Works haa dome every-
thing possible in regard to obtaining sup-
plies of frozen meat for the metropolitan
arca from Wyndham, nevertheless I express
the hope that this season he will start
early and make sure that a plentiful supply
of frozen meat eomes down. I aeknow-
ledge that there are many obstacles in the
way of getting frozen meat from Wyndham
to the metropolitan area during the season

of shortage; that is why 1 throw out the
suggestion. I represent the Fremantle elec-
torate, to which all the undesirable char-
acters are sent from every part of the
State. Hon. members will know that I re-
fer to ‘‘the House on the Hill.”’ I trust
the time is not far distant when 80 per
cent. of the inmates will be removed from
the Fremantle gaol. At least 80 per cenmt,
of tbe inmates are not real eriminals, an,
I vonsider they should mot be there und
lock and key, We are progressing, and we
shonld shortly have something in the pature
of a farm prison, or prison farm, where all
except dangerous criminals could be sent
for retormation. I have been through Fre-
mantle (aol quite recently, and desire to
testify that in my opinicn it is a well con-
ducted institution. I fully recognise thak
dangerous ceriminals should be kept under
loek and key, and I may add that any
prisoner placed on the suggested farm and
not prepared to stay there nnd do his best
shoald also be kept woder lock and key.
Certain newspapers of the State, which up
to a little while ago were anti-Labour, have
latterly been shedding crocodile tears of
aympathy with the (Government beeause of
the amounts of money members of Parlia-
ment are asgking Ministers to spend. The
development is quite & new one in the
Press,

My, Thomson:
responsibility.

Mr. BLEEMAN: No party followed by
the lhon. member interjecting ever realised
its responsibility.  These expressions of
svmpathy in the Press are really an at-
tempt to get the Treasurer to view the
legitimate requests of members in the same
wuy a8 those papers view them, so that the
requests may he refused. [ would be lack-
ing in my duty to my constituency if I did
not bring forward here the requirements of
Fremantle, which town has been neglected
for many years—in fact, ever since the
railway workshops were removed, Sinee
then the town has not had a fair deal, even
from Labour Governments. The railway
brilge at North Fremantle has been a
burninge «uestion for a lonpg time. I must
bring that matter forward, because I value
human life more than anything else in the
werld.  The existing bridge should be re-
moved, and a new bridge coustructed. I
that is not done, there wilt be an accident
with comsequences horrible to contemplate.
Many valuable lives will be lost, and a new
bridge will then be constructed. 1t 15 my
duty to bring the matter hefore the Honse,
and then, if nothing is dome, I am free of

They are realising their

responsibility.  Let me quote a paragraph
from the report of the Commissioner of
Railways—

In my teport o1 the 30th June, 1923,
apeeial men‘ion was made of the North
Fremantle railway bridge, and the ex-
ceptionally heavy cost of upkeep. Dur-
ing the period under review a congider-
akle amoupt of renewats have bheen ear-
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ried out, vicluded in which was the re-

laying of the down line with 80-lb, rails.

Unfortunately, the renewals ta the bridge

can only be termed temporary, as owing

to the inreads of teredo horers further
repairs will have to be undertaken dur-
ing the ensuing year. The necessity of
construecting a new steel bridge is more
apparent than ever, and will have to be
seriously considered in the near future,
especially in view of the very beavy ex-
penditure which is entailed in keeping
the present strocture in safe condition.
In view of that report 1 was very disap-
pointed to hear the reply of the Minister
for Railways to the ecffect that it was
not the Government's intention to proceed
with the erection of a new railway bridge
at present. Having regard to the faet that
during the last 12 months £3,855 was spent
on the upkeep of the bridge, and the fur-
ther fact that the upkeep has required
£10,381 during the last five years, it is ap-
parent that we should build a new bridge
and not go on wasting money in repairs
and renewals to the old structure. We ara
only tinkering with the question, and run-
ning the risk of a terrible accident. Hav-
ing regard to all the circumstances, I say
that the expenditure of £625,000, which the
Minister stated would Ye the cost of a
bridge aecross the river at North Fremantle
is justifiable.

The Minister for Lands: Tell us first
where we are to have the bridge.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It does not matter to
me so much where we have the bridge. 1
bave my views as to where it should go,
and the member for North-East Fremantle
may have different views. When the build-
ing of a bridge has been decided upon, the
hon. gentleman and myself can debate the
question where it should be built. The sum
of £625,000 docs seem large, but T claim
that I am justified in asking for the ex-
penditure of that amount in view of the
human lives which are at stake, and whieh
are more valuable than all the money in
this country. Fremantle, being the chief
seaport of Western Australia, is entitled to
a dock,

Mr. Richardson:
and Geraldton?

Mr. SLEEMAX: I do not mind Buon-
bury getting a dock. I am perfecely fair.
But Fremantle is the chief seaport of this
State, and until it has a dock it cannot be
regarded as an up-to-date port. I wnder-
stand that there is at present in the Ol
Country a floating dock unused, a Qock
which was built for the Admiralty in 1919
at a cost of about £300,000. The dock has,
jn faet, never been used, and we can rest
assured that in 1919 the British Admiraity
would mot construct anything that was not
up-to-date. I am given to understand that
the dock eonld be purchased for £55,000,
and landed here at a cost of less than
£100,000. Tn this respeet the duty does
not rest entirelv on the State Government,
but the Federal Government should also he

What about Bunbury
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approached in the matter. The State Gov-
ernment should get into cowmmunication
with the Commonwealth Ministry and see
what they are prepared to do.

The Minister for Lands: Do you sug-
gest a basis of fifty-fifty?

Mr, SLEEMAN: A floating dock is es-
sential to Fremantle, which will never be
anything like the port it should be, until
it has a dock. Then there is the question
of steamers trading along our North-
West coast with black crews. Older
members of this House will recall how
Mr. Colebateh, as Acting Premier during
Sir James Mitchell’s absence in England,
was approached with a request that he
should recommend to the Federal Gov-
ernment exemption in favour of the steamer
““Gascoyuc’’ carrving a hlack crew. AMr.
Colebatch refused to do so. But shortly
after 8ir James Mitchell’s return the Fed-
cral Government was recommended, and
strongly recommended, by the Mitchell Ad-
ministration te grant the request of the
shipowners for exemption of the *‘Gas-
coyne'’ with regard to trading on our coast,
Let me give a few facts bearing on the
question.  The *‘Charon’’ employs %8 nig-
gers, the ‘‘Gorgon’’ B3 niggers, and the
“Iinderoo'' 87. These tdackfellows get
£2 10s. a month, or less than 2s. per day.
The ‘‘Bambra'’ employs 65 white men at
£12 10s, per month, representing with fond
and aceommodation, over 10s. per Jay. The
hoats ecarrying black erews are no gool te
Western Australia, and I cannot nnderstand
why any of the business men of this zountry
should support thosc boats.

AMr. Marshall: There is no war on now,
and so there is mo occasion to be patriotic
at present.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps that is so.
However, the State steamers pay £18,000
anmoally in wages, and those wages are
spent in this country. About £8,000 an-
nually is spent in wages at Fremantle in re-
pairs to the State steamers. Fnrther, the
‘“Bambru’’ alone spends £100,000 annually
in Western Australia  for coal and
atores. Compare those fignres with the cor-
responding figures for the steamers carry-
ing black erews, who spend practically
nothing in Western Australia. Again, the
wives and families of the white erews on the
State ghips live in Fremantle. I know that
in some quarters this is regarded as a Fed-
eral question; but, as I pointed out prev-
iously, it was on the strong recommendatinn
of the Mitehell Government that the *‘Gas.
covne'’ was granted exemption. T trust that
it will be on the strong recommendation of
the Collier Government tbat the Federal
Ministry will cancel the exemption to bhoats
ecarrving black crews.

Mr, Marshall: The recommendation will
need to be ns strong as the smell of the
boats that carry hlack erews,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Xow I come to one of
the most important faetors in the life of the
community-—edueation.  Albany, Bunbury,
and Geraldton all have their high schools;
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but Fremantle, a coosiderably larger centre,
has no high achool. The children of Y're-
mantle who wish to attend a high sehool
must procced to Perth. That requires them
to leave home very early in the morning
and to return home late in the evening. The
gize and importance of Fremantle should
Justify the provision of a high school there.
A Dblock of land has been reserved for high
school purposes, and in faet everytling is
ready for the (iovernment to proeced with
the work of erecting the building, Lot us
take the attendances at the high schools in
the otler parts of the Btate and see whother
or not Fremantle by reason of its import-
ance is entitled to such an institution, The
average attendances are as follows:—Al-
bany 100, Bunbury 150, and Geraldton 71.
T trust it will be possible for the Treasurer
to provide the money to permit the Minister
for Education proceeding with the work of
erecting the school. I shall ot detain the
House any longer because I shall have many
other opportunities of speaking in this
House before the session closes. I consider
that I have placed a sufficient number of
requests before the Treasurer, and also pro-
vided food for the papers to talk about.
Doubtless they will refer to the parochial
views of the members of the various com-
stituencies. Personally it does not matter
to me what they say, and in spite of what-
ever ¢comment they may make I shall go on
with the job just the same. I am here to
do my duty not only to ¥remantle, but to
the whole of the State, and I intend to earry
out that duty to the best of my ability and
without the fear of newspapers,

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.3]: It
is not my intention to oceupy much of the
valeahle time of the House by repeating
what we, of the North, are sick and tired
of hearing about—the vast empty spaces
and the wonderful potentialitics and the
hidden wealth of that part of the State.
What we want is greater activity and more
Gavernment sympathy than the people of
the North huve had, so that others may be
encouraged to make their homes in the
tropicnl parts of the State. At the present
time we are suffering from 3 decreasing
population in the Kimberleys. This is due
mainly to the excessive cost of living, high
wharfage rates, seasonmal employment and
that to which T have already referred, un-
sympathetie administration on the part of
past Governments.  The improvement in
health facilities should beeome of the first
concerns of the Government. There is n
medical practitioner in each district, hut the
hospital methods are ernde. If the (overn-
ment were to interest themselves and force
the Federal authorities to do what has been
done for Northern Queensiand, namely, the
supplying of a tropical laboratory and an
X.rar plant, the people of the Kimberlers
wotll he saved the enormous expense they
are subjected to at the prerent time by hav-
ing to travel south to serk proper medieal
attention. The neople who live in the far
North are nat able to afford this cost. TIf
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there were an X.ray plant and a research
laboratory in at least one Kimberley centre,
perhaps one-tenth of the existing trouble
might be olwviated. Aunother matter of con-
siderable importance to the XNerth, and
which [ intend to stress, ig that of provid-
ing cheap excursion fares to the cuoler
latitudes. fn this respeet previous Govern-
ments have already recognisesd their obliga-
tions to the residentr of what are in the
southern parts termed the backblocks. Why
ghould there be any distinction hetween the
reople living in the morth and those living
in the south? Those who live in the south-
ern parts, places like Albany, Busselton and
Bunbury, get the benefit of cheap excursion
fores at Easter, Christmas, during the sum-
mer months and at holiday time, but the
people of the north are never permitted to
avail themselves of such a privilege. [ feel
confident the Government will intercst them-
selves in this regard and provide for the
people of whom I have been speaking, and
also give them a long-awaited improved
shipping service. There should be consid-
eration shown for the pastoral, as well as
the other industries that I have heard so
muel about, industries such as farming,
mining and timber, all of which are more
taveurably situated iu the southern part of
the State and about which so much has
been said sinee I have been in the House,
The pastoral industry is of considerable
value to Western Australia and should re-
ceive attention at the hands of the Govern-
nient at once, a8 the stocking and the im-
provement regulations have been sadly
neglected. On many large holdings not as
mich as a shilling has been spent in im-
provements for years past. The stock are
all scattered about the natural water front-
apges, and the result is that the feed about
there is eaten out. Then too, the stock have
to travel such distances to and from water,
that they become poor and often die in
thousands. This tends to the breeding of
miserable-lnoking and undersized stock, and
members will agree with me that if the in-
dustry is to be maintained, we must prow
quality as well as ynantity, Tf the lease-
holders were forced to improve their hold-
ings, in the direction provided by the Act,
they would be able te carry more stock and
get better resnlts. The reeent appraise-
ments were very unfair in many cases. T
know of small holders, ns far as 240 miles
from a port of shipment and without a yard
of river frontage to their leases, having to
nay the samer vental a< the hig absentee
holders that are only 16 miles from a port
of ghipment, and who, in addition, have
miles of river frontages on their properties.
This is verv nnfair to the small holders. T
sugaest that the Government should appoint
a hoard in the pastoral districts with in-
structions tn see that matters of this kind
are attended to. Another question to which
I desire to refer is the administration of
the Hut Aecrommodation Aet. TUnder the
Lands Act—that seection applying to pas-
toral leases—stockmen are to have provided
for them certain accommodation, bnt we
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find them living in tents 6ft. by 8ft. The
Hut accommeodation Act should be made to
apply to all pastoral leases. I have referred
to seasonal employment, and the pasioral in-
dustry might come ubpder that category,
Stockmen are employed during the muster-
ing and droving season, and as soom as the
wet weather sets in they are put off, anl
the aborigines are kept to do the station
work., Steps should be taken to minimise
the exploitation of native lahour. Another
menace to the pastoral industry is the exist-
ence of dingoes. As we all kmnow, this pest
is 2 mepace to sheep and cattle, and on
that account a bonus is offered for scalps.
TUnfortunately, the amount offered for
scalps iz not sufficient to induce men to
trap dingoes. I snggesi to the Qovernment
that they should raise the amount to 13s.
per sealp, and give the higher amount a
tria) for, say, twelve months to see whether
it will have the effect of increasing the de-
struction of the peat. Mining in the Kim-
herlevn ia a neglected industry. I know
many men who would have been prepared
te go out prospecting had they been able
1o get financial arsistance. Tt war on ac-
count of the high price of supplies that
they were prevented from securing require-
ments that would have lasted them for a
sufficiently long period. The Kimberey
goldficlds have never had a fair trial.
Some 38 or 40 years ago thousands of men
carried out what ean only be termed hurried
prospeeting under the greateat possible
difficulties. They were situnated a thousand
miles from the then telegraph line, and the
neceenities of life were practically unpro-
eurable. Tt is no wonder that they soon
left the Kimberley goldfields, Now that
there are more up-to-date methods of trans-
port, and improved menns of treating ore,
[ consider it worth the Government’s while
rendering assistance to prospectors who may
desire to test the Kimberlexs once more. A
Btate battervy placed in a auitable position
might be the means of the opening uwp of
a profitable industry. Western Australia
has another valuahle asset in the pearling
industry, but unless drastic messures are
enforced verv soon, we shall find ourselves
aituated similarly to Thursday Tsland—
nnder the c¢ontrol of Japanese. We have
heard a good deal lately abont the menace
to the industrv known as ‘‘dummpying.’’
Perhaps T had better defina that word.
TUnder the Pearling Act, it is provided that
none other than a British subject shall hold
s pearl fishing license. To circumvent this
provigzion, aliens make tempting offers to
weak-minded white men who are thus ex-
ploited. A white man will take ont a
Yicense in his own name, and thus he acts
as a dommv licensee for the Asiatic. Re-
cently a pohlic meeting was held at Broome
to dizenss ways and means of eradieating
the evil. Mr. Perrv, the mayor of Broome,
who presided at the meeting, gave a defini-
tion of the word ‘‘dummying.'’ He gaid
that Webster’s dictionary declared that a
dummy was a man who played a merely

.
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nominal part ic an action, a sham character.
Then procceding to address the meeting Mr.
Perey said—-

This is not the ‘*‘dummy’’ as I kaow
him, and when I came to Broome 28 years
ago there wags no dummy, and I am sorry
T cannot say the same to-day. My defini-
tion of the ‘‘dummy’’' as I understand
him is, he is a ¢arrion, thief, and a per-
jurer. A carrion is a bird that lives on
dead fesh, and there is nothing dirty
ecuongh for a dummy. There being a
dummy gives an opportunity for shell and
tucker to be put aboard the dummy boat
that is thieving. He is a perjurer when
he goes into the shipping office and makes
a declaration and calls Almighty God as
witness that that declaration is true. He
signg that declaration, knowing it is a
lying document, and that man takes a
ghilling stamp with the image of His
Majeaty, and seals the lie. There is no-
thing more contemptible to my mind than
the dummy., I will now give you a de-
seription of the system of dummying, that
is, a8 I understand, but not as Wehster
understands it. The system I will take as
1, 2, 3. The Qummy I will call A, B, C,
and the other parties X, Y, Z (that is
the Asiatic). No. 1. Mr. ‘A’’ brings
his Dboat into the bay in November, He
finds he has no money and caunot get his
boat out the following year. He ap-
proaches ''X’’ and says, ‘I have my
boat on the beach and am prepared to let
you have it, can you assist me?’t Of
courge ‘‘X’’ hag to see his friends, and
he comes back in a few days and says, ‘I
will work your boat and will give you
£200 a yemr and 10 per cent. on shell
{that i3 twe ewt. in every tom). ‘*A?*’
goes and takes his license out and X’
works his boat, finds everything and pays
£200 a year. Next take ‘‘B.”' He ap-
proachas ‘‘Y.’' He finde be has a little
money, but not sufficient to put out his
boat, so he approaches ‘‘Y’’ and says,
‘I bave a little money, but not enough to
put my boat cut.’”’ ‘“We will go fifty-
fifty.'’ He, too, of course, has to ses
his frienda firat, wha, of course, are agree-
able, No 3 is a different man, He has
four or five boats and plenty of money.
He approaches “‘Z,’’ who is probably a
storekeeper or boardinghouse-keeper, and
snys, ‘I want divers and tenders and am
prepared to give £100 & boat if you oan
find them for me.’’ ‘‘Z’' goes round to
somebody else’s men and says what =
fine fellow “¢C?’ ig. ‘‘T think more better
you come work that place next year,’’
he says. These conditions work for 12
months, but ke is not prepared to take
the £100 now, He is prepared to find
divers ani tenders or crews if you will
work a boat for him for 12 months. He
likes a gamble, and says to himself, *fI
will get my friend for a diver and T
mipght get a £1,000 pearl.’’ That ig the
system of the ‘‘dummy’’ as I under-
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stand it. There are several others, bunt
I am not going inte them to-night. Now
T am going to be very brief. I am going
to ask wvou to-night to comsider in what
way you ean eradicate and suppress this
““dummy.’’ The only way i¢ by standing
shoulder to shoulder and putting an end
to the gystem and letting Broome get
baek to its former position. I appeal to
you to give this matter your most serious
consideration for the future of your race
and secority and safety of your country.
Let me rend you the resolutions carried at
the same meeting:—

That this meeting of the residents of
Brosme give their full and ungualified
gupport to the following recommendations:
(a)} For the better suppreesion and deal-
ing with dummying the Government be
aaked to appoint a gpecial eommissioner in
Broome with powers similar and equal to
roye] commission, the appointment to be
& permanent ong. (b) That the resident
magistrate be appointed the commissioner.
{¢) That the pearling inspector be em-
powered to refuse any or all applications
for pearling licenses in all cases where he
has reasonable grounds for suapecting
that such pearling boats are being, or
are intended to be, worked irregularly,
and that the onus of proof be om the in-
dividual. (d) That the pearling inspee-
tor be empowered to cancel any or all
pearling licenses previously granted in all
cases where he bas reasonable grounds for
sugpecting that the pearling boats are
being worked irregularly, and that the
onus of proof be on the individual. (e)
On the refusal of a pearling licemse or
the cancellation of a license by the pearl-
ing inspector, the commissioner to have
power to deal with same at once, and be
empowered to call for all evidence he may
require, to examine all bank accounts, and
to call for and examine all books, papers,
and aceounts he may think necessary be-
longing to the applicant or any person
whatsoever, to subpoena witnesses and
take evidence on oath, and appoint when
congidered necessary a duly qualified
auditor to investigate all books, aceounts,
ete. (f) That any person guilty of dum-
myiag or irregular working of a pearling
boeat be prosecuted amd 8]l his plant
forfeited to the OCrown, and further
prosecuted for making a false declaration.

Let me explain some of the evils arising
from the dummying system, First of all, a
dummy imports all his gords and supplies
for working from the Dutch islands. This
means money leaving Australia, and is there-
fore an obstruction to trade. Secondly,
dummy firms are driving legitimate firms
out of business by thieving their shell, their
gear, and their good divers. Then the
dummy firm falsely sign om their crew at
a much higher rate of pay and percentage,
and so the genuine pearler cannot compete
with them. A large number of pearls fished
by dummy firms are smuggled out of
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Broome, and so the Treasury is robbed.
Anocther objection is that they decrease the
white population by employing no white
shell-openers.  Dummying has become so
rampant that on 179 boats at Broome only
71 white men, including owners, are em-
ployed at shell-opening. Again, white men
standing out of dummying arrangements at
Thursday JTsland were driven out of the busi-
ness, and white men standing out of dummy-
ing arrangements in Broome ean gsee their
fate sealed in the same manner. You have
heard what the people of Broome think of
dummying; and since the people directly
concerned carried the vesolution T have read,
you will realise that there is something radi-
cally wrong with the existing Pearling Act.
This State can compliment the Government
upon the intimation in the Governor’s
Speech of their intention to bring down an
amending Bill. I hope tbat when it does
come down, and is passed, it will, like re-
inforced comcrete, stand the test of time,
Tn conclusion Jet me say I am prepared to
voice whatever I think necessary for the
advancement of the North, regardless of
whom T may please or offend.

Mr., NORTH (Claremont) [5.20]: I
should like to draw the attentiom of the
Government to one or two small matters
eonnected with elections generally, The
first has to do witk inmates of the Ol4
Men’s Home. It has been suggested to
me by a number of electors that it would
be more equitable if, when the next Re-
distribution of Seats Bill comes down,
provision is made for inmates of the O1d
Men's Home voting by postal vote in
their respective electorates. It ia unfair
that 600 men should all have to vote in
an electorate in which they have no
interests, instead of voting in the
electorates whence they came and where
their interests lie, I suggest, also, that
the Government should set apart one day
during the year for all elections, muni-
eipal, State and, if possible by arrange-
ment with the Federal Government, Fed-
eral elections as well, Thousands of
pounds would thus be saved. At present
very large sums of money, and a great
deal of time are wasted over elections
happeming within short periods of each
other, We have the same old c¢ars rum-
ning round each time, and it all costs a
great deal of money.

Hon. W. D. Johnsom: We want com-
puisory voting, and mo cars.

Mr. NORTH: That is also a matter that,
no- doubt, the Government will consider. T
have seen three elections held in my
electorate within two and a half months,
which means wasted effort on the part of
the people. We often hear the complaint
that people do mnot eare much about
politics. Probably that, if true, is be-
cause they get too much politics, whereas
if we had one day in the year set apart
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for elections and declared a public holi-
day, the public might take a greater in-
terest in political matters. Then there is
the question of subseriptions., It is wrong
that members of Parliament should be at
the beck and call of their electorates in
respect of public subseriptions for this or
that. By saying thbis, prebably, I have
settled myself for the next election. How-
ever, one’s Parliamentary allowance will
only go as far as it will, and if a member
is to contribute to all these subscription
lists it means hundreds of pounds ont of
his pocket. Some members, of eourse,
cannot afford it, whilst those who can are
really bribing the electors by that means.
Therefore T think the Act should be
amended. At present under the Act ome
cannot make a gift to an institution just
before an election; that principle should
be extended to the Parliamentary life of
every member. Coming to the larger ques-
tions in the Governor’s Speech, it is ironie
that the Labour Government, sueceeding
to office after so wany trials, and the
making of so many promises, and with so
many ideals to fulfil, find themeelves with-
out a feather to fly with. In other words,
they can neither fulfil their promises nor
carry out their ideals. That is a very
eurious position for the Government to be
in, although from the point of view of the
Opposition it is not go objectionable, The
Premier has said he is in faveur of hand-
ing over a great many of the existing de-
partmental acfivities to local aunthorities.
In making that offer he practically admits
that the load of State enterprises is too
great for the Government to carry, and is
soggesting that the time has eome when
State enterprises should be either cur-
tailed or be given a new line by being
handed over to the local authorities, so as
to allow Ministers more time for the
legitimate affaira of State,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That might be
ungound economically.

Mr. NORTH: I can give an instance
where it is not so. In Cotlesloe we had
an offer from a private firm to sewer the
district for £25 per house, wherras the de-
partmental estimate is £150 per house,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That conveys
nothing,

Mr. NORTH: It may convey nothing to
the hon. member, but it conveys a lot to
the distriet.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Possibly after five
years your maintenamnce costs would be
500 per cent. greater than if the work had
been carried out departmentally.

Mr. NORTH: Possibly; possibly not.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: Well, you have to
probe these propositions before accepting
them.

Mr. NORTH: We have had all the facts
before us, and T am convinced we counld
save the metropolitan area a million
pounds or more if the scheme, as opposed
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to the departmental scheme, were ox-
tended throughout that area. 'This is very
serious at a time when so much money is
required for developmental works. The
Premier, in answer to a deputation, said
he favoured the influx of foreign capital
into Western Austealia. I am glad of
that, because in the past it does not
appear to have been the policy of the
present Government whea in Opposition;
that is to say, by their statements of
policy it has appeared to me that they
were hostile to an influx of foreign
capital.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Yon were very
young then,

Mr. NORTH: It means, I take it, that
apart from the enterprises the Govern-
ment propese to enter upon, foreign
capita! will be quite welcome. The diffi-
culty is that in the past foreign eapital
bhas not been brought here to any extent,
because foreign inveators have been
frightened by departmental schemes that
the present Government and previous Gov-
ernments have introduced. Here is annother
problem: whereas three-fourths of the
world is in waut of room to live in, West-
ern Australia has an enormous area and
incaleulable undeveloped wealth, notwith-
standing which there seems to be difficulty
about briaging people here and opening
up our Tresources. At present we are
merely scratching at the land. We are
using very liitle of our coal, and practically
none of our asbestos, none of our alamininm
and none of our iron. We are merely
dealing with one or two of what, speak-
ing relatively, one might term side lines,
On the other hand it seems an extraordinary
thing that there are millions of persons in
the old country who do not even know of the
opportunities awaiting them in  Western
Australia. 1 have twe suggestions to make
to the Gavernment. Oune is that we should
learn more of what is going on in the out-
side world in the matter of the modern ad-
vance of enpineering and seience, in diree-
tions that wonld be helpfni in developing
our natural assets. The serond point is that
we should take more eare to become befter
known than is the case now in other parts
of the world than England. I had the
privilege of being educated for some years
in England. T have always bheen very
proud of this country, anid T used to feel
that there was too little known in Eng-
land concerning it. The Agent General’s
office had in it nothing bhut a stuffed emu
and s few pamphlets, and no ome ever
went there week after week.

Mr. Thomson: That is altered now.

Mr, XORTH: T awm convinced that
30,000,000 out of the 40,000,000 people in
England do not kumow what the opportuni-
tHies are for them in this State to make a
good atart with a Iittle enpital. There are
many desirable immigrants who have money
of their own, and would not need to be



[5 Avauer, 1924.]

brought here at great expense to the coun-
try, and who wounld undoubtedly come here
it they were only made aware of the op-
portunities that exigt. The Government
might publish a handy brochure in pamphiet
form, and made up in an attractive style,
giving details concerning the country, and
send one to every memher of every Parlia-
ment of the various countries that would be
likely to centain persons who would come
to this State. The cost would not be much
Lut the publicity that should fellow ought
to be of great benefit to Western Australia.
In this age publicity is half the battle in
developing a country. In this regard, dur-
ing the course of the next few years, West-
ern Australia will be celebrating its centen-
ary. I would suggest that between the
Bunbury bridge and the causeway the Bel-
mont side of the river might be reclaimed
and levelled off by depositing there all the
dust and ashes that at present come from
the power house. When the Goodwood race-
course is completed there would, with this
other levelling off, be a fine piece of ground
on which to hold an exhibition. The cost
of reclamation would not e great. In due
course, therefore, there would he ample room
for the holding of an exhibition worthy of
Western Australia. This work shoold be
commenced two or threc years before the
due date, s0 that the world at Jarge might
know that the exhibition wus to be held.
That might bring the State more promin-
ently hefore other countries, and effect more
good than many other activitirs which have
cost & good deal of money but have not yet
met with pgreat success. 1 have also another
suggestion to put forward, namely, that the
Government should lock into the question of
obtaining some of the money that might be
forthcoming under the Trade Facilities Act
of England. TUnder this many millions
of pounds were offered free of interest for
five years on condition that the country
uging the money purchased all British goods.
Agsuming that this offer will be wvalidated,
it should be of the utmost importance to
Western Australia, in view of the Premier’s
statement regarding our loan indebtedness
and the difficulties of raising money. The
Goveroment, at all events, should not lose
sight of it. If some of this money were
fortheoming it might aave us a great deal of
trouble in thc futere, and give us time to
handle the higger schemes that the depart-
ments arc at present unable to bring for-
ward from lack of funds.

The Minister for Lands: A  sum of
£5,000,000 would not feed 5,000 settlers on
the groups for long.

Mr. NORTH: I do not suggest that the
money should be used in that way. It was
suggested in an article that appeared in the
““Daily Newa’' that for the sum of iwo
million peunds our railways could be electri-
fied, and that within five vears the work
conld be completed, and that the saving im
eost would ultimately cover the whole of the
eapital expenditure. By the time the inter
est on the loan had to be met the eleetri-
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fied railways wounld be in a good position to
pay it. The Collie power scheme is bound
to come forward very shortly. If money
borrowed under the Trade Facilities Aet
could be used in that direction, we would
the sooner be able to come into line with
developments in electricity elsewhere in the
world, and instead of utilising the scheme
only for a distance of 43 miles to Bunbury,
we could have the Ligger scheme extending
the odd 93 miles to Perth. This would un-
Jdoubtedly be a beoon to the manufacturing
industries in the metropolitan area, enable
us to elecirify the railway system between
Bunbury and Perth, and greatly assist in
opening up settlements in between. Now I
come to a question that huas worried me a
good deal. T have wondered why Canada
and America, with their backward systems
of private enterprise and commercial dom-
ination, as opposed to our evidently popular
system of State enterprise, ean produce in
their factorieg 50 much more per man than
we van do here, The Commonwealth statis-
tician showed recently that the factory omt-
put per man in Australia was £320 per
head. The factory output per head in the
United States was £501, and in Canada
£501.

The Premier: The explanation is, efficient
up-to-date machinery.

Mr, Panton: Henry Ford will tell yon
how le does it.

My, NORTH: Possibly the answer has
been given by the Premier. The trouble
appears to be that manufacturers in the
Commonwealth will not go to the same ex-
pense as those in America do. The figures
are shown on the same return from whichk I
have quoted. I have been trying to find out
why Jocal business men will not invest in
modern appliances, sueh as is done in
Canada and America, where so much better
returns per worker are given, and shere
8¢ much more wealth is produced, 1In
America every worker has his piano and
motor c¢ar, while in Australia the worker
has his mouth orgam and bieycle. The
answer givea by men I have appreached is
that business men in this State will not in-
vest in modern machinery, as they would
like to do, because of the bogey, as they
call it, or the fear, of the State interfering
and competing in their industries.

Mr. Marshall: That is too old.

Mr. NORTH: I should like an assurance
from the Government that this is not so.

The Minister for Lands: They have not
the meney.

Mr. NORTH: Tf the Government would
give an assurance that during their term of
office they wonld not interfere with private
indunstries no doubt these gentlemen would
go to their banks, and instal the necessary
plant so that the average worker might pro-
doce something like £500 in a year instead
of £300. Thesr are important matters. With
our vaunted democracy and civilisation we
want to feel that for the eame hours of work
we are turning out articles ag good as those
now being preduced by our contemptible
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neighbours, who live under the old-fashioned
system of private enterprise.

The Premier: So we can, man for man.

Mr. NORTH: In Ameriea there are
400,000 miles of privately owned railway;
the telegraph, the telephone and all such
facilities, that are run by the State in
Australia, are also entirely run by private
enterprise. Of course we know that in
America there are numerous millionaires and
graftees and so forth, all of whom have to
be sbpported.

The Premier: Do you say that the United
States standard is one we should aim att

Mr. NORTH: XNo. I should like to feel
that this country, with its present system,
can produce articles as good as these pro-
dueed elsewhere. T should be delighted to
feel that after three years of office the pre-
sent Government can show that their volicy
has had that effect. There is no harm in
saying that a backward country such as the
T'nited States is doing better than we are
in this direetion.

Mr. Panton: The Australian worker is
the best in the world, given the opportunity.

Mr.. NORTH: Yes. If we want to in-
duce our manufacturers to instal the neces-
sary plant, we must allay the bogey of State
enterprise. I hope that will be done during
the next few years, or will at all events be
done as regards certain industries, o that
pecple may krow where they are and ean go
ahead safely along the lines in which they
are interested. A great deal of what Ihave
said may have been said before. Probably,
after two or three years, I shall Imow better
what is eommon knowledge. The Premier
and bis Government may possibly be en-
couraged a little more to go ahead with
their schemes of development when they
realise that the public debt in other coun-
tries is greater than it is in Western Aus-
tralia. Franee is a country very similar to
oursg in posgibilities, except that it is fully
developed, and there is very little room for
expansion there such as there is here.
The indebtedness in that country is
£12,000,000,000, and based on the rate of
exchange on the frane the indebtedness per
head of the population last year was £323.
The indebtedness per head of the popula-
tion in Western Australia is £160. This
shows that there are other peoples in the
world who are worse off than we are,in spite
of our troubles. There is a limit we have
not vet reached im the matter of expendi-
ture, if the occasion should arise, that would
atill leave us one pound per head
of the population better off tham, for in-
stance, Franee, There are many parts of
the Speech that we were pleased to
read, because it follows out the pelicy of a
previows Government. This gees to show
that during the discussion and ensuing de-
bates we shall be in happy collaboration
with the Government in what is, after all, a
natiomnl policy. In veapect of that part of
the legislative programme, as the Leader of
the Opposition has said, it is our duty to
afford the Government every assistance. I
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have made these remarks with the object of
assisting the Government in cerfain livee-
tions not covered by the Spesch. It is no
advantage for me to speak at great length
now, because I have not yet had an oppor-
tunity of knowing what transpires in this
House, and how far certain matters that I
might want to deal with bave already been dis-
cussed at length, [ took up politics partly be-
cavse I wanted to point out what appeared
to me to be a danger in too many portions
of our enterprises being turned inte State
enterprises. (livilisation should be as solid
as conerete. It cannot be as solid as con-
ercte if the sand of socialism is too freely
mixed with the cement of private initiative.

Hon. W. D. JOBNSON (Guildford)
[5.45]: T rise, after an absence of some
six or seven years froin this environment,
feeling that there is quite a lot I would
like to say. Even after struggling to keep
down my feelings I am econscions that 1
will spcak at comparative length. Tn that
resiect, however, I ask the mdulgence of
hon. members. I do not propose to go back,
as did the member for Avon (Mr. Grifiths)
and take up my last speeck and proceed
from that point, If I did that I might
unduly weary the House. Tu my own ease
it would not be as appropriate because in
the meantime I have been relogated from
front bench responsibility to back bench re-
spongibility and freedom to-day. As to my
absence from this Chamber I have one con-
solation in feeling that my absence was not
due to any acts of omission or commission
regarding purely local matters. My defeat
as a member of the Legislative Assembly
was due to eutside questions apart from
my association with the affairs of the State.
I decided te take a line that was Qdistinctly
nnpopular at the time, a line that brough
me into disrepute, but & line that, never-
theless, had heen adopted from wmy earliest
childhood. The point of view I adopied was
that it was not safe for any country {o ab-
solutely lose its head during times of
national stress My attitude in Cabinet, in
Parliament and at numerous conrerences
I attended was always one of a steadying
influence. I wished to prevent the making
of extravagant promises that no one in his
saner moments would contend, after anmalys-
ing them, could be fulfilled. One of the ten-
dencies at the time was shown in the desire
of the Federal authorities to transfer the
great burdens that they should have shoml-
dered, by handing them over to the Statcs
Those who adopted an attitude in opposition
to the transfer of those responsibilities from
the Commonwealth, who should have car-
ried them, to the States with their limita-
tions and problems regarding finances, were
adversely eriticised. The result iz that
the States are carrying the burden of those
responsibilities even to-day. That course
was so upfair that I strenucusly opposed
it. That brings me to the question of sol-
dier settlement that was raised by the Pre-
mier the other evening. One of my most
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uupvpular acts frem v Australiun poiot
ot view, aud vne thiat wos water suecessfully
Fuisell apainst we, aruse ofon tue taet that
L wus present as Minister for Lands at the
fir-t contvrence convened by the Prime Min-
ister of Australin for the purpose of evolv-
ing u scheme for the settlement of returned
soidiers on the land. That conterence took
plive in Melbourne in 1916 and when the
conference assembled, 1| drew some conso-
lution from the fact thut Senator Pearce, a
representative of Western Australia, who
wus acting Prime Minister at the time, was
in the chair, I thought that the chairman,
as a representative of this State, would
extenul speeial consideration to Western
Australia, having, as be did, a knowledge
of our position. What did we findt The
whole scheme was submitied by a commit-
tec appointed by the Federal authorities, It
was not binding upon any one but it was
the basis, or agenda, for the conference re-
garding the settlement of returned soldiers.
Right throughout that scheme we found—it
it had been done deliberately with the sole
purpose of transferring the difficulties and
regpongibilities from the shoulders of the
autherity who should have accepted them, it
could not have heen done better—evidence
of attempts to take the responsibility from
the Federal authorities and place it upon
the States, It was done most successfully.
From the time the conference opened I took
strong exception to the attitude adopted. L
appealed to the conferemce over and over
apain, and I regret to say that my voice was
o lone coe on behalf of the Btates, I did
not get support from even Mr. Theodore,
who was a delegate from Queensland, My
appeal to conference was aimed at getting
them to recognise the huge responsibility
regarding the work of soldier settlement
and a recognition of the task ahead of us
in providing work for the men. T attempted
to show that that was beyond the capaeity
of any State, and particularly beyond West-
ern Australia, Then, again, I pointed out
that Weatern Australin had a huge territory
and that her possibilities for settlement were
not limited to the men whe had gone
from Wastern Australia, bo* that our ir-
durement would be so great that we could
jnvite people from other parts of Ausfra-
liz and of the Empire as well to settle here.
Our inducement, I pointed out, was so great
that recognition from the financial stand-
point showll have been proportionately
greater to Western Australia than that =x-
tended to other States. One would have
thought that the burdem of the finaneial
responsibility would have been ecarried by
thoso hest able to hear it, instead of easting
it upon the States. Hon. members will
agree that the question of providing for
soltiers is nssociated with defence and
with the Defence Department. They will
agree that the protection of Australia, and
the question of coming to the help of the
Emnire in time of need are essentially mat-
tera that the Federal anthorities should deal
with. As a matter of fact, they do deal
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with matters of such importance, but when
it came to the liability for expenditure on
4 luge undertaking, a task that hag caused
congiderable anxiety to those administering
it, and a deep. sense of responsibility on
those charged with the work-—it was left to
the Htates to attend to. [ have the report
of the ecoutference here and it bears out
what [ have said. It is illuminating fo-day
when we find what has actually taken place
sinee 1916. We have bad the returned sol-
diers thruown upon the State. 'We have ac-
cepted the responsibility of settling them.
There was no reason why we ahould not
have aceepted the respensibility, but it
should have been done at the request of the
Federal authorities and not at the request
of individual soldiers. It is the iStates that
have to see the soldiers through, 7This casts
a heavy burden upon the States, because ot
the limitation of their finances, in ad-
dition to which so much money is necessary
from the standpoint of gemeral develop-
ment that we cannot do justice to the set-
tlement of soldiers on the land. We find on
the one hand the Federal authorities trans-
ferring this unfair burden, although they
have millipus of pounds as a surplus, and
on the other hand we have the State ac-
cepting the burden, and having to face &
deficit of millions of pounds. We were
placed in a position that was unjust to
Western Awstralia and we were placed in
that position because the States’ representa-
tives could not speak as with ome voice to
proteet the soldiere and themselves. The
States should have spoken with one voite
in protesting to the Federal authorities, who
deliberately then, and have ever sinee, en-
deavcured to transfer their responsibilities
to the States. The Federal authorities have
evaded their responsibilitics in connection
with the States, and particularly in connec-
tion with the development of thia isolated
part of the Commonwealth. That was on
of the first moves I made that brought me
into conflict with public opinion. The
*West Australian’’ newspaper was unfair
cnough at the time to attribute this hostil-
ity to the transfer of responaibhility to the
States, to hostility to the soldiers. That
assertion went forth, together with the
knowledge that I was against conscription,
that I was anti-war, for war did not appeal
to me, and that T had expressed asuch views,
with the result that the impression gained
was that T was hostile to the soldiers andt
was not prepared to do Jjustice to their
cauge. That was the start; and from that
time I was viewed with the publie odium as-
sociated with amyone who expressed that
peint of view., The result waa that I lost
my public position. To-day we find that
reason has prevailed at last. We can look
at these questions through different apect-
acles to-day and I am proud to eay that
the position in Western Australis has al-
tered eonsiderably. As to State matters,
one cannot speak without devoting specia:
attention to the question of finance, I was
deeply interested in the remarks of the
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Premier and Treasurer when he gave his
briet survey the other evening. He was
wonderfully temperate in his remarks, be-
canse we must know that the position to-
day is far worse than ever before in the
history of the State, and God knows we
have gone through some very trying times.
I congratulate the Premier, who has been
able to influence the Federal autherities to
inerease the amount that was originally
proposed for Western Australin as the re-
sult of the Loan Council’s decision or sug-
gestion, whatever it may have been, and
that Western Auptralia will get further
consgideration owing to our responsibilities.
That, of course, affords considerable con-
solation to us in our great need for loan
funds for developmental purposes. It would
be pertinent to express pleasure at the de-
cision of the Federal authorities to appoint
a Royal Commission of inquiry regarding
the special circumstances of Western Aus-
tralia. Members will probably be interested
as to the scope of that inguiry, From the
remarks of the Tederal Treasurer, whei he
announced the Government’s decision dur-
ing the course of his Budget speech, one
wouldl gather that it was intended to limit
the inquiry to a consideration of Western
Australia’s speeinl cirenmstances from the
Federal tarift point of view. [ hope that
is nol so, bnt that the Commission will have
a far wider scope. Naturally it must give
special attention to the tariff question bnt
there arc several matters of great import-
ance to Western Australia that should be
specially investignted. Tt is difficult to sct
out all those different matters and indicate
the justice of our elaims in such a concen-
trated form that the Federal authorities can
be convinced.  The Federal Government
have taken a step in the right direction by
appointing the Royal Commission, but if its
inquity is limited to tariff conditions, we
will not get that measure of justice that we
are entitled to receive. I gave notice to-day
of my intention to move a motion regarding
this matter and when drafting it I had in-
tended suggesting that the Government
should anticipate the appointment of the
Federal Royal Commission and set up some
tribunal to prepare Western Anstralia’s
cage. After all there in a State point of
view, and if when the Federal Royal Com-
mission come to Western Australia we leave
it to individuala to present the case, it mar
not be presented so satisfaetorily as it would
be if dome by individuals supported by an
oreanisation created, say, by this Parlia-
ment., Such an organisation conld make
proper preparafions for the tendering of
evidence, thues gnaranteeing that our sperial
eireumsiances and speeial needs were pro-
rerty presented.

The Minister for TLands: There s a
Royal Commission in cxistence to-day. .Any-
how, it has never reported.

Hon. W. Tr. TOANSOY: T do nnl know
whether it is still fupctioning, bnt if it is
still in existence, there ic scope for it to do
a great and valuahle work in preparing evi-
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dence for the Federal Commission. My
notice of motion contains a totally different
proposition, but 1 propose at a later date
to give some consideration to the difficulties
that concern us in reaching an understand-
ing of the State’s special circumstances from
a revenue point of view. We are all au-
thorities on expenditure and we have the
Auditor General to assist us in that connee-
tion, but we have no organisation to investi-
gate the special circumstances of the State
from the aspect of revenue. Jf a special
organisation were appointed to prepare the
necessary material, our case conld be pre-
sented full and complete to the Royal Com-
misgion. The finaneial position to-day is
much the same as that of 1911, only to-day
it is worse. Before the 1911 electionr there
was, as there bas been on this occasion, a
great effort on the part of the Administra-
tion to secure the best set of figures possible
for presentation or the eve of the elections,
in order to convey to the people that the
Government, by reason of the improved con-
ditions, were deserving of a further term of
office. In 1911, as in 1924, the figures for
July did not confirm the improvement re-
vealed by the figures for June. Year after
vear it has been necessary to take the figures
of June in conjunction with those of July
in order to arrive at a correct understand-
ing of the State’s position. People outside
Western Australia, who study our financial
position for investment purposes, do not
take the pemeral figures as conveying any-
thing. They take the Budget speech de-
livered by the Treasurer. Those are the
fignres on which thev base their judgment.
T do not think any member would take the
pgeneral figures as being the last word on
the finaneinl position of the State. They
wait for the public accounts, and those who
study the finances still more closely wait
for the Auditor General’s report in order to
ascertain the true position. The Govern-
ment in 1911 in order to secure impreasive
figures—I am speaking from practical ex-
perience — neglected maintenapce works.
Railway maintenanee particularly was de-
plorably neglected and the state of the roll-
ing stock was even worse. Members who
were in the House at the time will recollect
that the Government rereived a somewhat
alarming report as to the rolling-stock re-
quirements of the Working Railways to move
the impending harvest, The Working Rail-
ways reported that they could not eops with
the demands and it was necessary to work
overtime at the Midiand Workshops, let con-
traets to the Rocky Bay establishment, and
ereate special works at Marlands in order
to mect the needs of the day. While most
of those works would have been financed
out of loan expeaditure, quite a lot of work
had heen neglected that would have made
demands upon the revenue of the State.
The mainterance of barbours, jetties,
schools and nublic huildings generally had
heen delayed. There was an attempt to
grah every penny of revenue possible so
that, by including all the revenue and de-
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ferring as wmuch expenditure as possible,
the figures did not counvey the true position
of the finances. 1 am of opinion that in
1924 the position was semewhat similar.
Those who move about the State know woll
that maintenance has been neglected Jduring
recent yeara.

Mr. Marshall: The Commissioner of Rail-
ways shows that in his report.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1 have never
geen schools in a more dilapidated state than
are those in my eleetorate. There is one
that is a disgrace to the Government. It
38 in such a state that children should not
asgemble there for education. I wrote to
the Minister and intimated that its condi-
tion was such as to be demoralising to the
children and not encouraging to the
teachers. When we see instances of this
kind, it is fair to assume that the main-
tepance of schools throughout the State has
auffered gimilarly. Possibly much money is
required to put our schools into a decent
state of repair. In 1911 the North-West
particularly had been neglected, and it
would be interesting to get a report giving
partieulars of the state of the jetties, build-
ings, and other public works requiring re-
pairs, in order to ascertain how things
stand to-day. My chief reason for raising
this question was to express regret tbat the
Treasurer had not got away from the ays-
tem of grabbing all the revenue oy keeping
the books open till the 10th July and of
allowing departments to delay expenditore.
Speaking of one department of which I
know gomething, the Midland Junetion
workshops, I find that the materials neces--
sary for repairs have been eut to a mini-
mum. Instances ean hbhe quoted where
material has heen purchased retail in order
to keep the workshops going, instead of
buying wholesale and therefore more ccon-
omically, Right through the works men
have been eased off and, instead of the
works operating to their maximum capacity,
there is a general tendeney to postpone
work, with the result that what might be re-
pairs at one stage becomes, through negleet,
reconstruetion at a later stage.

The Minister for Railways: That does not
apply this year. The works are going fuil
and strong at present.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The Minister is
not altogether correct. There were oceasions
in June when material was very short. The
shortage may not have been so great this
year as in previous years, but there was
a shortage. This practice has grown up in
vears past, and to-day we are adopting a
penny-wise-pound-foolish policy by delaying
expienditure prior to the end of the financial
year and postponing really necessary works.
Tn 1911 we were in a rather unfortunate
position from a revenue point of view. We
had a fairly substantial deficiency, but the
deficiency on revenue could be relieved by
the enormous amount of loan money avail-
able at a comyparatively low rate of inter-
est. The Government were able to relieve
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the demands on revenue and ineresse activi-
ties trom loan, and these activities kept
the State going,

Lieut.-Col. Denton: By a sort of turning
the wheel.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes; instead of
working from revenue, activities were trany-
ferred to loan, We had a wonderful seope
at that time, because at leagt 600 miles of
railway authorised by Parliament were
ready for construction and nothing had
been done. All parts of the State were ery-
ing out fer the railways to be atarted;
money was available; money was cheap.

The Minister for Lands: We could not
get it at the time.

Hor. W. D. JOHNSON: We did after-
wards. There was little diffieulty in getting
loan money. All the Qifficulty there was we
overcame and did ap enormous amount of
development work out of loan funds. Thus
the strain on the revenue was relieved and
the State was not disorganised. The diffi-
culty now is that there is a far greater
shortage of revenue than there was in 1911,
and there iz also a difficulty in conmection
with loan funds. I extend my sympathy to
the Treasurer in his day of trial. I do not
know how he ia going to surmount the
difficultics. We have a deficienecy of over
8ix millious pounds, and there is no doubt
the deficiency will inerease. I do not care
what CGovernment is in power; there ia no
opportunity to rectify the position with
our present population, Therefore the de-
ficieney on revenue account must continue,
besides which we are faced with an enor-
mous difficulty as regards loan funds.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Horn. W. D. JOHNSON : Before tea I waa
dealing with the present financial position,
and to some extent comparing it with the
difficulties confronting the Labour Govern-
wment that took office in 1911, I have al-
ready expressed my sympathy with the pre-
sent Treasurer in the special difficulties
that he has to face from a financial aspect.
I have pointed out that in 1911 the finan-
cial difficulties conld be overcome by loan
funds, which were then available. The diffi-
culties of to-day, however, are combined
difficultics of revenue and loan, and the one
cannot relieve the other. Consequently the
outlook is such as must cause every student
of Weatern Australian finance some anxiety,
However, it is worth while to investigate
why successive Governments for years past
have failed to make the ledger balance from
the revenue aspect. It is my opinion that
the position can be sized up in one sentence:
the whole of Western Australia’s financial
difficulty is due to the faet that we have
a mile of railway for every 100 people.
Phat is a burden which this country can-
not carry. The fact that we bave so many
miles of railwvay and so few people must
impress itself upon the minds of hon, mem-
bers. Our interest bill is necessarily enor-
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mona., Associated with those railways are
centres in nearly every one of which there
is but a limited number of people. Wher-
ever we have even & limited nomber of
people, we have expenditure, and, compara-
tively to the numbers, expenditure of the
maximum type. Schools and sehool teachers
have to be provided for small numbers of
pupils, and the expense is just as great as
if the number of children to be educated
at each centrc were considerably larger.
One can leave it to hon, members to infer
what is the expenditure on all those aetivi-
ties on behalf of a population scattered so
far and wide, and encouraged to scatier by
our gcheme of railway construction. Could
it have been avoided? If this ie the diffi-
culty, how did it come abont? What has
caused it? Let me say right hers that the
whole cause of it has been want of states-
manship regarding land settlement. The
entire diffieulty was created prior to
the advent of the Labour Government
of 1011, It was wholly cauced by a
wild desire on the part of individuals
wheo were anxious to make themselves fan-
ous ir reapect of land settlement. '"They
thought it would be a comparatively easy
thing in this covntry of hnge distances and
small population to make themselves famous
as land settlera. The result has been that
econtract  surveyors have been employed
bhroadenst througbont the ecountry. The
more land they surveyed, of course the
bigrrer the cheques they got. The more
land they surveyed, the greater the oppor-
tunity for the land settlers to advertise
various lands as apen for selection, Again,
there was land thrown open to selection
prior to survey. That feature has been
removed, largely, but nevertheless it has
added to the diffienlties of Western Aus-
tralia. But thc point we arrived at was
that we had lands thrown open at Ongerup,
Gnewangerup, Nyabing, and even at Lake
Pingrup. To-day we hear of a railway be-
ing built to Lake Pingrup. But the Lake
Pingrop land was thrown open years ago,
and the Agricultural Bank advanced thous-
ands of poands on it. The settlers of that
day left; eettlers are pow taking up the
Lake Pingrap fand for the second time.  The
explanation is that the land was thrown open
long before it was suitable for settlement.
At the same time we had that hnge belt of
eountry along the Wongan Hills line throwmn
open, and land in the Chapman Valley and
elsewhere. The resnlt was that the eres
were picked out of the land by a small
number of people; and that small number of
people were cneouraged to take up more
land than they could farm beeause it was
availahle, heearse it was there adjoininz.
A seitler would take 1,000 acres, and pos-
gibly another acttler world pick the 1,000
adieining, The cerond settlor wonld then
dissover an area more suitable, and hig
neighhour would et the ahandoned block.
Sp it went on unti! there were hwnge acenmu-
lations of land in the hands of but a few
peaple. Practically in every case the set-
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tlers were promised railways, with the re-
sult that when in 1911 the Labour Govern-
ment came into power, they found that the
Government prior to 1911 bad promised
railways to various groups of settlers and
hal passed quite a number of railway Bills
to provide the promised lines. They did
not have to finance the construction, bnt
simply passed the railway Acts on to the
Labour Government that assumed office in
1911, The Labour Goverument had to von-
struct the railways authorised by Parlia-
ment. A line was built to Gnowangerup to
serve a limited number of settlers, and that
line was extended to Ongerup. Then there
were the lines to Lake Grace and the Chap-
man Valley, and the Dowerin-Merredin line,
and a number of others—all built, why?
Because gettlers had been scattered through-
out that huge territory in limited numbers,
insteall of being concentrated on a par-
ticular area, the whole of which could be
settled and its land got under cultivation.
That was the ecourse adopted in place of
picecmeal settlement, under whieh each rail-
way would serve a given area sufficient to
maintain it, '

My, Thomson: It would have been very
much better if it had been possible to
build the railways first.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: The policy chould
have been to confine settlerse to given
areas, to say to applicants for lands, ** This
particular area is now open for selection,
and nothing more will be thrown open un-
til it has been settled.’” TUnder such con-
ditions the Government could have taken
the responsibility of promising railways he-
fore production started. But that iz our
difficulty to-day, and the explanation of our
present finaneial trouble. It is all due to
the wild desire to effert land settlameut
simultaneovsly throughout the State. The
lines to-day are comparatively payable, but
look at the lomg term of years that has
elapsed since they were built. Recently
there has been increased settlement at Lake
Grace to which area publie attention has
heen directed. But the fact remains that
the Lake Grace railway was built about 10
vears aga, and that there is still land avail-
able in the Qdistriet; and so we have evi-
dence that the Lake Grace distriet was not
thoroughly settled at the time the railway
was built fo it.

Mr. JJ, H. 8Smith: That does mot apply
to the Cangerup distriet.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As regards the
Ongernp digtrict  the position is  worse.
When the Ongerup railway was huilt, there
was a compartively large population in the
district. ‘That population is not there to-
day.

My, T. H. Smith: But the Ongerup rail-
way was justified at the time it was built.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The trouble at
Ongerup wag once more caused by the wild
rush to settle country whieh was not under-
stood, The Ongerup land waas assnmed to
he hetter land that that at Gnawangerup.
Now, Gnowangerup is perhaps the finest
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stretch of country in this State. It was
timber country, but in comparatively a few
miles it changed to what is known as mort
conntry, What did the Government of the
day dot They started by putting in rollers
to clear the land in a face. Hupge areas
were cleared by steam {ractors amd tree-
pullers of all descriptions. An enormous
organisation was created for the purpose.
But after the growth was cleared, it seemed
to grow faster than it was pulled. Ongerup
was the scene of many sad individual losses,
but the total of the individual losses was
little ag compared with the loss to the State.
After the settlers af Ongerup had overcome
tbe diffienlty of regrowth, they fournd that
the land would not produce those crops that
they tried to get from it. Eventnally all
the Ongerup lands were praetically aban-
doned until to-day, when people are going
back to that district and resettling it as a
dairying proposition, instead of, as origin-
ally, a wheat and sheep proposition. I am
going to deal with the Seuth-West pres.
ently, and T am relating these other exper-
ienees just to have a connecting link with
what I have to say on the subjeet of group
gettlement. The whole of our diffieulties
are due to the fact that we rushed in, and
did not experiment and make sure before
we started. Tens of thousands of pounds
were wasted in the Orgerup area, and at
Lake Pingrup and also at Lake Brown. As
the member for Perth (Mr. Mann) knows,
Lake Brown was settled years apo. Tens of
thousands of ponnds of the Agriculteral
Bank’s mouney have gone into Lake Brown
lands, and yet members get up here and
compliment the Government on the settle-
ment of Lake Brown. The scttlement in the
Lake Brown district is resettlement. There
is no use in erving over spilt milk. These
things have been dome, and it is just as
well te know that they were done by onn
who claims to have served the agrienltural
industry of this State. Tnstead of serving
that industry he has, by his wild reckless-
ness of administeation, run this country iuta
a diffieulty which, T sav advisedly, is one
that prevents Western Ausiralia from get-
ting aunt of its present finaneial tronble. 1
rannot ree daylight throngh owr troubles.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Yon took part in that
wild admistration, didn’t you?

Hon. W. I. JOHNSON: T did not, The
unfortunate part of it all was that there
wag no opportunity of stopping the thing
after Labour eame into nower in 1911. 'The
harm had heen done then.

Mr, J. H. Smith: But you were ron-
cerned in all this.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: T was a mem-
ber of the Honse, of course, hut T aat in
Opposition, The responsibility for the
doinga of those days re<ta nwpon the Adlmin-
istration that has jnst Jeft the Treasury
hench and now sits in Opnosition. 'We mnst
realise theqe difficulties hefore we ean ar-
rive at a solvtion of them. The memher fnr
Avon {Mr. Griffiths) the other night snoke
of n railway ronning thronch a helt of
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country known as Yorkrakine and XNorth
Baandee. Let us review that situation. I
say this, also advisedly, that that railway
conpot be built, because the proposition is
not eronmmnicatly sonnd, Why? Beeause of
a political blunder made by the gentlemen
who now sit in opposition. A line was
built from Dowerin to Merredin. The Bill
for the construction of that work was intro-
duced by the late Hon. Frank Wilgon, then
Minister for Works. He got anthority from
Parliament to extend the Goomalling-
Dowerin line from Dowerin to Marredin,
and he stated definitely that the proposal
was to run the line practically parallel with
the Eastern goldfields line for a distance of
30 miles. The intention was to give the
right of 13 milea deviation from the in-
tended rente as mentioned in the Bil), [
think it was tke then member for East Fre-
mantle who opposed the 15 miles devintion,
and the distance was reduced to five miles.
The then member for Avon (Mr, Bath)
pointed out at the time the speeial poasition
of the Yorkrakine settlers. and he appealed
ta the Gavernment to see that the five miles
deviation did not go north, that ,in order to
do justice to the settlers, it should wo seonth.
Mr. Uniervwood followed in the debate anad
he too made an appeal which was against
taking out the line a distanece of 30 miles
ng proposed in the Bill. The definite de-
claration made by the then Minister was
that the line would go 30 miles out, Many
members who addressed themselves 1o the
proposal asked that the five miles limit
given should go south 8o as to reduce the 30
miles digtanee to 25, Had that been done
everything would have been all right. Buot
it was not done, and it is proposed now to
spend £340,000 to put the matter right.
What is the position to-day? A Bill was
prt through on the understanding that the
twe lines were to be at the most 30 miles
anart. The member for Toodyay (Mr.
T.indsay) informa me that he knows the
distance & 35 miles at one point., and ths
rettlers of Yorkrakine declare that it i= *0
miles. 8o that instead of the deviation
having been taken sonth towards Yorkrakine
it is taken north and away from them.

Mr. George: Then the five miles limit
must have heen cxceeded.

Hon, W. D. JTOHNSON: TUndonhtedly.

“There is no question about it that the dis-

tance betweent the lines at one place ig 35
miles and that at another place it ia 40
miles. We therefore have the unfortunate
settlers at Yorkrakine and Baandee in a pre-
rarious position. They are on some of the
finest land in Western Australia. The pro-
dnetion from that part of the State is as
great as it is in any other good aren in
the State. We have settlers in a magnifi-
eent helt of country, where the oraduction
is very hig. carting a distance nf 20 miled
in one wav and 20 miles in another way,
not asg the erow fliex but n= the rond coes.
Of course thev are up against & proposition
that thev cannot earrv. It i3 only hecause
the area ia wonderfully pood that they have
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been able to carry on. Now, if we carry
out the proposal of building a line through
that area, nstend of the carting being 20
miles it will be 10 viles to the Eastern gold-
tields line, 10 miles to the proposed new line,
10 mileg south and 10 miles north. In other
words we shall be cutting up an area into
four instead of into two. The trouble is
that the 10 miles distance is a limited
aret, amd it is so linited that we caunot ¢x-
peel the line to pay iuterest and working
expenses of the whole of the line. It may be
suid that I am opposed to giving these
people relief. That is not 0. As Minister
for Works 1 tried to overeome the wrong
thut was done before the advent of the
Labour Government in 1911. 1 saw that it
wus economically unaound to build this par-
ticular raiiway, that the country could not
carry it. We cannot finance it and we have
too many railways of the kind already.
What is the solution? [ ani sorry the Min-
ister for Works is not here, but in his ab-
sence I will explain the matter to the
Treasurer.

Mr, Mann: What about a spur line from
Tammin?

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: What I propose
is worthy of investigation. We find that
motor transport is competing against the
best equipped railways of te-day, We have
motor transport from Fremantle to Perth,
and the rates are cheaper than those im-
posed by the railway.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about the damage
to the roadsi

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON:
proposition,

My, Clydesdale: But you are only taking
twelve miles.

Hon. W. D. JOINSON: That is sufli-
cient to jnstify an investigation as to
nhether my proposal is feasible,

Mr. Thom=on: They go much farther
than twelve miles in the Eastern States.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: As a matier of
fact motor transport runs from Fremantle
to York.

Mr. Georee :
freight,

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: And auccessfully
competing with the railways to a limited
extent,

Hon. J. Cunningham: Where?

Hon. W. . JOFINSON: Between Perth
and Fremantle.

Mr. George:
oextent.

Hon. W. D). JOONSON: T am not pre-
pared to argue that. If motors can suecess-
fully compete with the railways there, the
subjert is worthy of investigation. We
should inquire as to whether it can be done
profitably elsewhere. If the Yorkrakine
seitlers wait until we get the £340,000 with
which to build them their railway they will
have to wait too long. It is not fair to ask
them to wait so long.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The line was ap-
proved by the House last session.

That is another

And taking high-class

And to a very considerable
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Hon, W, D, JOHNSOX: I know, but we
have to previde the money. What T suggest
is that it is worth while considering whether
we can start a road from Tammin aleng to
Yorkrakine, from there to North Baandee,
and joining up Baandee with the Eastern
line, and possibly maeking a connecting link
with the Dowerin railway. That could be
done for about £50,000.

Hen. J. Cunnningham:
£100,000.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ker may be a better authority, bot § will
ask him to let my figures stand for the
moment, [n aecordance with the policy
adopted by tbe Federnl anthorities, money
iz advaneed for making roads for the relief
of those who cannot economically market
their produets. If there are any such
gettlers in Western Australia it is surely
those who are in the Yorkrakine country.
I suppest that we construet a road in that
partienlar area to enable the gettlers to
secure motor transport, which is compara-
tively cheaper at the present time than rail-
way transport. Not only should we be
affording relief to these settlers by so do-
ing, but we should he saving the couniry
the expenditure of the £340,000 which the
railway would cost. Moreover these par-
ticular settlers would get relief at a con-
siderably earlier period. If what I suggest
is not done, these peaple will have to wait
for a considerable period.  The Minister
for Works is a practical man and I appeal
to him to investigate the matter. T koow
the area and ¥ know that there are no en-
gineering diffcultics. As o matter of fact
a goold deal of the road is already made,
and it conld be so constructed that it would
be an economiegl proposition to make it fit
to carry heavy motor traffic. There is an-
other matter that must be cleared up. We
hear people talk about the settlement of the
Yorkrakine area having been a wonderful
thing and that the settlement of that par-
ticular country was really the start of the
settlement of the wheat belt. We gather
also from the remarks of hon., members op-
pnsite that they were responsible by reason
of their association with polities in this
covntry, for the settlement of the wheat
helt. Nothing iz further from the {irnth,
The memhber for Northam (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell) was not a member of this House
when the wheat beit was seftled in a prae-
tical way. T.ong before he eame to this
{*hamher the then membher for Bonlder, the
late Mr. .J. M. Hopkina, had proponnded
the nolicy of the settlement of what is now
the Eastern wheat belt. Tt was he who con-
vinced Parliament that wheat growing in
that part of the Btate was a practieal pro-
position and he demonstrated that by start-
ing the Nangeenan settlement. Tt was that
settlement that convineed us that suecesaful
farming could be carried on as far east as
Nangeenan. The late Mr. Hopkins selected
men from the goldfields to make a success
of farming at Nangeenan, Yet to-dav we
find that the Leader of the Opposition is

More like about



[5 AveusT, 1924.]

declared to be the real father of the wheat
belt and the man who is supposed to have
concpived the policy of settling people on
the eastern agricultural lands, and conse-
quently claims the eredit for the attendant
success. I do not know of ome thing that
the Leader of the Opposition has done of
a practical nature to assist agrienlture.
That is & big thing to say, but I defy hon.
members to search the records amd to find
that that gentleman has been the cause of
the development of agriculiure and its sue-
cess in Western Austrelia. I repeat that
the original settlement was coneeived and
carried out by the late J. M. Hopkins,

Mr. Richardson: Hopkins was not a
member of your party.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I know.

Mr. Richardson: Then why c¢omplain
about it?

Hon. W, D. JOHKSON: I desire to give
credit where credit is due. 'We hear nothing
about Hopkins now; he is dead and gone
and gets no credit for what exists to-day,
and others are prepared to pirate the credit
due to him for work aceomplished. What
the late Mr. Hopkins did has been continued
by succeeding Governments. The Lahour
Government did something and the member
for Northam did something to help on the
industry. The foundation, however, was
Yaid by the late J. M. Hopkins,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The late Mr. Thros-
sell, too.

Mr, Richardson: And a number of others
helped.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I am prepared
to give the measure of eredit that is due
to any hon. member, but I am not going to
allow oune hon. member to pirate another
member’s work.

Mr, Richardson: You said the ex-Premier
has no credit due to him for land settle-
ment. I say he has.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I did not say
anything of the kind. I asked you to
search the records of the House and find
out what had been done by the ex-Premier
to give praetical assistance to the develop-
ment of agricultore.

Mr. Richardson: T will tell you later on.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: Well, I want to
know., I do not knmow of anything he has
done.

Mr. J. H. 8mith: Tell us something of
what you di@ when Minister for Lands.

Hop. W. D. JOHNSBON: Whai I did was
merely part and parcel of the Labour policy.
If wou will search the records of the de-
velopment of agrieulture, you will find that
10 measures eame from the Labour Party
for every one from any other party.

Mr. George: Well, why talk sbont thatf

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: Because it has
heen denied so often on the public platform.
T want the party with which I am asso-
ciated to get full eredit for what it has
done for agriculture.

Mr. Richardson: 1 am prepared to con-
cede that eredit.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Well, I am sorry
the hop. member did not say so during the
clections, when it was generally given out
that the development of agriculture would
be retarded if Labour were returned to
power,

Mr, Richardson: I never said that.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Your party did.

Mr. Richardson: Why accuse met

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber did not give much credit to the Labour
Party for the part they bhad played in the
development of that industry. I am now
taking the points that I think are respon-
sible for our financial difficulty. I say it
has been due to want of diseretion on the
part of those administering prior to 1911,
due to the scattering of a limited number
of people over a huge area. Iis only soln-
tion to-day is the quick incresse of popula-
tion. It is because I know we cannot
absorb the people in sgufficient numbers
within a limited period that I say our
financial difBeulty is so great that we can-
not sec daylight through it. The number of
people we can bring in will not be sufficient
to overcome the difficulty set up by de-
velopment congiderably ahead of existing
pepulation. The Government must encour-
age immigration to the fullest extent. But
the task has to be approached with extreme
care.  Particularly have we to see to it
that the selsetion of migrante is very care-
fully made. We must exercise our full
right of deciding who shall, and who shall
not, come to Western Australia,

'The Minister for Lands: We cannot do
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If we allow the
Commonwealth to do it, not only shall we
oot get ont of our difficulties, but we shall
get deeper into them.

Mr. Mann: They are finding the passage
moncy.

Mr. Corboy: Not finding it; only lend-
ing it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:
money is but a small item.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth are finding £5 108, and the British
Government the same.

Mr. George: And we have to nurse the
baby.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: That is s0; we
have to nurse the bahy. The Commoawealth
are calling the tune, and we have to take
what they send us. We munst exercize full
diseretion in the selection of migrants, If
we cannot do that, the position is indeed
black. I do not think the Commonwealth
have the power the Minister credits them
with,

The Minister for Lands: They have full
power to overgee. We have two men there
to nominate.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Those men can
exercise supervision.

The Minister for Lands: They cannot
go around the country making selections.

The passage
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{lon, W. D, JOHNSON: The sole solu-
tion of our difficulties lies in immigration.
However, we must not be carried away. We
kave to exercise great care. That brings me
to group settlement, I welcome the declara-
tion thut a Royal {‘fommission ig to be ap-
pointed to go into group settlement. Group
gettlement in itself has no speecial features.
We had group settlement many years ago.
There is nothing special in having closer
settlement in the South. We must have
closer settlemient if that country is to be
developed. The special feature in the group
settlemment scheme of the late Administra-
tion is the payment of 108. per day for land
clearing, Rob the group settlements of that;
apd they lave no distinctive feature at all.
Years ago we had group settlement on land
that comparcs with auy land now under
group scttlement in the South-West. I
allude to the Denmark estate, It is excel-
lent karri country of a class that will re-
spond to treatment and carry dairy stock.
We settled Denmark on the basis of a group,
and we made a failure of it. We had practical
experience at Denmark, yet we had to write
off £76,000 capital espenditure in one lot,
and I do not know whether the area cam
earry the liability still charged against it.
Why was that £76,000 written off? Be.
cauge we went about the clearing im exactly
the same way as we are going about it on
the group secttlements to-day, although in a
more aggravated form., Deamark wag
cleared on & face, and a8 soon as cleared it
started to reafforest . In that country the
growth is worse than the original, aad
harder to get ri@ of. We rushed in on a
huge ecale, and we are repeating the thing
in our group gettlements of to-day.

The Minister for Lands: They are not
exactly similar to Denmark,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, they are
worse, The point is that the nnemployed
cleared Denmaxrk on a face. The ssttlers, fine
sottlers they were, were brought down from
the proldfields. ‘Fhere was not a loafer
amongst the team. Yet after years of
strnggling they had to admit failure, and
the Government had to write off £76,000
and reorganise the whole thing, Even to-
ilay Nenmark js not flourishing,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Was the land all clegrad
for them?

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: It had been
cleared, but it was regrown and they lad
to reclear it themselves.

Mr. Richardson: Which year was that?

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: In 1908 or 1909,

The Minister for Lands: That was the
time we sent the goats Aown.

Hon. W, . JOANSON: Yes, I could tell
a pretty tale about that.

Mr. Mann: Do you think the difficulties
of the South-West are greater than the orig-
imal difficulties in Gippsland?

Hon, W. D, JOANSON: Na, I should
say they are abont the same, Although I
have related that experience at Denmark,
T atil) think the South-West can be suceess-

[ASBEMBLY.]

fulty settled. It must be seitled. Unless we
van make u success of the South-West, the
dairying outlook in Western Australia is
pretty bad indeed. Dairying is the out-
standing unomaly -in Western Australia to-
day. We go to the Old Country and ask
jeople te come to our wonderful Wtate,
whire land is available and where the pro-
duction is enormous. Yet every month we
nuve to diselose in our 1eturns the faet that
we capgot feed ourselves, that we have o
Lring in botter, vzas and other dairving
products.

My, E. . Johnston: The scttlement of
the South-West is an attempt to overcome
thut difficulty.

Hou, W, D,
do it.

Mr. Sampson: Are we to sky the towel?

Hen, W. D. JOHNSON: We tried to do
it at Denmark, but we failed. To-day we
are trying tho same thing in the group set-
tloments, and will again fail. The weakness
is thut we are trying to do by human effort
what should be dome by nature. We cannot
tconomically clear that country in the green.
Tn the wheat belt the land must be cleared
in the green, but in the South-West that
plan will not work, There we caunot cut
down the timber and burn it, for it will
not burn. You ean blow it to pieces and
you still have difficulty in burning it. It
can be burnt but the cost of clearing is
oxcessive. How can success be made of set-
tlement in the South-West? Tt can be done
in one way only, and I believe that will he
endorsed by other members. You have to
send the ringharkers through the country
ahead of settlement. The country must he
ringbarked and sucker-bashed, the small
stuff cut down, and a fire put through.
The next year another fire must be put
throngh and the country must be sucker-
hashed again and if neccessary fired once
more, and the process repeated for a period
of five years.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Ard it will be another
100 years hefore you settle the country.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSQN: No. In five or
scven years you can put on the tree-pullers,
and everything can then be burnt and the
counfry cleared at a minimum of cost, When
vou have the country cleared yon have
gweeter 1and than you would otherwise have.
Yon can put in your fodder crops and feed
your cows in a few months, and the groups
enu take the cows and start their dairving
industry,

Mr. Chesson: That is sound.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The cost of
vlearing in the green is excessive. When
the country has been cleared there is all the
re-growth to cope with, and the sourness
of the land is being perpetuated. In five
years you will still he struggling with the
sourness of the land, and the dairving in-
lostry will not have been established be-
czuse you cannot grow the crops.

Mr. J. H. 8mith: The ground is not sour
at all.

JOHNSOXN: Then it will not
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Hen. W. D. JOHNSON: I am only de-
claring my opinion.

Me. J. H, Smith: It is wrong. Your
opinion is all right in throry.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T shall oe

pleased to read the report and evidemee of
the Commission to see whether that is rizht
or wrong.

Mr. J. H. Snith:
right.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: Where jn the
Jion, member’s electorate are cows heing
mai’ntainéd to-day on newly eleared conn-
try?

It is certai:tl.\"Jlut

J. O, Smith: There are no cows

Mr.
there yet.
Tan, W, D, JOHNSON: Tf there ure

any cows in the hon. member’s” electurate
they are heing fed and milked on land that
hns heen ringbarked for yeurs,

My, J. H. Smith: The clover ia growing
to-day as well on the green couniry as on
the ringbarked country.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must warn
members that they cannot be permitted to
routinne these interruptions. The hon. mem-
ber will kave an opportunity of speaking
later.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The hon. member
challenged me, and that is why I answerad.

Hon. W. D. JOHXNBON: Let us take
Bridgetown, for instanee. Where is the
greatest amount of atock carried there? 1s
it not on country that has been ringharkd
for yeara? That country was not cleared
in the green, but was ringbarked, and the
fires Qid the work that the previous Govern-
ment were trying to get human heings to
do pnd setting them an impossible tagk.
You can scttle that country in a manner
that will be productive to the State, and will
not he a financial burden that perhaps will
have to be written off, and you ean do it in
five or seven years by the method I snggest.
Wlhat I am declaring is practical, and
know it to be sp from my experiénce of the
Denmark area. T rode over every farm in
thit loeality nnd investigated every one.
repotted to Cabinet in regard to the great
difficulties of Denmark. The trouble was
clear, Tt was that the land was too sovr.
Go to Denmark, or to Nelson where the
karri growd. We find that the tops of the
hills ig the place where you get some of the
finest crops. We have waxed eloquent about
the wonderful Incerne on the tops of the
hills ot Denmark. That land was ring-
harked, and the sun being allowed to zet
intn the ground aweetened it. Thare is u
far sweeter growth on the hills than there i
in the puflies. Tn the gullies the lneerne
is of atunted pgrowth, but in the hills it is
growing as well a3 it does in any part of
Australin. What is required is to let the
sun inte the ground so that it mav bhe
sweetened. That is what happens at the
tops of these hills, and that is what will
happen elsewhere if the right procedure is
adopted. Whilst T am pessimistic in reg-od
to the present method of settling the Sonth-
West, 7 have the utmost confidence in the
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land ultimately producing more than suffi-
cient {or thig country. It can yield an cnor-
mong wealth of dairy preduce, The only
way this can be done is to ringbark the
counity, and prepare it for settlement for
five or =even years hefore any attempt is
made to put people on it. We are trying to
do hy homan effort at great expense vhat
thoull Wir doue by nature at a minimam «f
enst. As a farmer T was amused at the ery
tl.at wns started some years ago to increase
produetion.  One rathered from the remarks
of Ministers, hacked up hy the Presa of the
econntey, that the grent question in Western
Avstralia was inereased produetion, They
said, ‘*What we want is more wheat; we
want 25 millinn bushels where now we bave
onlvy 18 million bushels.’’ There iz no Aiffi-
enlty about prodnetion in Western A'uatralia.
Noes anyone want to run away with the
tdea that, becanse a Minister going throngh
the country savs, ‘‘Put in more wheat,’’
the favmer will put in any more? The
farmer puts in every acre he ean. Generally
speaking, he tries to put in too mueh and
does mot do the work thoroughly, with the
result that the production per acre in West-
ern Australia is not as great as it should
be. Tt was an empty cry and of no value.
The problem of Western Australia is not in-
creased production, hut the problem—that ie
recognised by the Federal authorities as the
problem of Australis—is one of marketis,
not production.

My, Griffithe: You gre quite right there,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The TFederal
authorities nre going te spend some money
investigating this important question of
markets,  Australia is snffering to-day, not
heeauvac ghe does not produce sufficient, but
bhevauee she eannot market profitahly that
which she does produce.

Mr., Mann: That docs not apply teo
wheat. ‘
Hon. W, . JOIUNSON: I lmow. A

Minister, instead of going through the coun-
try saying what he does, would better serve
it if he devoted Lis cnergies to a study of
the market problems, even those of wheat.
The wheat marketing problem iz a difficult
nne. Enormous sums are wasted, that conld
be saved if some expert went into the mat-
ter and advised what could be done. Wheat
farmers help one another in the way of pro-
ducing wheat. They talk to one another on
the question of soils and how to cultivite
the land. and they exchange views. They
help each other in all kinds of ways, as to
the kind nf whent to he grown and the
amount of super te he used. They are all
aunt"orities on the question, becanse every
hour of the dax ther are sfndying it. Tt is
their problem, and thev ean help one an-
other in solving it. There are, therefore,
no diffieulties alout production. The farm-
cts exchange their views over the fenee and
they help each other very materially. hut
ther are helpless altopether in regard to the
markets. They eannot disenss that question
with any awthoritv. We have nothing in
this country to investizate frem the pro-
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ducer’s point of view so all-important as
the question of markets. Marketing is the
funetion of Government, That is what Gov-
ernments are created for. Their function is
net to do for the people that whieh they can
do for themselves, but to do for the people
that which they cannot do. Unquestion-
ably the people of this country canmnot solve
the marketing problem, and 1 am glad to
say this difficulty has been recognised by the
National Parliament. The Mitehell Admin-
istration failed beeause they lost sight of
that question. The member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Bmith) will know that the people in
his district are concerned about marketing
Tacilities.

Mr, J, 1. Smith: That is true,

Hon, W. Id. JOHNSON: And that they
did not get much nssistance or encourage-
ment from the previous Government.

Mr. J. H. Bmith: Oh, yes, we did.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOX: I shall be in-
terested to know what was done,

Mr. Corboy: T knmow they built a shed
at Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H. Smith: We had a fruit advis-
ory board created, and the Government paid
something towards the expense.

Mr, Mann: And the transport.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: At all events
the result has not been very satiafactory.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It has been of great
benefit,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: With regard to
the marketing of the preducts of the coun-
try, there has been only owe organisation
that has attempted it, and it has done so
under grave difficulties. I refer to the farm-
ers’ organisation, their co-operative move-
ment. Everything should be deone to foster
and encourage auy orvganisation that at-
tempts to relieve or assist the Government
in its function of =olving the marketing
problem. I appeal to members to apprec-
iate the faet that in this country we bave
an organisation of which we ought to he
proud. I refer to the co-operative move-
ment, with which, T am proud to say, T
have been associated for some years. There
are members who question the genuvineness
of that movement. Let me say, as one who
has stodied co-operation as closely as any
member in this House, that it is a very fine
organisation. In the first place the co-op-
erative socicties in Western Anstralia, of
which there are now 75, and the Westralian
Farmers ILtd., are purely co-operative con-
ecrns. I defr contradiction of that state-
ment. The rules and articles of associntion
and administration are truly co-operative,
as we understand the term, and as our
knonwledge goes regarding the huge co-op-
erative soeieties of Great Britain.

Mr. Thomson: That is a little bit of a
change.

Hon. W. D. TOHXS0ON: Not on my part.
T bhelieve the organisation has heen very
much misunderstood, and poasibly misrepre-
sented.

Mr. Sampson: Hear, hear!

(ASSEMBLY.]

Hen, W, D, JOHNSON: T have been con-
nected with the administration in a purely
honorary ecapacity for some years. I am
not paid, and do nol draw a penny out of
it. I have been working for years to bnild
up the co-operative movement.  There is
absolutely no connection between the Wes-
tralinn 1"armers Co-operative Seciety and
the Primary Producers’ political organisa-
tion.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why have they members
of Parliament on the Execeutive? "

Hon. W. D, JOENSON: I will take that
point. Why have me, a prominent member
of the Labour movement, a member of the
Westralian Farmers? Why have Mr, Diver,
another member of the Labour Party, or
Mr. Lathlain, one of the oldest farmera of
Bruce Rock, and also a member of the
Lahour Party, connected with that organi-
sationt Why say, because Mr. Bagil Mur-
ray is associated with the Executive of the
Primary Producers’ Assoeiation, that this
assovintion dominates the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd.t

Mr. J. H. 8mith: T did not say that. Yon
said there was no connection between them,
and T say there is.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: There is the
same econnection betwcen the Westralian
Tarmers Ltd. and the Primary Producers’
Agsoeintion as there is between the Westra-
lian Farmers and the Trades Hall: no more
and no less.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Oh, no.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You are absolutely
right.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T want the hon.
member to he fair to the organisation of
which we are so proud, and not to make
gsuch a definite pronouncement without in-
vestigation.

Mr. J. H. Smith: T am only saying what
is true.

Mr, . B. JTohnsion: You are saying what
is incorrect.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her is misrepresenting the position. There
is no connection between the two bodies.
T give the hon. member that assurance. I
would like to give him an opportunity of
making 2 thorough investigation of the
whole question, for that would prove io
him that he is wrong. T would welecome the
opportunity of taking the hon. member down
and giving him the fullest information.

Mr. T. H. Smith: They said that some
members af the partr were not fit ta be
members of Parliament.

Hon. W. D, JOANSON: The trouble is
that some members do not want to be in-
formed.

Mr. Richardson: You are not in accord
wtih the poliecy of the Primary Producers’
Associntion, are you?

Hon. W. TX. JOHNSON: No.

Mr. Richardson: You do not believe in
the P P.A.Y

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No,

Mr. Richardson: Tt is just as well to
know where we are.
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Hou. W. D. JOUNSOX: If I believed in
the policy of that association I would be
associated with it. It is becanse I believe
in the policy of the Lakour Party that I
am ussoeiated with that section, 1 am now
as enthusiastic a labourite as ever I was,
although I am a farmer. The co-operative
movewent is one that should be fostered
by the Labour Party rather than by conm-
mwereial interests.

Mr. J. H, Smith: [ apree with you there,

Hon. W, D, JOIHNSON: I make an ap-
peal to members of Parliament and partie-
ularly to members of the Labour Party to
refoice with me that we have a eo-operative
movement of such magnitede in this State,
and ume organisation thal is purely West.
eri Australian.

. AMr. George: You are saying that there
s no politiea] connection hetween the two
orgranisations.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Yes.

Mr. George: That is all we want to know.
_Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If I have con-
vinced the member for Murray-Wellington
then I have convineed other members as
well, for he needs convincing more than
others.

Mr. Richardson: We have got all we
want to know about it.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Then I have
convinced the hon. member, too.

Mr. George: . You are mimply telling us
that there is no connection between the
Primary Producers’ Association and the
Weatralian Farmars Ltd., that is all

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Apart from the
general difficulties with which this eoncern
has been faced, and which faced our pro-
ducers generally, there is the question of
marketing, and our market is deminatea oy
Eastern States organisations. I have asked
the Premier to place upon the Table of the
House a return showing the number of com-
mercial eoncerns operating in Westorn Aus-
tralia whose head offices are situated in the
Eastern States. I wish to secure that re-
turn to bring home to hon. members the
necessity for a motion such as I have given
notice of regarding another matter. I wish
to emphasise the enormous grip the com-
mereial interests of the Eastern States have
upon Western Aunstralia. It is impossible
for an individual to fight against that grip;
we must fight it. If we take the position
regarding butter we find practically the
whole distribution is in the hands of thoss
wholly interested in butter production in
the Eastern States. They are not anxious
to market the results of Weastern Austra-
lian production, and that is the chief Aiffi-
culty in connection with dairying. Why
is it that the butter factories established in
different parts of the State are not flourish-
ing in proportion to the quantity of butter
fats they receive? It is because the diffienl-
ties of marketing are so great. Why is that
so? Tt is becanse they are np against the
huge interests dominated from the Eastern
States.  Thoce interests must maintain
theiv grin on Western Australia which has
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proved sueh a glorious market in the past.
It is beecause of this they wish to maintain
their grip on the market at all costs.

Mr. Richardson: That is our difficulty
in connection with everything we under-
take,

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The member
for Subiaco supports my views now. In
order to get over this difficulty we must put
onr heads together.

Mr. Richardson: You hal better cotne
over here.
Hon. W. I». JOHNSON: We must re-

alise that we have a responsibility to the
conntry, and we should work to overcome
those ditieulties. A point I wish to make
is that the individual cannot do this. It re-
quires an organisation or a combination.
The only urganisation that can be expovted
to cope with the position is the co-operative
movement of Western Australia, What is
that movement? There i3 a capital invested
in that concern of €200,000, every penny of
which was subseribed by the producers of
this State, Why? To help in marketing
their products. That capital is small com-
pared with what is required. Therefore, 1
am justified in making an appeal to Par-
linment, and particularly to the Labour
Party, to realise that, just as the Federal
Government have appointed a commission
to investigate Western Australia's speeial
positicn, so we should see whether we can-
not foster and encourage this co-operative
movement to a greater extent. It has not
had mueh encouragement from Parliament
to date. We should see if we cannot get
over some of the difficulties and assist in the
struggle against Eastern domination. As it
is, the ro-operative movement is surely but
gradually overcoming that domination, but
the progress is slow in proportion to the
capital required to do the job. This is a
matter in which the ({overnment could as-
gist, not oniy by direct help, but in small
considerations as well. They can assist
by merely understanding the co-operative
movement and by recognising that there are
men who have their hearts and souls in the
task. People eriticise Mr, Basil Murray,
the general manager of the Westralian Far-
mers Ltd. I differ from him in many things,
but T take of my hat to him on account of
what he has done in fighting the commercial
interests that have dominated Western Aus-
tralia for so leng. I take off my hat to
him for the manner in whirh he has over-
eome many of the diffenlties emeountered
from time to time and the way he has
steered the organisation away from pit-
falls. T honour him for the work he has
done in the interests of the penple nf
Western Australia.

Mr. Mann: He found it necessary to join
two combines.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON:; He has shown
judement in many respects. Those who have
profited by his work—and there are several
members in thia House who have done so—
know the organisation and know what he
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has done, We should be able to do more if
Government assistance were available, I do
not know that I need pay anything more on
this particular point. 1 believe marketing
is the main problem, and in addition to
what the Government can do in affording
direct assistance, we must realise what
this Western Australian association has done
in extending its operations on a co-opera-
tive basis. Instead of having a turnover
of £3,000,000 as the organisation had last
year, which is enormous considering the de-
velopment of Western Australia at the pre-
sent time, and instcad of being a partner
in & huge buying and selling agency in Lon-
don having a turnover of £4,000,000 last
year, we should be able to do more 11 we
had but a few words of encovragement, and
if, when we were up against difficulties, we
eould go to the Uovernment and point out
what we were doing for Western Australia
and secure some assistance. We were up
against difficulties that we could not over-
eome at the time; Government assistance,
if available, would do mueh to assist in
furthering the movemeat.

Mr. Thomson: You are suggesting the
wheat pool.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: I believe the
wheat pool is established and I do not
think we will have any difficulty in that
connection. There is the question of mar-
keting fruit, however. Let me give the
House one illustration. I will take the po-
gition in my own electorate of Guildford.
Growers there were producing dried fruits
and they sold a gquantity of fresh fruit as
well.  The products were marketed without
any diffienlty. Men made good profits and
the industry increased until it carried a
fairly large population, all of whom were
carrying on satisfactorily. The idea got
abroad regarding dried fruits, partieularly
of the guality grown in the Swan district,
that there was a wonderful opportunity for
expansion. The Government bought large
areas of land suvitable for the purpose, and
apparently as good as other holdings where
satisfactory returns were being seeured.
Then the Government established refurned
soldiers there, and the result was that pro-
duction was multiplied by about 100 per
cent. The tromble was that no provision
was made for marketing the produce.

Mr. Thomson: That is so.

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: The position to-
day is that the men who were making a
success of their holilings are now struggling
apainst the diffirnlties of marketing, and
new gettlers to-day, who cannot possibly
compete with the old ones on a prufitable
basnis, feel the position keenly and will have
to get out. What is required is some kind
of organisation that will enable those con-
eerned in this industry to make a living.
T£ that is not done there is no alternative
but for the returned soldiers to walk off
their properties. Last vear they did ereate
an organisation to help themselves and en-
deavour to regulate the market. As is 30
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often the case with such movements, there
were a few who broke away and the few
who did :o got the advantages resulting
front the establishment of the organisetion.
As a result of their actions, what promised
to be a suceressful marketing organisation
in the early part of the searon failed
throngh the disloyalty of a few. What is
required is better marketing facilities. |
do not propose to weary the House any fur-
ther on that peoint, I have dealt with mart-
ters of importance, but I have not touched
upon questions affecting my own comnstitu-
ency other thun the brief reference to the
position of the producers on the Upper
Swan. I may be forgiven, therefore, if I
make an appeal on bebalf of the more te-
mote parts of the State. When I had the
opportunity 1 went to the North-West and
tke North to see what kind of asset we had
there, I wished to know whether we were
getting o maximnm result from those nreas,
and whether we were developing them in
such a way that we could not procure bet-
ter refurns and at the same time asgist in
the general advancement of the State. I
found there one of the finest countries one
could gaze upon. There is no doubt about
the magnitude and the enormous wealth of
the far North. There is no doubt about its
possibilities provided the country is devel-
oped in the right way. In 1911 the Labour
Government attempted to organise the
North-West on a basis that would provide
better results than are heing obtained to-
day. We have to carry a burden there that
has retarded development. T refer to the
extension of the pastoral leases to 1948.
That was an outrage. We had been wait-
ing for 1928 when the leases would run
out, and we were looking forward to an
opportunity of reorganising the settlement
of that country on a baais that would bring
about increased production, Before 1928,
however, unfortunately for Weatern Aus-
tralip, the monopolistic land owners had a
(rovernmnent in power at the time whom they
could influence, and the Government then
extonded the lenses for another term until
1948, 1f hon. members consider some of
the properties there they will understand the
position, Take Minderoo Station. 1 buiit
the wool shed on that station in 18908, so
I know something about the property. It
is on the Arhburton River, and I have seen
40 feet of water ecome down the river, vne
of the fineat streams ome could ever wish
to see. There are glorious opportunities for
damming it and conserving it. But the
Minderoo estate runs for iniles along tie
river, monopolising all that length of it.
It was taken up by the late Sir John For-
rest and his family. In that estate we have
a million acres. The hack portion of the
land cannot be used, becaunze it has no pro-
vigion for water supply, the station depend-
ing on the supply in the Ashburton River.
Tf the country were eut up the other way,
and wells and dams put in, the whole of
the area could be developed. Then the
back, rather than the front of it, would
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carry the maximum number of sheep. How-
ever, all that land is monopolised so as to
prevent other people getting the henefit of
the full productiog of which the lapd is cap-
able. Nevertheless the Bill was passed, giv-
ing an extension of that lease and all other
leases till 1948, A Government that is de-
termined can gee that even that iz dis-
vonnted. T do not say reversed, because I
am no believer in confiscation; but when
we have a limited number of people eon-
trolling sc vast an area, we require to see
to it that they contribute to the revenus in
proportion to the arca they hold. And
when, moreover, we see the enaormous wealth
those people are getting from their holding,
and the further epormous wealth they are
not getiing, but other people would get if
the land were differently cut up, it is time
we stepped -in and adjusted the anomaly.
The pearling industry is subjected to a eon-
trol that limits its effectivencss from a rev-
enue point of view, and limits also its em-
ployment of white labour. The Government
ought to overcome that. When one goes
along the coast and ealls in at the ports
where the steamers are regular, where ice
is distributed from the steamer’s freozing
chambers, and where vegetables are ob-
tainable, it is remarkable that the people
of the port advocate the employment of
black labour, declaring that the North-
- West is no place for white people, Yet
when one goes inland to Marble Bar and
Nullagine, one finds men who have
been on the tin flelds for tem years with
never a coloured man amongst them. Whyt
Becanse the coloured man could not live
under the same conditions. Where the
minerals are found inland we find the white
man to develop them, but along the coast,
where the grog is to be found and the vege-
tables and ice, all the people ery out that
it is no place for the white man. That
country vp there is worthy of special atten-
tion. In 1912 or 1913 the then Governmcnt
did try to develop it, but their efforts were
eut short by the outbreak of war. How-
ever, the opportunity is again here to do
something with the North-West. I trust
that we may all put on our thinking eaps
and realise that we have there a huge
country under the control of certain people.
Our commerce is dominated from the East-
ern States. That also ought fo be investi-
gated. Our great North-West is in the
hanils of those who are not doing justice to
it. By close administration the Governizent
should do that which bas been neglected in
the past. As for the South-West, I appeal
to the Government to make the earliest pos-
sibte announcement in respect of the in-
vestigation, and to start that imvestigation
without delay, A change of administration
is required to make the South-West attrac-
tive, to make of it a place where we con
produce economieally and allow Western
Anstralia to earry on until it has produced.
But the burden imposed upon us to-day is
altogether beyond the powers of the 350,000
souls in this State.
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AMr. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.51): I re-
alise that I have uot yet the confidence
that, I expeet, will come with greater ex-
perience. It is trying for a mew member
to spezk to a House like this. However, I
am not the only one, for the Premier, ad-
dressing a meeting at Wyalcatechem & fow
years ago, said it cost from £300 to £400
to educate a new member and make him of
S0Te uee,

The Premier: Not L.

Mr, LINDSAY: Therefore I take it I
still have time to improve. The &peech
|romises encouragement to greater produe-
tion from lands served by exigting railways,
and says that legislation is to be introduced.
I do not know what that legislation is to
be, hut when it comes along 1 will deal with
it. Although I represent the primary pro-
ducers, I think it is the land owner’s duty
to effectively oceupy his holding. If he is
not prepared to do that, legislation should
be introduved to coerce him. According to
the Speech it is also intended to introduce
a Closor Settlement Bill. T do not believe
it possible to bring idle lands under pro-
duetion without such a Bill, because a small
lard tax is searcely calculated to burst up
big estates. If the Government intend to
introduce a land tax I should like them first
to give us a better system of valuation than
we have to-day. In my district we have had
a revaluation raising the values 200 per cent.
Altthough I am not prepared to say it is
too high, still 1 do not think it right that
an officer of the Taxation Department should
be able to declare to a land owner, ‘fYou
will pay so much,’” We ghould have some
methed of appeal agaipst that sort of rul-
ing. There is in the Land Aet a section stat-
ing that the vnimproved value is the price
the land will bring in the open market
under reasonable terms and conditions, ag
if no improvements had been added to it.
But who is to he the judge of that? The
departmeatal officials say they go to the
Titles Office and look at the sales. In my
opinion that is seldom done, If I want fo
buy a property for my son, there is nothing
to prevent my paying for it at a sentimental
value which is not the valve of the land
generally in the distriet, However, I do not
think that is the way they make a valuation.
When an officer, who did his work honestly
and weill, came to my place I asked him how
he made his valuation. He asked, ‘‘Will
vour land produee 14 bushels to the acre?’’
I said it would. Evidently that is the way
they make their valpation. Only a few
days ago, at a meeting of surveyors in
Perth, Mr. Camphell, an officer of the de-
partment, said that nine road boards had
been revalued, and that the boards were rat-
ing on their new valuations. That is mot
correct. Two boards in my district have
been revalued, but are not using the new
valuation, because they consider it too high.
T suggest that the Government should in-
guire into the Now Zealand system. Under
that, loeal courts are appointed and inde-
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pemdent experts, not taxation officials, do
the work of valuers. Our sole method of
app:al is to vome down to Perth and appear
before the c¢ourt here. That is not possible
to allof us. In New Zealand they appointaga
memtber a re] resentative of the road boards,
the Lunds Department appoints another
member, and those two sit with an inde-
pendent, ¢hairman, Such 3 system is more
likely to do justice Ly the appellant. We
have all had exjerience of the Income Tax
Department.

Me. Panton: No,
Py incime tax,

Mr. LINDSAY; We find that the taxa-
tion ollicials try to get as much as they
prssibly cnn tor the State. In my district
we lave lwen forced to pay a firm £10 10s,
ser umpun to proteet us against the Taxa-
timn Department. 1 do not want that sort
of thing in respect of land valuation as weil.
While I have said the land owmer should
effvetively oecupy his holding as a duty to
the State, at the same time the State has a
duty to the land owner. Tt is the duty of
the State to provide him with facilities of
production, and te furnish him with things
necessary to keep him in the country. Now
I wish to say something about the land in
the Tocdyay Valley. A few months ago,
when 1 introduced a deputation to the Min-
ister for Lands, we took with us samples of
drigd fruit., A slight mistake in the pub.
lished report of that deputation made it
appear that the fruit had been grown
on my farm at Toodyay., I do not
happen to bave o furm there. I mention
this beeause, when I speak of settling the
land of the Toodyay Valley, I do not wish
members te think that 1 have any land there
for sale. I have been up the Toodyay Val-
ley, and I ean say that practically any erop
that ¢an be grown in Western Australia
ean ke grown in that villey. The Minister
declared to us that five men held 70,000
aeres within 17 miles of Toodyay. I do not
think that is right, for the bulk of ihat land
is held under natural pasture, runaning shesp.
Of course in a vountry like thut, where we
have ‘railways, roads snd sehools, it should
he a question, not of aercs to the sheep, but
of sheep to the uere. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. .Johnson) re-
ferrel to the wheat bhelt and  men-
tioned the Dowerin-Merredin and the York-
rakine railways, I happened to be with
the Railway Advisory Board when they went
through the Dowerin-Merredin  country,
The settlement of the wheat belt in my dis-
triet took place from Dowerin with very
little assistance from the Governmoent, and
the men who went there took up small held-
ings. The district has a fine rainfall. The
avitlers, in order to get a start, seratehed in
a crop, as it is commaonly known, and some
seratehed their way fo prosperity, while a
few unfortunately ended in poverty. Thase
whn followed and adopted similar methods
had a similar experience. In 1915.16 Pro-
fessor Paterson visited Wryaleatechem, We
had had a series of dry years and had passed

We her¢ never have to
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through bad times. The Professor lectured
on the growth of erops und, when he had
finishied, [ was called upon to propose a vote
of thanks. 1 said, ‘‘We haye learnt quite a
lot from your lecture. a{‘_e know it is
necessary te fallow aud cultivate the land,
but unfortunately the advice bas come too
late. The majority of ua went on to the
land with the assistance of the Agricultoral
Bunk, and the officials of that institution
assisted us to farm badly, after which they
sent oul experts to tell ns we had done
wrong. By our methods of farming we are
gambling on pgetting 20 inches of rain 2
year und by our methods of financing we
are pumbling on getting 20 bushels to the
acre, Owingr to the dry season we got nouv,
il the consequence was a load of debit.
You ndvise us to return to safe methods,
hut we cannot. We gambled and got into
debt, aml now we have to pgamble to get
oul of debt."? We know there have been
great failures in the wheat belt, They have
been the fault of the Government. The Gov-
ernment are finding the cash and are pay-
ing the piper and should eall the tune. The
Government should have forved the settlers
to furm their land in the right way, In
other countries that have hiad big settlement
schemes, there have been many  failures.
When the people of Ameriva went westward
they went in years of heavy rainfall and
mined the soil as we are doing, but when
the rainfall diminighed those places were
abandoned. Later on settlcrs returmed and
adopted better methods, and those lands are
now supporting thriving and prosperous
communities, The difference between their
seitlement schemes and ours is that there
the settlers provided their own money, while
here the Government find the cash., We
have an experimental farm and a Depart-
ment of Apricnlture, They are doing much
good, but the Department of Agriculture
shonld he able to instruct settlers in the
proper way to farm and should encourage
them to do it that way. We cannot wait
for onr children to grow up; we must edu-
cate the farmer who is on the land to-day.

The Minister for Railways: How many of
the farmers say they would have heen sue-
cegaful but for the department interfering$

Mr. LINDSAY: The Government found
the money and the Government should have
asgisted us to farm in the right way. A
man who goes on the land with the assist-
ance of the Agricultural Bank receives an
advance to elear his land and to buy a drill
and lrorges. The whole system encourages a
settler to merely serateh in his crop. The
man must get a return quickly, and though
the land will stand two or three seratched-in
crops, once farmers get into that way they
eannot get out of it. Tt ia harder to give
up bad methods than to learn the right
method. In congenquence of this scratehing-
in of erops the virgin fertility is going out
of the land and weeds are heroming preval-
ent. The serttler takes the view that he must
get another gond erop in order to be able
to pay his ercditors, and then he promises

.
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to farm in the right way. These methods
may have answered at Dowerin, but in the
back ¢ountry the methods employed are the
same or worse than those adopted in the
wetter distriets. The farmers are not adopt-
ing the methods that should be followed in
the drier areas. L have figures from the
latest ‘‘Journal of Agriculture’’ showing
the difference between good and bad farm-
ing. At the Merredin experimental farm
in 1916-21 wheat grown after fallowing
yielded 22.43 bushels per acre, whereas with-
out fallow the yields were 10.47 bushels, the
increase in favour of fallow being 11.96.
In 18919 the rainfall in the six growing
months was 7.48 and the yield was 26.16
busghels per aere. Therefore to produce a
payable erop is not so mueh a question of
heavy rainfall as of proper farming methods.

The Minister for Lands: The members
of the LAB, have been abused up hill and
down dale because they have assisted the
farmers.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have heard similar
talk, but I consider the members of the
I.A.B. have not gone far enough. Even
they themselves are not insisting upon the
Tole of fallow after the first year. There
ig a great deal of land in Western Australia
¥et to be settled. Although there have been
failures we should recognise these facts and
profit from owr mistakes. If a man adopts
wrong methods for a few years, he gets
sueb a load of debt around his neck that it
is almost jmposgible to get rid of it. I
think many of us got out of that diffienlty
owing to the very high prices of wheat dur-
ing the war. But for those high prices
there would have been a great many more
failures in the wheat belt, T do not wish
to deery the wheat belt, because T believe
the average yield for the State could be
raised considerably if only farmers wonla
adopt better farming methods. The Direc-
tor of Agrieulture is aiming at getting an
average of 15 bushels for the State. In my
opinion that is a very modest cstimate.
Our present wheat lands, if farmed pro-
perly, would yield an average of more than
15 bushels. My average sinee 1915 is 19
bushels to the aere. Last year the average
for the State was 11.4 bushels. T was under
the impression that our average was very
low as compared with that of other coun-
tries. America supplies millions of dollars
per annum to educate her farmers and this
edueation goes beyond the mere carrying
out of experiments. What i3 the use of
experiments if you keep them to yourself?
If you spend money in cxperimenis the
knowledge gained should he disseminated
amongst the farmers, and the versonal
touch is best of all. The yield in the four
great wheat states of America from 1890
to 1921 was 138 bushels to the acre. In
North Dakota it was 9.2; Sonth Dakota,
11.9; Kansas, 13.5; and Nebraska 14.1
When we adopt efficient methods I belicve
we shall equal their vields and probahly
exceed them, There is another matter con-
neeted with the T.AB. Unfortunately,
quite a lot of my constituents are clients
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of the board, and I often have to go to the
office on their business. On many occasions
I have informed the trustees that people
have taken up too much land. A man be-
comes land hungry and finishes up land
poor. The Government should have decided
long ago what was a living area, and if
they find the money, it should be oaly in
respeet to an area sufficient to provide the
man with a living, or probably slightiy
more. When a man selects 3,000, 4,000 or
5,000 acres it is not in the interests of the
State, Neither is it in the interests of the
individual. If he is receiving Government
assistance he will require 15 years to im-
prove 1,000 acres and the balance represents
a drag on him. He has to pay land rents
and rates and taxes on the idle portionm,
which is also a breeding-ground for vermin.
If another settler were established on the
second block it would mean more population.
One of the reasons why we cannot get the
things we require in the country is lack of
population. If there was more population
in the country there would be more schools,
more hospitals and mere social life and
greater inducements for people to remain
on the land. I hope the Government will
deeide what is a living area and, if they
agsist settlers financially, they should do so
only on condition that the living area is
not exceeded. A thousand aecres of fair
Jand is quite enough for uny man,

Mr. Chesson: How many acres have you

ot?

& Mr. LINDSAY: I have 1,328 and I think
I produce as much as any other farm of the
same area, [ would not ask others to do
what I could not do myself.

Mr. Latham: The Government restricted
settlers to 1,000 acres long ago.

The Minister for Y.ands: The settler’s
wife can take up another 1,000 aeres, which
means 2,000 in ali.

Mr. LINDSAY: On the question of edu-
cation, if I ask the Government for any-
thing, I shali expect the landholders to do
their hit na well. One reasen why eountry
life is unattractive to many people is the
lack of educational facilities. ‘The member
for Gnildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) spoke
about a school in his diatrict that required
repnirs. My trouble is there are hundreds
of children in the country that have mno
sehool at 2ll. T recognise the difficulties in
the seattered districts of Western Australia,
but if we are pgoing to keep people on
the land, we must provide at least facili-
ties for primary eduration. It is the
duty of the Government to give primary
education to every ehild hefare starting on
secondary or university education. We
have seenndary and university education to-
Aav. and vet there are manv children in the
country who cannot attend a school unless
ther come to Perth, When they come
tn Perth, it i3 not to he expeeted
that their mothers will remain on the farm.
One of the primary factors responsible for
the depopulation of country districts is the
lock of school facilities. Althongh we can-
not have schools everywhere the Eduecation
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D. partment should make some provision for
the cducation of every child. I suggested
to the llireetor of Kdueation some three
Yyears ago that in centres like the one I am
g, caking of school hostels should bhe pro-
vid. i, where the chbildren eould be edueated
instead of being sent to the city and where
they could b boarded. That may be re-
garded as un  iunovation, but something
must be dene 1o remedy the pregent diffi-
culty.

The Minister for Railways:
the ¢orrespopdenes classes!

My, LINDSAY: They may be all right,
but o farmee's wite bas very little time in
which to attend te that sort of thing, A far-
mer's wite i9 probably harder worked than
any other wonman, Very eoften she has to
buarl the wmen. She, theretore, cannot sit
down and supervise the education of her
cliildeen.  Correspondence classes do some
good, bt in hundreds of cases are not prae-
tical. [ supgest that school hostels should at
all events be given a trinl. I have lived for
sulme years svven miles from a scheol, and
have had to semid my children to DPerth to
learn their alphabet, The same thing ap-
fHies to scores of other people. 1 have here
a letter from the Eduocation Department,
dated the 14th Scptember, 1922, to the ef-
feet that the Minister had approved of a
portable school bheing erected at Muckin-
budin, and that the Public Works Depart-
ment had been asked to call for tenders as
early as possihle. That school has not yet
hegn built. [ have heen told that the rea-
son is that the people in that locality have
sinee built 8 hall. This will be an import-
ant centre. I Ao not see why the settlers
shiould he penalised because they have put
up their own hall.

The Minister for Lands:
department have rented it.

Mr. LINDRAY:  They built the hals
with their own money. At one time we usc.d
to get a subsidv of 30s. in the pound for
the building of an agricultural hall, but to-
day we have to raise the first £150, and
then the Government will lend an extra
£250 on the persona) guarantee of the sef-
tlers, the money to be paid back on the
workers” homes system of instalments.
There would be a fine commotion if the
tiovernment said to the owners of workers
homes, *“We will use your home whenever
it swits ns.’? T have advised settlers in
future to finance these halls through the
Tiank, which T think is a better method than
going to the Government.

The Minister for Lands: Does not the
department pay rent for the use of the
halt?

Mr. LINDSAY: I believe so. 'The mem-
ber for Guildford (Hon. W, D. Johason)
referred to the Yarramonv-Boaandee rail-
way. He put himself up as a judge as to
whether it conld be built or not. He said
there was not sufficient produce in that dis-
triet to warrant it. The Railway Advisory
Board, however, held a different opinion.
The Minister for Lands the other night in-

What about

1 suppose the
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terjectad that the line would be built in its
turn. 1 say it will not, because its turm
caine round years ago. I sgree the Dowerin-
Merredin railway should not have been
built where it was, but it is too late aow
il the people have been settled on the
land.  Fhe settlers who were promised u
railwuy further back should be given the
line.  The Yorkrokine settlement was omne
of the first in the wheat belt after Sir
Juwes Mitehell became Minister tor Apri-
culture. It wus first formed in 1908. 1
lived within two or three miles of the houn-
dary. Some of the settlers there have been
carting whbeat since 1908, a distance of 2
miles, I lave collected certain figonres
slowing the wheat traffiec between Decen-
ier and April, and for November and after,
I roesived fipures from the station wasters,
Two station masters have not yet supplied
me with the details, On the Dywerin-
Nungurin line, and on the Wyaleatchem-
Culealling line 421,631 bags of wheat ware
delivered last vear at the siding. In ad-
dition to this there are 50,000 bags of
wheat of whieh [ have not got particulars.

Mr. Sampsen: Is that on the Baandee
line?

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 have the report ot
the Railway Advisory Board for 1920 eon-
cerning the Uecarty-North Baandee railway.
Tt savs:—

ERe railway suggested to serve the coun-
try between Ucarty and North Baandee,
the Railway Advisory Board has traversed
the above country for which railway faeil-
ities are urged, and has the honour to sub-
mit the following report. Within lines
drawn 10 miles from and pazallel to ex-
isting railways, a stretch of country is
contained, about 67 miles long with an
average width of nine miles. Its area is
approximately 448,500 aeres, of which
Ux0.800 acres is alienated or in process
nf nlienation, and 158,800 acres is still
Crown land. From returns received it is
ostimated that within the area to be
served there are about 226 settlers, who
have 126,529 acres of forest land cleared,
6,584 acres of forest land uncleared;
total 223,113 acres cleared and uneleared
(forest}, This appears to be a liberal
estimate. The approximate production
for 1919-20 is returned at—185,588 hags
of wheat, 6,914 bags of oats, total
192,502 bagy, say, 16,000 tons.

Mr. Griffiths: That was four years ago.
This year’s estimate provides for another
100,000 bags.

Mr, LINDSAY: The report continues:—

This tonnage may with railway facilities

he reasonably expected to increass to 20,-

000 or 22,000 tons. The main centre3 to

be served are Uearty, on the extrems weet

of the belt, Hindmarsh, about 9 miles
further east, Yorkrakine about 18 miles
east from Hindmarsh, and Kodjkndjin,
ahout 24 miles furtler on. The hest of
the land surrounds these centres which
are serarated from one another by higher
grade country at present pot used to any
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great extent, but which with railway com-
munieation might in the future be made
productive. Lhe settlers in the centres
mrutioned have in most cases to cart from
12 to 18 miles to the existing railwnys
over roads which in many instances are
henvy ond sandy. The Board is ot
opinion that permanent transport facili-
ties are warranted not only on account
ot fie present reduction of the district, bat
alro because of the probable ingrease of
production given such facilities. The
length of the line will be about 75 miles,
and the estimated cost £135,000 om a
one in GU grade, and £75,000 on a one in
100 grade. ln considering the construe-
tion of & line snch as the one dealt with
in this report, the fact that it will make
the work oo the farmer less laborious and
relicve him of transport difficulties which
are properly outside the proper functions
of a farmer, must not be lost gight of.
If farmers are compelled, owing to the
distanve from a railway, to spend two
and sometimes three months of the year
on the road they will be inclined to
either reduce their cultivated area and
depend more on stoek, or leave the land as
s00h a3 they are atle to Jo so. The develop-
ment and proper ewltivation of farms by
owners not finaneinlly strong is seriously
retarded owing to the time taken up by
earting. In the approximate resulis of
workings of distriet railways given in the
teport of the Railway Departinent for the
year ended June 30th, 1919, it is shown
that the majority of the agricultural lines
do not pay working expenses, exeluding in-
terest, and, if it 18 essential, bofore the
construction of further distriet railways
can be favourably viewed in the future,
that it must be shown that better finan-
¢ial results must be attained, the Govern-
ment might be prepared to consider the
question of imposing a charge on the land
served by the railway, which if funded
would go towards paying the eapital
cost. .
That was four years ago; to-day the posi-
tion is different. These people were put
there in 1908 and promised & railway. This
ja one of the politieal railways. Before
tha last election some three or four
vears agoe the Railway Advisory DBoard
was sent there, and the settlers were
promisert a railway. Before the last election
a Railway Bill was passed; but that was
another sonp, The Minister For Lands aaid
he 10)d the peorle that the railway wonld
ke built in its turm, [t thonldl have been
biilt vears ago. Tt is suppriving to me,
not yet knowinw all aba t political dodres,
that the first time the Leader of the Omn-
position spoke from his vresent seat in the
House he expressed the hope fhat the Gov-
ernment would build the Yorkrakine rnil-
way, The Leader of the {Ypposition was
Minister from 1906, and? waa Premier for
five vears., One would have thought if he
felt the railwavy wa- nceessary h- wonld
have built it when he had the right to pro-
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vide the tunds. The Premier and ihe Min-
ister for Lands were both at Yorkrakine a
tew years ago. Speaking as the Leader of
the Upposition the Prewier said bis party
were 1o tavour of the railway, but could
not give auy promise as he had no authority
to do so. He did, however, say he would
support any Governmient that swould intro-
duce @ Bill for the coustruction of the line.

Mr, Griftiths: That was just before the
election,

The Minister for Lands: The railvay we
promised when we went there was that which
was curried further over,

Me, LINDSAY: [ do not know why the
settlers should suffer beeuuse of the ignor-
ance of other people. 1 have here a letter
from the Agriculiural Bonk in conpection
with the matter, although it does not apply
to this particular case. 1t says there is no
yuestion as to the guality of the land, but
that no settler over 121, miles from a rail-
way can be expected to farm so far from
one aud meet his ebligations. These people
have lLieen trying to do thus for the last 16
years., They have not been able to go in for
better methods of farmiug because of the
time spent in carting their wheat. The
yield per necre is gradually declining, aund
the farmers will have tu be given better
facilities for growing wheat than they now
have. It iz not fair they should be penal-
ised, and I hope the Minister will give the
assurance that they will shortly have rail-
way facilities. The prosperity of the State
is hound up in the development of ite nat-
ural resonrces. Owing to our great indebt-
edness per head of the population it is neces-
sary te produce wmore from our land. With
me it hus never been a gueation of more
&cres, bot more hraduetion per acre. I hope
the Minister for Agriculture will bring the
knowledge possessed by his Department he-
fore the farmers so as to encourage them
to produce moare per aere from their land.
From my practical experience I know that
great mistakes have been made in regard
to agricultural settloment. Wrong methods
have been adopted. We must improve onr
mcthods and imjrove them gquickly. One
matter that T have not yet dealt with ade-
quately s water supply for the eastern
wheat belt. I spoke on thigz subject some
time ago, and a member of the House
asked mr why the people did not sink dams.
Nuring a eonsiderable period § have heen
agitating for the extension of the goldfields
water gcheme to the wheat belt. Liring in
dry distriets, we do not often et sufficient
rain to fill our dams; but with good farm-
ing it iz quite possible to obtain satisfae-
tory results even if there is verv little rain.
In the far castern country large areas of
pgood land are found. Wherever there are
considerable stretehes of forcst land, wa find
B bhig extent of flat conntry. T am sorry
to say that the late Government did not deal
seriously with the extension of the water
scheme. Two years ago, accompanied by
the member for York (Mr. Griffiths), I saw
the ex-Premier, who, in reply to me. stated
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that before I got home there would be a
thunderstorm and I would not require
scheme water, I hope the present Govern-
ment will not deal with requests in that
manner. Later the Mitchell Government
promised to assist the people of my distriet
with key dams. Departmental engineers
have gone through the ecountry and made
certain investigations., Travelling through
the eastern wheat belt, and especially the
far east, where the ground is quite dry as
far as the running of water is concerned,
one finds that every eight or ten miles there
are large rocks, which seem to have been
put there by Nature to serve that country.
I have to thank the present Minister for
‘Water Supply, Mr. Cunningham, for the as-
sigtance he has given me, He haa never yet
told me to ge home and await a thunder-
storm. He has promised to help in the mat-
ter of water supply for the wheat beit, The
hon. gentleman tells me that he is poing up
to that country with the Chief Engineer for
Water Supply shortly, when T hope the
problems I have mentioned will he investi-
gated and money found to conmstruet key
dams. The matter is one of the most im-
portant we have to deal with in regard to
the settlement of the wheat belt. In many
cases it is not possible for the farmer to
provide water for himself, his country be-
ing flat and occasionally not good holding
ground. Water should be supplied throngh
the natural channels and means that Nature
has furnished,

Mr. WITHERS (Bunbury) [9.34]: Firat
of all T join in eongratvlations to the Pre-
mier and bis Miunisters on attaining power,
and in the congratulations which have been
offered to you, Mr, Speaker, on your eleva-
tion to a high and honourable position. T
also desire fo extend congratulations to my-
self, on the fact that I am a memher of
the party now in power. One naturally
likes to be on the Government side, where
one has an opportunity of at all events
eadeavouring to ensure that the promises
put before the people from the hustings
are earried into effect. With one’s party
out of power, one has no opportunity of
doing that. I may be a little parochial to-
pight, but this is myv first speech, and the
snbject is. the Address-in-reply. Glancing
through the Governor’s Speech T noticed
that there was mention of the Fremantle
barbour and the Geraldton harbour. With-
cut denying those ports the right to have
their harbours improved, T certainly think
Bunbury harboor is entitled to considera-
tion at fhe hands of fhe preseni Govern-
nient, having been ncglected by previous
Administrations.

Mr. George: Plenty of monexr has heen
spent there, anyhow,

Mr. WITHERS: T pui forward Bunbury’s
claim beenuse prior to the war, during the
first five years of the Bunbury Harhour
Board’s cxistence, some £20,000 were Te-
mitted from Bunbury to the Treasury.
Upon the outhreak of war Bunburv, the
second pert of Western Australia, larmely
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lost it trade, owing to exports being severely
affected by the hostilities. Bunbury har-
bour, owing to the war, lost some £20,000
of revenue in four years. Notwithstanding
that loss, however, Bunbury’s contributions
to the Consolidated Revenue during the
vearg from 1921 to 1923 inclusive amounted
to over £4,000. Thus there has been paid
into Congolidated Revenue by the Bunbury
Harbour Board, after allowance has been
made for war losses, a total of some £26,000.
Reading the latest report of the Bunbury
Harbour Board I observe that exports have
been increasing. The board predict that
the ensuing twelve months will represent a
furtber improvement, From inquiries made
of the board T know that the year has been
a record one for tonnage dealt with, and
alzo for remittances to the Treasury. Those
faets afford some justification for giving
eonsideration in the near future to the
claims of Bunbury harbour. The draught of
vessels i getting deeper and deeper, and
in Bunbury bharbour one is down to rock
at 27 feet. The oversea hoats of 1912,
1913, and 1914 could ecall to-day at Bun-
bury and berth at the same berths as they
occupied in those years. But to-day we are
getting vessels up to 10,000, 11,000 and
12,000 tons. Hence the necessity for the
increase requested by the deputation. Last
year the fruit-growers of the Bridgetown
district lost heavily on the export of their
fruit. The ‘‘Bakara,’’ which was coming
to Bunbury to lift fruit, was discovered to
have something wrong with her at her last
port of call in the Eastern States, and she
was ordered into dock. The " Fordsdale’’
was substituted, but as she drew 30 feet,
she could not come into Bunbury harbour.
Bunbury being her last port of leading,
she was naturally down to about Plimsoll
mark before she arrived here. 1In conse-
quence the fruit to be shipped in that hoat
had to go to Fremantle, The Bridgetown
growers are at an average distance of only
67 miles from Bunhury, and shipping their
fruit via Fremantle involved an additional
115 miles of railage. TIf Bunbury harbour
had better berths, the State steamers wounld
call there, At present, however, that is im-
practicable, The Minister for Works has
given us consideration by purchasing a
Commonwealth dredge now lying at Albany,
with a view to its being utilised at Bun-
bury, This is to be done as soon agz the
deal is completed with the Federal Govera-
ment. Speaking to the Minister for Works
on the subjiect a little while ago, T was in-
formed by him that everything was in order,
but that the Commonwealth Government
wanted the ecash. Tt was a hardship on the
new (fovernment ecoming into office to find
such conditions existing. 7T learn now that
the conditionn of sale and purchase have
been apreed upon except as regards one
provigo, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment reserve the right to take the boat
away from BRunbury at anv time they de-
gire. My own view i that not much Aiffi-
enlty is involved. The proviso most likely
is only an nrgeney measnre, to he used in
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case of anything untoreseen occurring. Bun-
bury jetty bas been extended vepr by year,
until it is now like a dog’s hind leg aml
runs about a mile out to sea. Ever since 1896
the Bunbury breakwater has been wunder
eonstruetion, and has been extended and
again extended. I trust that the new En-
gineer-in-Chief wiil be a man with an under-
slanding of harbours and docks. He shoulbl
be sent to Bunbury to find out where the
residents could get a harbour thar would
suit the South-Western ¢xport trade of the
futore. Timber, of course, has so far been
the principal export from Bunbury. How-
ever, we¢ are looking forward to the time
when the life of our native timbers will
have to be conserved and its exportation
restricted considerably. In that case we of
Bunbury will have to look te other exports,
principally the export of agricultural pro-
duets, Tf the gronp settlements sueeced in
the manner that has been suggested, the
South-West will become the salvation or
Western Australia. The South-West will
have to he looked to for the supply of all
our dairy products. Tt is ideal country for
dairying, pig raising, and the like, Tn no
other part of the State can the dairying
industry be fostered as in the South-West,
Until the people there had thoroughly rea-
lised what the member for Guildford (Hon.
W.D. Johnson) mentioned to-night, as to
dairying by proper methods, they produced
more butter than the people available to
purchase it could consume. That was 35
years ago. What happened then? The people
who were producing the butter were making
more butter than could be sold, simply be-
cause other people were not there to
buy it. Having large holdings and pas-
tures, they turned their attention to stock
raising, and produced on the country we
now call the north coast lands some of
the finest, if not the most numerous herds
ever known in Western Australia. Some
of those cattle have been on exhibition
and they are a good example of what can
be produeed hn the South-West. T {rust that
the Government will be able to do something
in that regami, although the financial posi-
tion is not very satisfactory. The member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) mentioned coal. T
recognise that we in Bunbury are almost at
the pit’s mouth of Collie, but the railage
from Collic to Bunburv presents practieally
the same difficulties as those exnerienced bv
the fruit-growing industry. X have been
informed hy the manager of the Amalea-
mated Collieries that it costs something like
65. per ton more to bunker roal at Fre-
mantle than at Bunburv and this increase
is ecaused by the additional freight. The
effect of this increase in the price of Collie
coal means that at Fremantle it can onlw
he proenred for hunkering purposes at a
coat little below that of Neweasatle coal,
which is regarded by some nas the hetter
artiele. In the vircumstances it is not
strange that manv shirowners vrefer to pav
the extra few shillings in arder to met New.
castle coal. Dorbtless if they could pra-are
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the Collie coal at 63, per ton less it would
Le aw inlucement for them to take the local
article ratber than the imported. If berth-
ing accommodation were provided at Bun-
bury so that ships of a deeper draught could
utilise that port, the bunkering would
be done at its natural port.

Mr. Mano: Where do the South African
boats bunker ¢oal, at Durban or Bunbury?

Mr. WITHERS: Mostly at Durbanm.

Mr. I'unton: Where there is black lahour
available,

AMr. WITHERS: Most of the South
African bouts thut call at Bunbury for tim-
ber are run by the Seouth Mirican Govern-
muent, and it is only natural that they should
utilise their own produet. Much has been said
regarding our education system, of which
we have bonsted for years thal it is one
of the lest in the world. We have boasted
of our free education; in theory the system
is all right, but in practice I do wot think
it comes up to the stamlard we would de-
sire. I bhave had personal experience in
sending my children to the High School at
Bunbury, and I do not think that institution
is funetioning as was intended. I admit
that the svatem of establishing high schools
in the country districts is in its infancy,
and paturally some consideration must be
extended to the department on that score.
Children are not allowed to leave school
until they have reached the age of 14 years.
The average youth reaches the sixth stand-
ard at 13 years of age, if he has any ability
or brains at all, When a lad attains that
nge at Bunbury, and passes throngh the
gixth standard, he has to go to the High
School in order to enter the seventh stand-
ard, and that means a large inecrease in ex-
penditure,  Had I honght new beoks ror
my girls who attended the High School, it
would have cost me about £10; by purchas-
ing secondhand hooks I paid about £7 10s.
I know of an instanece where a boy had
reached the sixth standard and his record
was one of distinetion. His parcents were
in poor circumnstances, Either he had fo
ge to the High School to continue his edu-
eation, or he had to remain in the sixth
standard at the State School until he
reached 14 years of age. The result was
that he had to stay in the sixth standard
for a vear, during which he re-learnt what
he had been taught dveringr the previous
year. A child shonid be given facilities
that will enable him to pass throngh the
serenth standard, so that he may at least
have o reasonable education in which to
start out in life. As it i, many children
are debarred from the advantages of the
higher standards becanse their narents ean-
not nfford the additional expenditure. Chil-
dren do not realise what they miss at that
age, hut it is only in nfter life that ther
will feel the effects of their restricted edu-
cation, Tn the latest report of the Educa-
tion Department reference is made to
manual training in the State sehools. and
it iz stated that boys in the fifth standard
have the henefit of that tvpe of education.
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At Bunbury the manual seetion has been
transferred to the High School. This means
that if a boy’s parents can afford to send
bim to the High School, he will have only
one year's tuition in manual work and that
is nut of much use. I bave the support
of the staff of the Bunbury State School in
my econtention that the seventh standard
should be restored to that institution, and
I believe the department have that matter
in hand as well as the re-introduction of
the manual ¢lasses. The same ‘position
arises in connection with the girls’ course
in domestic scienece. A girl attending the
Modern School van decide what eourse she
will pursue. If she desires to be a tailoress,
or to go in for dress-cutting or millinery,
she has the opportunity, when she enters
the seventh standard, of being taught a
course in aeeordance with her desires
thigughout her stay at that inatitution, An-
other troubie with the High Sehool:

Mr. Mann: Do you waut to get rid of
that institution?

Mr. WITHERS: The trouble is that com-
mercial education is not dealt with at that
institution. 1 wished onc of my girls to
undergo a course of training in eommercial
subjects, and T had to send her either to a
night school or to private classes. Children
shonld have an opportunity of getting that
type of education at the High Sehool. Re-
ference was made to the selection of a site
for the agricultural college. I do not know
whether consideration bae been given to the
south-west portion of the State in-the selee-
tion of the site. Training that a lad will
receive on a farm in the wheat belt is not
that required for a lad whoe will be engaged
in developing land in the South-West, where
the country is heavily timbered. There is
no comparison between the two methods of
cultivation and an  aprienltural college
shonld be established in some part of the
South- West, for it is obvious that farming
in the group settlement arens is different
from that carried on in the wheat belt,
The member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths} men-
tioned that there wus too much land in his
electorate fhat was not linked up with rail-
ways. Tn the South-West the position is
roversed, for we have too great a mileage

of railway. The time is ripe, there-
fore, for the introduetion of the
measure foreshadowed in the Governor's

Speech in connection with land taxation. 1
trust that when the measure is in operation
we will find that areas sueh as those
between Pinjarra and Pemberton will be
foreed into a state of productivity. When
passing some of the land people in fraina
are apt to say that that land is not worth
clearing. T have had experienee in the
South-West for over 30 years and I kmow
thot part of the State very well.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Youn try to buy
that Jand that they say is not worth clear-
ing!

Mr. WITHERS: Tn one part of the dis-
triet T have seen rubterranean clover grow-
ing lnxuriantly on land that no ome would
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clear 13 or 20 years ago. To-day that land
could not be bought for £50 an acre. There
are hundreds of acres of the aame clasa of
Jand available in that particular distriet. L
believe the dairying industry, under proper
direction, ean be made a success. Mention
was made in the Speech of the Govern-
ment s intention to introduce a Bill to deal
with maio roads. L come from an electo-
rate where good main roada ana goud
feeder roads are urgently required. I am
gorry the Minister for Works has seen fit to
close the quarry at Roelands. Although
that concern may not have been paying, it
has proved of wonderful value to the
gouth-western districts, The stone was pro-
dueed so cheaply, apparently, that the Gov-
ernment had to elose down the quarry.
I have been in communieation with the
loeal authorities at Bunbury and have been
informed that it is suggested locally that
the quarry should be taken over by the
local bodies, and a smaller plant installed.
In this way, with proper erushing and
grading, sopplies of stone econld be
provided at 6s. per ton. That will
be a satisfactory price as againgt the
present rate in and around Bunbury of
something like 14s. per ton. All we Te-
quire, if we are allowed to take over the
quarry and place it under the control of the
loeal authority, in fair consideration from
the Railway Department regarding freights.
In the past those charges worked out at
about 14. per ton per mile, and if we get
the same consideration and also have the
benefit of assistance from the Federal road
grant, we will be able to do a lot in pro-
viding better roads throughout the south-
western distrietsa. Another question in re-
lation to the railway service concerns cot-
tages for railway employess. I notice that
the Commissioner of Railways, in his re-
port, states that a nomber of these cottages
have been established in the country dis-
triets in particular., That iz a worthy
action on the part of the Commissioner and
1 believe it is capable of further extension.
I know that in Bunbury it is a difficult
matter to get a decent honse at anything
like a fair rental.

The Minister for Railways:
applies te Perth.

Mr. WITHERS: But in Perth there
are hetter facilities available. 1 would
also like to see exeursion trains run more
frequently in the South-West. Many peo-

The same

ple avail themselves of those exeursions
during the sommer months and 1
think they would take advantage

of winter exeursions, if they were provided.
A burning question in Bunbury is that of
the removal of the loen workshops. They
are to-day exactly where they were in 1993,
notwithstanding the expansion of the trade
of the port. T know that the Railway De-
partment has advoeated their removal. Tt
meana a cost of some £35.000. That will
be an imporfant question for the Minister
when bringing down his Estimates. It is
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essential that something should be done.
Another question regarding! the railways
that was not mentioned in the Speech, but
which, I hope, will be considered, i the
superannuatmn scheme. This stheme was
turned dewn by a big majority, it being
found altogether impossible” for any work-
ing man. It meant nothing short of a re-
duction of wages. Under that scheme a
man would have to pay as much on account
of his superannuation as he now pays in
rent. An improved scheme should be
brought forward for the railway men, be-
cause after having brought up a family a
man, on being retired from his position,
has practically nothing whatever to depend
upon.

Mr. Mann: Seperannuation has worked
well in the Police Department.

The Minister for Railways:
absolutely insolvent!

Mr. WITHERS: Another question affect-
ing the Railway Department is the long
gervice leave, which was lost by one vote,
1 hope that will be given further considera-
tion. The men of the service are very much
disappointed at having missed the conces-
sion after getting so close to it.

Mr. Latham: That is a matter for the
Government.

Mr. J. H, Smith:
grant it to-morrow.

Mr. WITHERS: Then there ia the ques-
tion of Government hospitals in the country.
Indigent people going into those hospitals
are forced to pay, even though they cannot
afford it. I know of a man with a family
of seven children who, after his wife had
heen in bospital, wag met with a bill of
£82 125, 6d. He went on paying it off as
well as he could from time to time, but
eventually fell il himself, With nothing
coming in for weeks, naturally he got into
arrears with this hospital account. Then
he received a summons for those arrears,
and with it a bill for €1 93, costs. I know
of another instance of a man who fell into
arrears in similar cireumstances and who
lrad exactly the same exverience. Since we
have these Government institutions for the
relief of the sick, there should he some
tribunal to <o into such ecases and treat
them on their merits. Again, I have it on
good authority that the food supplied to
patients at these hospitals is not of a
nourishing nature. One patient I know of,
requiring speeial foed and beineg unable to
pay for it, received that foad through the
kindness of the doctor. XNow one more
point and@ T am finished: T hope the Gov-
ernment will be able, if not this aegsion at
all events next session, to raise the exemp-
tion from income tax. Tt is one of the
planks of their party platform. :

Mr. Latham: Raise it to what, £1.000%

Mr. WITHERS: No, £300 would do far
the time being, and would bring it into line
with the Commonwealth exemptions. One
man. attendiog a deputation to the Minister
for Railwavs recentlv, told the Minister that
the palicy of the party wasg a means of rais-
ing revenue. If that be so, I think we

Why it is

The Government could
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ought to be able to use that policy as a
means of raising the exemption from in-
come tax. I hope that when the Estimates
come down we shall find in them provision
in respect of some of the matters I have
mentioned; if not I shall take occasion to
mention them all again.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate ad-
journed.
Houge adjourned at 10.8 p.m.

R ———————
Legislative CQouncil.
Wednesday, 6th dugust, 1924,
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The PRESIDENRT ook the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers,

QUESTION—ARBITRATION ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN asked the Colonial
Seeretary: 1, Will he supply details of the
expenditure incurred in connection with
the Royal Commission appecinted to in-
quire inte the working of the Industrial
Arbitration Act and other matterst 3,
Will Le lay upon the Table the file cover-
ing the appointment and dissolution of
the commission?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1 and 2, The file, including details of
expenditure, has been placed on the Table
to-day.

QUESTION—CATTLE FROM NORTH-
WEST, EMBARGO.

Hon. J. EWING asked the Colonial
Becretarv: 1, Will he lay on the Table of

the House papers dealing with the raising
of the embargo on tick cattle from tho
North-West entering the southern portion
of the State? 2, How many of these
cattle have entered the southern districts
gince the embargo was removed?

The COLONIAL S3ECRETARY replied:
I am tabligg the file this afternoon, but
T ask that the other portion of the ques-
tion bes postponed until to-morrow.



