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have been left unsaid. If the Collier Gov-
ernment wish to keep the group settlement
going, they will give Mr. Angwin a free
band and let him go right ahead and see
what he can do. I amn sure Mr. Angwin
will do everything possible for the advance-
ment of the State. I shall not speak on
education to-night. I wish to congratulate
the Leader of this Hfouse on holding that
very fine portfolio and I hope that either
when replying to this debate, or when in-
troducing the Appropriation Bill, he will
tell the House what I now tell the House
from my short experience, that the officers
of the Education Department are men of a
very high standard and are doing marvel-
lus work for the upbringing of the rising

E eneration in Western Australia. MJr.
Nwan and Mr. Brown spoke on mining,

and they appear satisfied that they now
have a Government which will push ahead
the mining industry ast no previous Govern-
ment did. However, the Mfitchell Govern-
ment assisted mining in every possible way,
so far as I can see. They, wore absolutely
satisfied that the right thing was to reduce
mining costs as much as possible. They
helped the mine owner and they helped theprospector, and they reduced the price of
water. Yet we are told they did nothing
for the industry. The proposed Royal Com-
mission on mining may prove a very useful
Commission indeed. What tlhe present Gov-
ernment aim at, and what the late Govern-
ment aimed at, was to reduce the tariff, so
that machinery might be admitted cheaper
and the industry generally assisted. It is
to be hoped that through action on the part
of the Federal Government something may
be done to assist maining in Western Aus-
tralia. I have read with great pleasure the
reply given by Mir. Collier to the deputation
that waited on him yesterday. The reply
was most sympathetic, and I hope the gold-
fields people have something to look forward
to in the way of reduction of freights.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Take some of the taxa-
tion off them.

Hon. J. EWING: I hope that may re-
suit. The bon. member last session did all
he could to get taxation taken off. I hope
the present Government will do what is de-
sired in that direction, but I am not highly
sanguine that such will prove to he the ease.
Another matter I desire to refer to before
T conclude is the electrical power scheme
which, on mar occasions, has been before
this House. I have on several occasions
failed to carry a motion that I have sub-
mitted in favour of it, hut as water drip-
ping on a stone continually wears away that
stone, so in this cane has the subj1ect eventu-
ally claimed attention. The previous Gov-
erinent appointed a Commission to investi-
gate the possibilities of the scheme. Mr.
Scaddan hadl declared the great bugbear to
be the insuffleieaev of the water supply. It
has since been proved that the Minninup
pan], which is gigantic in size, contains
sufficient water to meet nil requirements.
Mr. Taylor and the members of the Corn-

mission satisfied themselves that there is
ample water in this pool for all purposes.

Hon. A. Lorewin: Only for a small
scheme.

Hon. J. EWING: Oh, no. Mr. Taylor
said that there was more water there than
there was in Perth.

Rion. V. Hamersley: Is it as good as the
Perth water?

Hon. J. EWING: It is beautiful water.
The amount required for the carrying out
of the scbeme is £210,000, and if the col-
lieries are brought together, a proposition
that will be for their own benefit, they will
be able to pay 10 per cent, on the money
invested.

Ron. A. Lovekin: That is the small
scheme.

Ron. J. EWING: It is the nucleus of
the large scheme. It is said that there is
enough water there for every requirement.
The Minister for Railways has already in-
vestigated the matter at Collie and be has
promised that when the money, which is the
important factor, is forthcoming, the Gov-
ermnent will take the initial steps. We all
know that no country will succeed unless
it has cheap power. Cheap power makes
for the good of the State. Ta1 concluding
I can only express regret at the defeat of
the prevous Government. I suppose that is
only natural; but at the same time 1 ex-
tend to the new Government my congratu-
lations and express the hope that under
their management the progress of the State
will continue.

On motion
adjourned.

by Hon. A. Lovekin debate

Hlouse adjourned at 8.34 p.m.

1egto~ativc Resemblv,
Tuesday, 5th August, 1914.
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The SPEAKR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WATER CONSERVATION,
AVON RIVER.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: Has anything been done to carry
into effect the motion tabled by me and
carried by this Rouse on the 17th Novena-
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le,e 1920, reading s followo: ''That in
view of the influx of large numbevs ot un-
migrants in the near future and their part
absorption on closer settlement lines, the
time has arrived wvhen a thorough investi-
gation should be made of the Avon Valley
and Avon River to determuine whether the
Oine fruit growing lands along this valley
can lie utilised for intensive culture"''

Haon. J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: No.

QUESTION-BREAD, PRICE.
Mr. PANTON asked the Premier: 1,

Has his attention been drawn to the state-
ment of the secretary of the Master Bakers'
Union published in the 'Weat Australian"
of the 28th July? 2, If so, will he consider
the appointment of a board to investigate
the proposed inorease in the price of breadYI

The PR~EMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, in-
quiries are being made. Upon the result
will depend the appointment of A board or
other necessary Mstion.

KETL'RS-TRATN INfITEAGVX ALBANY-
5TANNING.

On motion by Mr. A. Wansbrough (Al-
bany) ordered: That a return be l4d
upon the Table of the House showing:-1,
The total train mileage run between 4M-
bany and Ratanning during the winter
time table for the year 1922, 2, The t4tsl
amount of away, from home expenses paid
during such period. 3, The total trailn mile-
age run over the samie section during the
winter time table for the year 1923. 4,
The amount of away from home expensees
Vraid for such period. 5, The saving made,
if any.

ADDRESS-IN\-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

Debate resolved from tbe 31st July,

Mr. SIJEEMAN (Fremnantle) [4.391: Be-
ing a new member it is not my intention
to inflict a long speech on the House on this
occasion. I compliment the Government on
their intention to appoint a Royal ~Cmpaie-
slen to inquire into the mining industry. As
one who has slpnt the greatest part of his
life on the goldfields, I believe the Gov-
ernment are pursuing a wise course. The
mining industry should certainly he shown
a little more sirepathetie treatment than it
has received in the past. Ifembers can see
for themselves that it is a declining Indus-
try and in a few years will be a thing of
the pasqt, unless something is done' to foster
and revive it. I do not suggest for a
minute that this should be done pt the ex-
pen,,e of the man on the land. We are here
to legislate for the whole of the 'State. The
man on the land should receive all possible

assistance, especially the struggler on the
land, hut in return for the assistance
granted him by the State, he has a duty to
other parts of the State. Take a settler
struggling en the land with assistance from
the .A.B. I consider it the duty of such
a Dm11, in return for the assistance he is
receiving fri, the country, to hell) to fos-
ter local industries such as the State Iniple-
mnent Works, w~here mat-hinivirv is ninuofac-
tured for the farmers. I an' fairly sure
there bus beet, an, organised attempt by
some people in this State, who have been
getting a living from the State Government,
to c-ripple that industry. The I.A.B. people
Nove purposely turned down requests by
settlers that implements be supplied from
the Stat, %orks. Although this has not been
done straight out, I have information that
any lair-minded man would agree points in
the direction I have stated. If I had my
way the people representing the ] A.B,
would lie 'traniped,'' just as they have
been Indirertly responsible for tramping
men, out of the State Implement Works.
Settlers should be allowed to purchase their
imuplemnents from the State works and, more-
over, the T.AR, being a Government insti-
tution, should endeavour to foster the in.
dustry and thus keep money within the
,State. I am plensed that the Governmnent
intend to appoint a Royal Commission to
investigate the group settlements. I had
the pleasure of visiting a large niumber of
group, settlements with the Minister a little
while age. In my estimation, the land in
the Reuth-West is practically the best in
the State. Still, I onsider that group set-
tlenients could have been started in other
parts of the State at far less expense than
will Ihe entailed in the South-West. If the
landl along existing lines had been brought
into use for this purpose, it would have
ansoere-c equally wveil and would have been
far less costly. There is plenty of time to
take in band the works of developing the
South-West, an4 the first of our group set-
tlements should have been started on land
less heavily timbered. In the next 20 or
30 years I believe the South-West will be-
come the garden of the State. An inquiry
should result in the collection of a lot of
information that will be valuable to both
sides of the House. I should like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the Min-
ister for Works on having restored the 44-
hoar week to the men that had lost it. Dur-
bag the debate last week some members
weore sutueb cone-rned to ob~tain an assur-
ance from the Government that the 44-hour
we-ek would not he extended to other work-
ers. Personally I am a little concerned, too,
and I sincerely hope that the 44-hour prin-
cipile will not 1-c allowed to atop there, but
that in a few years it will be an established
cndiition for all workmen tbroughout the
State. I congratulate the Gocvernment oa
having included in their programme of leg-
islatiun a Fair Rents Bill. If there is any
place in need of such a measure, it is the
metropolitlan area. When the wages of the
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workers are in disputs certain sections of
the people immediately call for arbitration,
but when the worker asks for arbitration
in a matter of the landflord's wages, those
people raise their hands in holy horror and
say we are interfering with the liberty of
the subject. The landlord 's wages can be
regulated just the same as the worker's
wages are regulated in the Arbitration
Court. The measure for State insurance
will also be welcomed by the people of this
Ntt. Then there are amndments of the
Workers' Compensation Act and the Arbi-
tration Act, which are long overdue. As to
uLlen)iIldPyn1t-nt, it has liven stated pretty
freely l oth inside and outside Parliament,
and in the Press, that unenmploymnct is not
exh,.tent in Western Australia. One of our
eVining parei-4 recently published a lending
article asserting that unemployment was
non-existent here except amongst the on-
empldoyable. I would like the edlitor of that
journal to conic to Fremnantle one morning
anti tell the crowd of people waiting there
for work that they are unemployable. He
wrould not get home very quickly after doing
so. When the Collier tioverament assumed
oflice, unemployment was rampant in this
State; and it is, still bad, although the
irusvlnt Government hav-e done a great deal
to remedy tine evil. The position must lie
cleserilied as still aeute. This morning ait
Fremnantle there were 300 men in one room
andl the corridor outside it clamouring for
e-nployneult. The Government would do
ivell to putsh on with all poss4ible public
works so that the men now unemployed may
have the right to obtain the wherewithal
to live, The high pirice of bread is another
euial point with the workers. 'Within the
last few dlays bread has risen in price.

'Mr. M1arshall: But that is not due to the
44-hour week, is it!

Mr. SLEEMAN: -Not at all. For the life
(of tne I cannot se why bread should nowIoe at tine sacci price as it was during the
worst poeriod of the war. A st~eet coin-
inittee tor a Roy al Commission should be

-ppointed to inquire whbat is bee-ping the
Iie icc f bread so high. Personally I be-
lie;,. ti-at thle solution of thle difficulty is
another State industry. A State flour mill
would overcome tine worst part of the evil.
T (do not for one moment believe that the
I aker is profiteering. In my opinion tine
profiteering happens before the flou r
reachest the baker.. Again, there is the ex-
orbitant price of meat. Meat and bread
aire the two chief articles of food in the
household of the worker. Although I am
quite satisfied that the 'Minister controlling
tine Wyndham MYeat Works bas done every-
thing possible in regard to obtaining sup-
lilies of frozen meat for the metropolitan
arcen from Wyndham, nevertheless I express
the hopme that this season he irill start
early and make sure that a plentiful supply
of frozen meat comes down. I acknow-
ledge that there are many obstacles in the
way of getting frozen mneat from Wyndham.
to the metropolitan area dluring the season

of shortage; that is why .1 throw out ta~e
suggestion. I represent the Frenmantle elec-
torate, to which all the undesirable char-
acters are sent from every part of the
State. Hon. members will know that I re-
fer to ''the House on the Hill." I trust
the time is not far- distant when 80 per
cent. of the inmates will be removed from
the Frenmantle gaoL At least 80 per cent.
of the inmates are not real criminsas an
I consider they should not be there und
lock and key. We are progressing, and we
should shortly have something in the nature
of a farm. prison, or prison farm, wh~ere all
exceipt dangerous criminals could he sent
for relorination. I have been through Fro-
mantle Gaol quite recently, and desire to
testify that in my opinion it is a well con-
ducled institution. I fully recognise that
ulargvrous criminals should be kept under
lock and key, and I may add that any
prisoner placed on the suggested farm and
not prepared to stay there and do his best
shoold also be kept under lock and key.
Certain newspapers of the State, which up
to a little while ago were anti-Labour, have
latterly been shedding crocodile tears of
sympathy with the Government because o±
thne amounts of money members of Parlia-
ment are asking Ministers to spend. The
development is quite a, new one in the
Press.

Mr. Thomson: They are realising their
responsibility.

Alr. SLE EMAN: No party followed by
the lion. ieniber interjecting ever realisfed
its responsibility. These expressions ot
sympathy in the Press are really an at-
tempt to get the Treasurer to view the
legitimate requests of members in the same
way as those papers view them, so that the
requests ciay be refused. I would be lack-
ing in my duty to my constituency if I did
not bring forward here the requirements of
remantle, which town has been neglected

for many yes rs--in fact, ever since the
railway workshbops were removed. Since
then the town has -not had a fair deal, even
from Labour Governments. The railway
bridge at North Fremantle has been a
liurningp 4luLestion for a long time. I munt
bring that matter forward, because I value
human life more than anything else in the
wrrlcl. The existing bridge should be re-
moved, and a new bridge constructed. It
that is not done, there will be an accident
with coasequences horrible to contemplate.
Many valuable lives will be lost, and a new
boridge will then be constructed. it is my
duty to bring the matter before the Hfouse,
andi then, if nothing is done, I aim free of
responsibility. Let me quote a paragraph
from the report of the Commissioner of
Railways-

In my ieport ol the .30th June, 1923,
special .mrn ion was madle of the North
Fremantle railway bridge, andl the ex-
ception ally heavy cost of upkeep. Dur-
mng the period under review a consider-
aidec aIVO.IL of renewals have been car-
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ried out, tieluded in which N'as the re-
laying of the down line with 80-lb. rails.
Unfortunately, the renewals to the bridge
can only be termed temporary, aw owing
to the inroads of teredo borers further
repairs will have to be undertaken dur-
ing the ensuing year. The necessity, of
constructing a new steel bridge is more
apparent than ever, and wvill have to be
seriously considered in the near future,
especially in view of the very heavy ex-
penditure which is entailed in keeping
the present structure in safe condition.

In view of that report I was very disap-
pointed to hear the reply of the Minister
for Railways to the effect that it was
Dot the Government's intention to proceed
with the erection of a new railway bridge
at present. Having regard to the fact that
during the last 12 months £8,855 was spent
on the upkeep of the bridge, and the fur-
ther fact that the upkeep has required
£10,881 during the last five years, it is ap-
parent that we should build a new bridge
and not go on wasting money in repairs
and renewals to the old structure. We are
only tinkering with the question, and run-
ning the risk of a terrible accident. Hav-
ing regard to all the circumstances, I say
that the expenditure of £.625,000, which the
Minister stated would be the cost of a
bridge across the river at North Fremantle
is justifiable.

The Minister for Lands: Tell us first
where we are to have the bridge.

'Mr. SLEEMAN: It does not matter to
mte so much where we have the bridge. 1
have my views as to where it should go,
and the member for North-East Fremnantle
may have different views. When the build-
ing of a bridge has been decided upon, the
hon. gentleman and myself can debate the
question where it should be built. The sum
of £625,000 does seem large, but I claim
that I am justified in asking for the ex-
penditure of that amount in view of the
human lives which are at stake, and which
are more valuable than all the money in
this country. Fremantle, being the chief
seaport of Western Australia, is entitled to
a dock.

Mr. Richardson: What about Bunbury
and Geraldton?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not mind Ban-
bury getting a dock. I an perfecely fair.
But Fremantle is the chief seaport of this
State, and until it has a dock it cannot be
regarded as ani up-to-date port. I under-
stand that there is at present in the Old
Country a floating dock unused, a doer
which was built for the Admiralty in 1919
at a cost of about £300,000. The dock bas,
in fact, never been used, and we can rest
assured that in 1919 the British Admiralty
would not construct anything that was not
up-to-date. I am given to understand that
the dock could be purchased for £:55,000,
and landed here at a cost of less than
£100,000. Tn this respect the duty does
not rest entirely on the State Governament,
but the Federal Government should also be

approached in the matter. The State Gov-
ermnent should get into communication
with the Commonwealth Ministry and see
what they are prepared to do.

The Minister for lands: Do you sug-
gest a basis of fifty-fifty?

M1r. SLE'EMAN: A floating dock is es-
sential to Fremiantle, which w~ill never be
anything like the port it should be, until
it has a dock. Then there is the quebtion
of steamers trading along our North-
West coast with black crews. Older
members of this House will recall how
Mr. (loleba tch, as Acting Premier during
Sir James Mitchell's absence in England,
was approa-hed with a request that he
should recommend to the Federal Gov-
ernmient exempition in favour of the steamer
"C~oyc carrying a black crew. Mr.
Colebatth refused' to do so. But shortly
after Sir James 2litchell's return the Fed-
eral Government was recommended, and
strongly recomnmended, by the Mitchell Ad-
ministration to grant the request of the
shipowiners for exemption of the "Gas-
coyle" With regard to trading on our coast.
Let me give a few facts hearing on the
question. The ''Charon"' employs 88 Dig-
gers, the ''Gorgon' 85 Diggers, and the

Minderoo'' 87. These 4,lackfeljows get
£2 log. a month, Or less than 2s. per dlay.
The ''Batabra'' employs 65 white mn at
£12 10s. per month, representing with food
and accommodation, over l0s. per day. The
heats carrying black crews are no good to
Western Australia, and I cannot understand
why any of the business men of this 2 ountry
should support those boats.

Mr. Mlarshall: There is no war On flow,
and so there is no occasion to be poatriotic
at present.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps that is so.
However, the State steaumers pay £18,000
annually in wages, and thnse wvagts are
spent in this country. About £8,000 an-
nually is spent in wvages at Fremantle in re-
pairs to the State steamers. Further, the
''Bambias" alone spends £100,000 annaally
in Western Australia for coal and
stores. Compare those figures with the cor-
responding figures for the steamers carry-
ing black cre'ws, who spend practically
nothing in Western Australia. Again, the
wives and families of the wrhite crews on the
State ships live in Fremantle. I know that
in some quarters this is regarded as a Fed-
eral question; but, as I pointed out Prev-
iously, it was on the strong recommendation
of the MNitchell Government that the " Gam-
coy* ne "was granted exemption. T trust that
it will be on the strong recommendation of
the Collier Government tbat the Federil
Ministry wvill cancel the exemption to heat,
earrvini black crews.

'Mr. MaTrshall: The recommendation will
need to be is strong nq the smell of the
boats that carry black crews.

mr. SLEEMAN: Now I come to one of
the most important factors in the life of the
eommnnitv-ediurntion. Albany, Ilnlozrvl
and fleroldton nll hare their high schools;
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hut Frenmantle, a considerably larger Centre,
has no high school. The children of Fre-
mnantle who wish to attend a high school
must proceed to Perth. That requires them
to leave home very early in the morning
and to return home late in the evening. The
size and] importance of Fremaiptle should
justify the provision of a high school there.
A block of land has been reserved for high
school purposes, and in fact everything is
ready for the dovernment to proceed with
the wvork of erecting the building. Lo't as
take the aittendances at the high schools in
the other parts of the State and see wh:-ther
or not Fremntle by reason of its import-
ance is entitled to such an institution. The
average attendanees are as follows:-iul-
bony 100, Bunbury 150, and Geraldton 71.
I trust it will be possible for the Treasurer
to provide the money to permit the Minister
for Education proceeding with the work of
erecting the school. I shall not detain the
House any longer because I shall have ninny
other opportunities of speaking in this
House before the session closes. I consider
that I have placed a sufficient number of
requests before the Treasurer, and also pro-
vided food for the papers to talk about.
Doubtless they will refer to the parochial
views of the members of the various con-
stituencies. Personally it does not matter
to me what they say, and in spite of what-
ever comment they may make I shall go on
with the job just the same. I am here to
do my duty not only to Fremiantle, but to
the whole of the State, and I intend to carry
out that duty to the best of my ability and
without the fear of newspapers.

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.81: It
is not my intention to occupy much of the
valuable time of tlhe House by repeating
mliat we, of the North, are sick and tired
of hearing about-the vast empty spaces
.and the wonderful potentialities and the
hidden wealth of that part of the State.
What we want is greater activity and snore
Government sympathy than the people of
the North lisv e had, so that others may be
encouraged to mnake their homes in the
tropiv-n1 parts of the State. At the present
time we are suffering from a decreasing
population in the Kimberleys. This is due
mainly to the excessive cost of living, high
wharfage rates, seasonal employment and
that to which I have already referred, un-
sympathetic administration on the part of
past Government,. The improvement in
health facilities should becnoe of the first
concerns of the Government. There is a
inedjeal practitioner in each district, hut the
hospital methods are crudle. If the Govern-
ment were to interest themselves and force
the Fedleral a,,thoritie, to do what has been
dlone for Northern Queensland, namely, the
suplybing of a tropical laboratory and an
X-ray plant, the people of the Kiniherleys
would lie saved the enormous expense they
are subjected to at the present time by har-
inq to travel souith to seek Proper medical
attention. The people who live in the far
.North are reit able to afford this cost. If

there were an X-ray plant and a research
laboratory in at least one Kimberley centre,
perhaps one-tenth of the existing trouble
might be obviated. Another matter of con-
siderable importance to the North, and
which I intend to stress, is that of provid-
ing cheap excursioa fares to the cuoler
latitudes. In this respect previous Govern-
ments have already recognised the-ir obliga-
tions to the residlent, if whait are in the
southcrn parts termed the backblocks. Why
should there be any distinction between the
people living in the north and those living
in the south? Those who live in the south-
ern parts, places like Albany, Busselton and
Sunbury, get the benefit of cheap excursion
fares at Easter, Christmas, during the sum-
iuer months and at holiday time, hut the
people of the north are never permitted to
avail themselves of such a privilege. I feel
confident the Government will interest them-
selves in this regard and provide for the
people of whomn I have been speaking, and
also give them a long-awaited improved
shipping service. There should be consid-
eration shown for the pastoral, as well as
the other industries that I have heard so
muchi about, industries such as farming,
muining and timber, all of which are more
favourably situated in the southern part of
the State and about which so much has
been said since I have been in the House.
The pastoral industry is of considerable
value to Western Australia and should re-
ceive attention at the hands of the Govern-
nient at once, as the stocking and the im-
provement regulations have been sadly
neglected. On ninny large holdings not as
nV'el as a Shilling has been spent in ha-
provements for years past. The stock are
all scattered about the natural water front-
ages, and the result is that the feed about
there is eaten out. Then too, the stock have
to travel such distances to and from water,
that they become poor and often die in
thousands. This tends to the breeding of
miserable-looking and undersized stock, and
members will agree with me that if the in-
dustry is to be maintained, we munst g-rowv
quality as well as ipuantity. If the lease-
holders Averc forced to imprTove their hol-
in-i, in the direction provided by* the Act,
they would be able to carry more stock and
get better results. The .recent appraise-
menti were very unfair in many eases. I
know of small holders, as far as 240 miles
front a port of shipment and without a yard
of river frontage to their leases, having to
pay the same rental n- the big absentee
holders that are only 16 miles from a port
of shipment, and who, in addition, have
nmileq of river frontaces on their properties.
This is very unfair to the small holders. T
suggest that the Government should appoint
a board in the pastoral districts with in-
structions to see that matters of this kind
are attended to. Another question to which
I desire to refer is the administration of
the Hut Accommodation Act. U[nder the
Lands Act-that section applying to pas-
toral leases-stockiiien are to have prodided
for them certain accommodation, but we
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find them lyving in tents Oft. by Hit. The
Ilit accommodation Act should be madie to
apply to nll pastoral leases. I have referred
to seasonal employment, and the pastoral in-
dustry mnight conmc under that category.
.Stockmen are employed during the miuster-
ing and droving season, and as soon as the
wet weather sets in they are put off, andi
the aborigines are kept to do the station
work. Steps should be taken to minimise
the exploitation of native labour. Another
menace to the pastoral industry is the exist-
Pnce of dingoes. As we all know, this pest
is a menace to sheep and cattle, and on
that account a bonus is offered for scalps.
Unfortunately, the amount offered for
scalps is not sufficient to induce men to
trap dingoes. I suggest to the Government
that they should raise the amount to 159s.
per scalp, and give the higher amount a
trial for, say, twelve monthsi to s~ee whether
it will have the effect of increasing the de-
struction of the pest. Mining in the Kim-.
berleys is a neglected industry. I know
many mn who would have been prepared
to go out prospecting had they been able
to get financial assistance. It was on ac-
count of the high price of supplies that
they were prevented from securing require-
meats that would have lasted them for a
sufficiently long period. 'The Kimberley
goldfields have never had a fair trial.
Sonic 38 or 40 years ago thousands of men
carried out what can only be termed hurried
prospecting under the greatest possible
difficulties. They were situated a thousand
miles from the then telegraph line, and the
necessities of life were practically unpro-
curable. It is no wonder that they anon
left the Kimberley zoldflelds. Now that
there are more np-to-date methods of trans-
port, and improved means of treating ore,
[ consider it worth the Government's while
rendering assistaince to prospectors who mar7
desire to test the Kimberleys once more. A
State battery placed in a suitable position
might be th~e means of the opening -up of
a profitable industry. Western Australia
has another valuable asset in the pearlinig
industry, hut unless drastic measures are
enforced very soon, we shall find ourselves
situated similarly to Thursday Island-
under the control of Japanese. We have
heard -a good deal lately about the menace
to the industry known as "'dunyInt. U

Perhaps r had better define that word.
Under the Pearling Act, it is provided that
none other than a British subject shall hold.
a pearl fishing license. To circumivent this
provision, aliens make tempting offers to
,weak-minded white men who are thus ex-
ploited. A white man will take out a
license in his own name, and thus he acts
as a doinay licensee for the Asiatic. Re-
cknItly a public meeting was held at Broome
to discuss wrays and means of eradicating
the evil- 31r. PerrY, the mayor of Broome,
who presided at the meetiac, gave a defini-
tion of the word "dmvn. HeP said
that Webster's ictionary declared that a
damnmy was a man who played a merely

noiiniial paurt in an action, a shiam character.
Thuen proceeding to address the meeting Mr.
Percy said-

This is not the "dununy'' as I knowv
him, and when I came to Broome 26 years
ago there was no dummy, and I am sorry
I1 cannot say the same to-day. My defini-
tion of the I'dummy'' as I understand
him is, he is a carrion, thief, and a per-
jurer. A carrion is a bird that lives on
dead fleshi, and there is nothing dirty
enough for s dummy. There being a
dummy gives an opportunity for shell and
tucker to be put aboard the dummy boat
that is thieving. He is a perjurer when
be goes into the shipping office and makes
a declaration and calls Almighty God as
witness that that declaration is true. He
signis that declaration, knowing it is a
lying document, and that man takes a
shilling stamp with the image of His
Majesty, and seals the lie. There is no-
thing more contemptible to my mind than
the dummy, I will now give you a de-
scription of the system of dummying, that
is, as I understand, but not an Webster
understnds it. The system I will take as
1, 2, 3. The dummy I will call A, B, C,
and the other parties X, Y, Z (that is
the Asiatic).- No. 1. Mr. ''A"l brings
his host into the bay in November. He
finds he has no money and cannot get his
boat out the following year. He ap-
proaches "'X" end says, "I have my
boat on the beach and am prepared to let
you have it, can you assist me?" Of
course ''" has to see his friends, and
he comes back in a, few days and says, "'I
will work your boat ad will give yon
£200 a year aod 10 per cent, on shell
(that is two cwt. in every ton). ''A''
goes and takes his license out and "X''
works his boat, finds everything and pays
£200 a year. 'Next take '"IB. I He ap-
proaches "'Y." He finds he has a little
money, but not sufficient to put out his
boat, so he approaches "'Y" and says,
"'I bare a little money, but not enough to
put my boat out." " We will go fif ty-
fifty.'' He, too, of course, has to see
his friends first, who, of course, are agree-
able. No S is a. different man. He has
four or five boats and plenty of money.
He approaches "4" 1 who is probably a
storekeeper or boardinghouse -keeper, and
says, "'I want divers and tenders and am
prepared to give £100 a boat if you can
find thenm for me."' "Z'' goes round to
somebody else's men and says what a
fine fellow ''C'' is. "'I think more better
you come work that place next year,''
he says. These conditions work for 12
mont ha, but he is not prepared to take
the £100 now. He is prepared to find
divers and tenders or crews if you will
work a boat for him for 12 months. He
likes a gamble, and says to himself, "I
will get my friend for a diver and T
mnight get a £1,000 pearl." That is the
system of the ''dummy" as I under-
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stand it. There are several others, but
I anm not going into them to-nikht. Now
T am going to be very brief. I am going
to ask you to-night to consider in what
way you can eradicate and suppress this
''dumm.'' The only way is by standing
shoulder to shoulder and putting an end
to the system and letting Broome get
back to its former position. I appeal to
yon to give this matter your most serious
consideration for the future of your race
and security and safety of your country.

L~et mne read you the resolutions carried at
the same meeting:-

That this meeting of the residents of
Broomne give their gull and unqualified
support to the following recommedations:
(a) For the better suppression and deal-
ing with dummying the Government be
asked to appoint a special commissioner i
Broome with powers similar and equal to
royal commission, the appointment to be
a permanent one. (b) That the resident
magistrate be appointed the commissioner.
(c) That the pearning inspector be em-
powered to refuse any or all applications
for pearling licenses in all cases where he
has reasonable grounds for suspeting
that such pendling boats are being, or
are intended to be, worked irregularly,
and that the onus of proof be on the in-'dividual. (d) That the pearling inspec-
tor be empowered to cancel any or all
pearning licenses previously granted in all
cases where he bas reasonable grounds for
suspecting that the pearling boats are
being worked irregularly, and that the
onus of proof be on the individual. (a)
On the refusal of a penrling license or
the cancellation of a license by the pearl-
ing inspector, the commissioner to have
power to deal with same at once, and be
empowered to call for all evidence he may
require, to examine all bank accounts, and
to call for and examine all books, papers,
and accounts be may think necessary be-
longing to the applicant or any person
whatsoever, to subpoena witnesses and
take evidence on oath, and appoint when
considered necessary a duly qualified
auditor to investigate all books, accounts,
etc. (f) That any person guilty of dum-
rnying or irregular working of a pearling
beat be prosecuted and all his plant
forfeited to the Crown, and further
prosecuted for making a false declaration.

Let me explain wome of the evils arising
from the dummying system. First of all, a
dummy imports aUl his goods and supplies
for working from the Dutch islainds. This
means money leaving Australia, and is there-
fore an obstruction to trade. Secondly,
dummy frnms are driving legitimate firmsout of business by thieving their shell, their
geair, and their good divers. Then the
dummy firm falsely sign on their crew at
a much higher rate of pay and percentage,'and so the genuine pearler cannot compete
with them. A large number of pearls fished
by dummy firms are smuggled out of

Broome, and so the Treasury is robbed.
Another objection is that they decrease the
white population by employing no white
shell-openers. Dummying has become so
rampant that on 179 boats at Broome only
71 white men, including ofters, are em-
played at shell-opening. Again, white men
standing out of dummying arrangements at
Thursday Island were driven out of the busi-
ness, and white men standing out of dummy-
ing arrangements in Broome ean see their
fate sealed in the same manner. You have
heard what the people of Broome think of
dummying; and since the people directly
concerned carried the resolution I have read,
you will realise that there is something radi-
cally Wong with the existing Pearling Act.
This State can compliment the Government
upon the intimation in the Governor's
Speech of their intention to bring down a=
aMending Bill. I hope that when it does
come down, and is passed, it will, like re-
inforced concrete, stand the test of time.
Tn conclusion let me say I am Prepared to
voice whatever I think necessary for the
advancement of the North, regardless of
whom I may please or offend.

Mr. NORTH (Claremont) [5.20] : I
should like to draw the attention of the
Government to one or two small matters
connected with elections generally. The
first has to do with inmates of the Old
Men's Rome. It has been suggested to
me by a number of electors that it would
be smore equitable if, when the next Re-
distribution of Seats Bill comes down,
Pro'vision is made for inmates of the Old
Men 'a Home voting by postal vote in
their respective electorates. It is unfair
that 600 men should all have to vote in
an electorate in which they have no
interests, instead of voting in the
electorates whence they came and where
their interests lie. I suggest, also, that
the Government should set apart one day
during the year for all elections, muni-
cipal, State and, if possible by arrange-
ment with the Federal Government, Fed-
eral elections as well. Thousands of
pounds would thus be saved. At present
very large sums of money, and a great
deal of time are wasted over elections
happening within short periods of each
other. We have the same old cars rn-
ning round each time, and it all costs a
great deal of money.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We want com-
pulsory voting, and no cars.

Mr. NORTH: That is also a matter that
n- doubt, the Government will consider. I
have seen three elections held in my
electorate within two and a half months,
which means wasted effort on the part of
the people. We often hear the complaint
that people do not care much about
polities. Probably that, if true, is be-
cause they get too much politics, whereas
if we had one day in the year set apart
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for elections and declared a public holi-
day, the public might take a greater in-
terest in political matters. Then there is
the question of subscriptions. It is wrong
that members of Parliament should be at
the beck and call of their electorates in
respect of public subscriptions for this or
that. By saying this, probably, I have
settled myself for the next election. How-
ever, one's Parliamentary allowance will
only go as far as it will, and if a member
is to contribute to all tbese subscription
lists it means hundreds of pounds out of
his poeket. Some members, of course,
cannot afford it, whilst those who can are
really bribing the electors by that meant.
Therefore T think the Act should be
amended. At present under the Act one
cannot make a gift to an institution just
before an election; that principle should
be extended to the Parliamentary life of
ev-ery member. Coming to the larger ques-
tions in the Governor's Speech, it is ironic
that the Labour Government, succeeding
to office after so mnany trials, and the
making of so many promises, and with so
many- ideals to fulfil, find themselves with-
out a feather to fly with. In other words,
they can neither fulfil their promises nor
carry out their ideals. That is a very
curious position for the Government to be
in, although from the point of view of the
Opposition it is not so objectionable. The
Premier has said he is in favour of handl-
ing over a great many of the existiug de-
partnental. activities to local authorities.
In making that offer he practically admits
that the load of State enterprises is ton
great for the Government to carry, and is
suggesting that the time has come when
State enterprises should be either cur-
tailed or be given a new line b y being
handed over to the local authorities, so as
to allow Ministers more time for the
legitimate affairs of Stats.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That might be
unsound economically.

MAr. NORTH; I can give an instance
where it is not so. In Cotteslos we bad
an offer from a private firm to sewer the
district for £25 per house, whernas the die-
partmental estimate is £150 per house.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:- That conveys
nothing.

Mr. NORTH: It may convey notbing to
the hon. member, hut it conveys a lot to
the district.

Ron. W. DI. Johnson: Possibly after five
years your maintenance costs would be
500 per cent. greater than if the work bad
been carried out departmentally.

Mfr. NORTH: Possibly; possibly not.
lHon. W_ D. Johnson: Well, you have to

probe these propositions before accepting
them.

Mr. NORTH: We have bad all the facts
before us, and I am convinced we could
save the metropolitan area a millon
pounds or more if the scheme, as opposed

to the departmental scheme, were ex-
tended throughout that area. This is very
serious at a time when so much money is
required for developmental works. The
Premier, in answer to a deputation, said
he favoured the influx of foreign capital
into Western Australia. I am glad of
that, because in the past it does not
appear to have been the policy of the
present Government when in Opposition;
that is to say, by their statements of
policy it has appeared to me that they
were hostile to an influx of foreign
capital.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: You were very

young then.
Mr. 'NORTH: It means, I take it, that

npart from the enterprises the Govern-
nient propose to enter upon, foreign
capital will be quite welcome. The diffi-
culty is that in the past foreign capital
has not been brought here to any extent,
because foreign investors have beet
frightened by departmental schenmes that
the present Government and previous Gov-
ernments have introduced. Here is annothor
problem: whereas three-fourthis of the
world is in want of room to live in, West-
ern Australia has an enormous area and
incalculable undeveloped wealth, notwith-
standing which there seems to he diffculty
about bringing people here and opening
up our resources. At present we are
merely scratching at the land. We are
using very little of our coal, and practicaltly
none of our asbestos, none of our aliuinium.
and none of our iron. W'e are merely
dealing with one or two of -what, speak-
iag relatively, one might ternm side lines.
On the other hand it seis anl extraordinary
thing that there are millions of persons in
the old eonntry who do not even know of the
oppnrlnnitie4 awaiting thenm in Western
Australia. I have two suggestions to make
to the Government. One is that we should
learn more of what is going on in the out-
side world in the matter of the modemn ad-
vance of engineering and science, in direc-
tion., that wonld be helpful in developing
our natural assets, The sem-ond point is that
we should take more care to become better
known than is the case now in other parts
of the world than England. I had the
privilege of being educated for some years
in England. T have always been very
proud of this -ountry, and I used to feel
that there was too little known in Eng-
land c-oncerning it. The Agent General's
office had in it nothing hut a stuffed emu
and a few pamphlets, and no one ever
went there reek after week.

Mr. Thomson: That is altered now.
Mr. NORTH: T am convinced that

300000out of the 40f,000,00 People in
England do not know what the opportuni-
ties are for them in this State to make a
good start with a little capital. There are
many desirable immigrants who have money
of their own, and would not need to be
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brought here at great expense to the count-
try, and who would undoubtedly come hero
if they were only made aware of the op-
portunities that exist. The Government
might publish a handy brochure in pamphlet
fonr,, and made up in an attractive style,
giving details concerning the country, and
send one to every muembher of every Parlia-
menst of the various countries that would be
likely to contain persons who would come
to this State. The cost would not be much
hut the publicity that should follow ought
to be of great benefit to Western Australia.
In this age publicity is half the battle in
developing a country. In this regard, dur-
ing the course of the next few years, West-
ern Australia wvili be celebrating its centen-
ary. I would suggest that between the
Sunbury bridge and the causeway the Bel-
mont side of the river might be reclaimed
and levelled off by depositing there all the
dust and ashes that at present come from
the power house. When the Goodwood race-
course is completedl there wvould, with this
other levelling off, be a fine piece of ground
on which to bold an exhibition. The cost
of reclamation would not be great. In due
course, therefore, there would be ample room
for the holding of an exhibition worthy of
Western Australia. This work should be
commenced two or three years before the
due (lite, so that the world at large might
know that the exhibition was to be held.
That might bring the State miore proinn
ently before other countries, and effect more
good than many other activities which have
cost a good deal of money but have not yet
met with great success. I have also another
suggestion to put forward, namely, that the
Government should look into the question of
obtaining some of the money that might be
forthcoming under the Trade Facilities Act
of England. Under this many millions
of pounds were offered free of interest for
five years on condition that the country
using the money purchased all British goods.
Assuming that this offer will be validated,
it should be of the utmost importance to
Western Australia, in view of the Premnier's
statement regarding our loan indebtedness
and the difficulties of raising money. The
Government, at all events, should not lose
sight of it. If some of this money were
forthcoming it might Rave us a great deal of
trouble in the future, and give us time to
handle the bigger schemes that the depart-
ments are at present unable to bring for-
ward from lack of funds.

The 'Minister for Lands: A sum of
£53,000,O000 would not feed 5,000 settlers on
the groups for long.

'Mr. NORTH: I do not suggest that the
money should be used in that way. It was
sugested in an article that appeared in the

4Dail~y News'' that for the sum of two
Million pounds our railways could be electri-
fied, and that within five years the work
could br completed, and that the saving in
eost would ultimately cover the whole of the
capital expenditure. By the time the inter
est on the loan had to be met the electri-

fled railways would be in a good position to
pay it. The Collie potier scheme is bound
to come forward very shortly. If money
borrowed wider the Trade Facilities Act
could be used in that direction, we would
the sooner be able to come into line with
devulopments in electricity elsewhere in the
woyld, and instead of utilising the scheme
only lor a distance of 45 miles to Bunbury,
we could have the bigger scheme extending
the odd 95 euiles to Perth. This wvould un-
loubttdly be a boon to the manufacturing
industries in the metropolitan area, enable
us to electrify the railway system between
Bunbury and Perth, and greatly assist in
opening up settlements in between. Now I
conic to a question that has worried me a
good deal, I have wondered why Canada
and America, with their backward systems
of private enterprise and commercial dom-
ination, as opposed to our evidently popular
system of State enterprise, can produce in
their factories so much more perst an than
we can do here. The Ciommonwealth statis-
tician showed recently that the factory out-
put per man in Australia was £329 per
head. The factory output per head in the
United States was £501, and in Canada
£591.

The Premier: The explanation is, efficient
up-to-date machinery.

.1r. Panton: Henry Ford will tell you
how hie does it.

Mr. NORTH: Possibly the answer has
been given by the Premier. The trouble
appears to be that manufacturers in the
Commonwealth will not go to the same ex-
peuse as those in America do. The figures
are shown on the same return from which I
hare quoted. I have been trying to find out
why local business men will not invest in
modern appliances, Such as is done in
Canada and America, where so much better
returns per worker are given, and where
so much more wealth is produced. In
America every worker has his piano and
motor car, while in Australia the worker
has his mouth organ and bicycle. The
answer given by men I have approached is
that business men in this State will not in-
rest in modern machinery, as they would
like to do, because of the bogey, as they
call it, or the fear, of the State interfering
and competing in their industries.

Mr. Marshall: That is too old.
Mr. NORTH: I should like an assurance

from the Government that this is not so.
The Minister for Lands: They have not

the money.
Mr. NORTH: 7f the Government would

give an assurance that during their term of
office they would not interfere with private
industries no doubit these gentlemen would
go to their banks, and instal the niecessary
plant so that the average worker might pro-
dar~e something like £500 in a year instead
of £300. These are important matters. With
our vaunted democracy and civilisation we
wvant to feel that for the same hours of work
we are turning out articles as good as those
now being produced by our contemptible
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neighbours, who live under the old-fashi -oned
system of private enterprise.

The Premier: So we can, man for man.
'M r. NORTH: In America there are

400,000 wiles of privately owned railway;
the telegraph, the telephone and all such
facilities, that are run by the State in
Australia, are also entirely run by privnte
enterprise. Of course w~e know that in
America there are numerous millionaires aind
grafters and so forth, all of whomi bare to
be supj rte'I.

The Premier: Do you say that the United
States standard is one we should aim at?

Mr. NORTH: -No. I should like to feel
that this cuntry, with its present nystezn,
can iroduec articles as good as those pro-
duced elsewhere. I should be delighted to
feel that after three years of office the p~re-

setGovernment can show that their naoiler
lias had that effect. There is no harm iiR
saving that a backward country such as the
United States is doing better than we are
in this direction.

Mr. Panton. The Australian worker is
the best i the world, given the opportunity.

Mr. NORTH: Yes. If we want to in-
duce our manufacturers to instal the neces-
sary plant, we must allay thze bogey of State
enterprise. I hope that will be done during
the next few years, or will at all events be
done as regards certain industries, no that
people may know where they are and ran go
ahead safely along the lines in which they
are interested. A great deal of what I have
said may have been said before. Probably,
af ter two or three years, I shall know better
what is common knowledge. The Premier
atid hiis Government may possibly be en-
couraged a little more to go ahead with
their sohemies of development when they
realise that the public debt in other coun-
tries is greater than it is in Western Aus-
tralis. France is a country very similar to
ours in possibilities, except that it is1 fully
developed, and there is very little room for
expansion there such as there is here.
The indebtedness in that country is
E12,00,000,000, and based an the rate of
exchange on the franc the indebtedness per
head of the population last year Was £328.
The indebtedness per head of the popula-
tion in Western Australia is £160. This
shows that there are other peoples in the
-world who are worse off than we nre,in spite
of our troubles. There is a limit we have
not yet reached in the- matter of expendi-
ture, if the occasion should arise, that would
still leave us one pound per head
of the population better off than, for in-
stance. France. There are many parts of
the Speech that we were pleased to
read, because it follows out the policy of a
previous Government. This goes to show
that during the discussion and ensuing de-
bates we shall be in happy collaboration
with the Government in what is, alter all, a
ntiaml policy. In vespeet of that part of
the legislative programame, as the Leader of
the Oppouition has said, it is our duty to
afford the Government every assistance. I

have made these wiremks with tbe object of
assisting the Government in certain liree-
tions not covered by thie Speech. It is 00
advantage for me to speak at great length
now, because I have not yet had aa oppor-
tunity of knowig what transpires in this
House, and how far certain matters that I
might want to deal with hare already been dis-
cussed at length. r took up politics partly be-
cause I wanted to point out what appeared
to me to lie a danger in too many portions
of our enterprises being turned into State
enterprises. Civilisation should be as solid
as concrete. It cannot be as solid as con-
en'te itf the sand of socialismi is too freely
mixed with the cement of private initiative.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guaildford)
[5.45]: 1 rise, after an absence of some
six or seven years from this environment,
feeling that there is quite a lot I would
like to say. Even after struggling to keep
down my feelings I am conscious that 1
will spcak at comparative length. In thjat
reset, however, I ask the indulgence of
hon. mnembers. I do not propose to go backi
as did the member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths)
and take tip my last speech and proceed
from that point. If I did that I might
unduly weary the House. In my own ease
it would not be as appropriate because in
the meantime I have been relegated from
front bench responsibility to back bench re-
sponsibility and freedomn to-day. As to mny
absence from this Chamber I have one eon-
solationi in feeling that my absence was nut
due to any acts of omission or commission
regarding purely local matters. My defeat
as a member of the Legisative Assembly
was due to outside questioas apart from
my association with the affairs of the State.
I decided to- take a line that was distinctly
npopular at the time, a line that brough

me into disrepute, but ak line that, never-
theless, had been adopted from my earliest
childhood. The point of view I adopted wa
that it was not safe for any country to ab-
solutely lose its head during times of
national stresa. My attitude in Cabinet, in
Parliament and at numerous conrerenees
I attended, was alw~ays one of a steadying
influenee. I wished to prevent the making
of extravagant promises that no one in his
saner moments would contend, after analys-
ing them, could be fulfilled. One of the ten-
dencies at the time was shown in the desire
of the Federal authorities to transfer the
great burdens that they should have shoul-
dered, by handing them over to the States
Those who adopted an attitude in opposition
to the transfer of those responksibilities from
the Commonwealth, who should have car-
ried them, to the States with their limita-
tionus and problems regarding finances, were
adversely criticised. The result is that
the States are carrying the burden of those
responsibilities even to-day. That Course
was so unfair that I strentuoasly opposed
it. That brings tue to the question of sol-
dier sattlemneat that was raised by thme Pie-
mier the other evening. One Of my' Most
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unpopular acts fren L i Australian point
01 view, and LUC tha:t WI., U :r' tCteSSftlly
nisi against me, arot iron a t~e act that
I was piresent as Minister for Landls at the
lirt conference comnvetd by the P'rim'e Min,-
ister of Australia for the purpose of evolv-
ingz a scheme for the settlemnict of retuned
sldier., on the land. That conference took
pta-c in Melbourne in 1916 and when the
coutir-uce assembled, I drew some conso-
lation from the fact that Senator Pearce, a
representative of WVestern Australia, who
asa acting Prime Minister at the time, was

in the chair. I thought that the chairman,
as a representative of this State, would
extend special Consideration to Western
Australia, having, as he did, a knowledge
of our position. What did we find? The
whole scheme was submitted by a commit-
tee appointed by the Federal authorities. It
was not binding upon any one but it was
the basis, or agenda, for the conference re-
garding the settlement of returned soldiers.
Right throughout that scheme we found-it
it had been done deliberately with the sole
purpose of transferring the difficulties and
responsibilities from the shoulders of the
authority who should have accepted them, it
could not have been done better--evidence
of attempts to take the responsibility from
the Federal authorities and place it upon
the States. It was done most successfully.
From the time the conference opened I took
strong exception to the attitude adopted. I
appealed to the coinference over and over
again, and I regret to say that my voice was
a lone cue on behalf of the States. I did
not get support from even Mr. Theodore
who was a delegate from Queensland. M
appeal to conference was aimed at getting
them to recognise the huge respoinsibility
regarding the work of soldier settlemenit
and a recognition of the tWk ahead of us
in providing work for the Then. I attempted
to show that that was beyond the capacity
of any State, and particularly beyond West-
ern Australia. Then, again, I pointed out
that Western Australia had a huge territory
and that her possibilities for settlement were
not limited to the meni who had gone
from Weitern Australia, bul that our in-
ducement. would be so great that we could
invite people from other parts of Auqtra-
lia and of the Empire as wvell to settle here.
our inducement, I pointed out, was so great
that recognition from the flinancial stand-
point should have been proportionately
greater to Western Australia than that -
tended to other States. One would have
thought that the burden of the financil
responsibility would have been carried by
thos? test able to bear it, instead of easti,,z
it Upon the States. Hon. members will
agree that the question of providing for
soldiers is associated with defence ad
with the Defence Department. They will
agree that the protection of Australia, and
the question of coning to the help of the
Empire in time of need wre essentially mat-
ters that the Federal authorities should deal
with. As a matter of fact, they do deal

[7]

with matters of such importance, but when.
it camne to the liability for expenditure on
a huige undertaking, a task that has aused
considerable anxiety to those administering
it, and a deep sense of responsibility on
those charged with the work-it was left to
the States to attend to. I have the report
of the conference here and it bears out
what .I have said. It is illuminating to-day
when we find what has actually taken place
since 1916. We have had the returned sol-
diers thrown upon the State. We have ac-
-epted the responsibility of siettling them.
There was no reason why we should not
hove accepted the responsibility, but it
should have been doe at the request of the
Federal authorities and not at the request
of individual soldiers. It is the States that
have to see the soldiers through. This Costs
a heavy burden upon the States, because ot
the limitation of their finances, in ad-
dition to which so much money is necessary
from the standpoint of general develop-
ment that we cannot do justice to the set-
tlement of soldiers on the land, We find on
the one hand the Federal authorities trans-
ferring this unfair burden, although they
have millions of pounds as a surplus, anid
on the other band we have the State ac-
cepting the burden, and having to face a
deficit of millions of pounds. We were
placed in a position that was unjust to
Western Australia and we were placed in
that position because the States' representa-
tives could not speak as with one voice to
protect the soldiers and themselves. The
States should have spoken with one voice
in protesting to the Federal authorities, who
deliberately then, and have ever since, en-
de-aveured to transfer their responsibilities
to the States. The Federal authorities have
evaded their responsibilities in connection
with the States, and particularly in connec-
tion with the development of this isolated
part of the Commonwealth. That was on,
of the first moves I made that brought me
into conflict with public opinion. The
''West Australian'' newspaper wasi Unfair
enough at the time to attribute this hostil-
ity to the transfer of responsibility to the
States, to hosatility to the soldiers. That
assertion went forth, together with the
knowledge that I was against conscription,
that I was anti-war, for war did not appeal
to me, and that T had expressed such views,
with the result that the impression gained
was that T was hostile to the soldiers and
was not prepared to do justice to their
cause. That was the start; and from that
time T was viewed with the public odium a-
socinted with anyone who expressed that
point of view. The result was that I lost
my public position. To-day we find that
reason has prevailed at last: We can look
at these questions through different spect-
acles to-day and I ame proud to say that
the position in Western Australia has al-
tered considerably. As to State matters,
one cannot speak without devoting speri
attention to the question of finance. I was
deeply interested in the remarks of the
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Premier and Treasurer when he gave his
brict survey the other evening. Hle was
wonderfully temperate in his remarks, be-
cause we must know that the position to-
day is far worse than ever before in the
history of the State, and God knows we
have gone through some very trying times.
I congratulate the Premier, who has been
able to influence the Federal authorities to
increase the amount that was origially
proobsed for Western Australia as the re-
sult of the Loan Council's decision or sug-
gestion, whatever it may have been, and
that 'Western Australia will get further
consideration owing to our responsibilities.
That, of course, affords considerable con-
solation to usa in our great need for loan
funds for developmental purposes. It would
be pertinent to express pleasure at the de-
cision of the Federal authorities to appoint
a Royal Commission of inquiry regarding
the special circumstances of Western Aus-
tralia. Mfembers will probably be interested
as to the scope of that inquiry. Fromt the
remarks of the rederal Treasurer, when he
announced the Uoverument 's decision ( lur-
ing the course of his Budget speech, one
itould gather that it was intended to limit
the inquiry to a consideration of Western
Australia's special circumtstances fromt the
Federal tariff point of view. I hope that
is not so, Lont that the tCommiission iill have
a far wider se-ope. Naturally it must give
special attention to the tariff question but
there are several matters of great import-
aince, to Western Australia that should he
specially investigated. It is difficult to set
out all those different matters and indicate
the justice of our claims in such a concen-
trated form that the Federal authorities cain
be convinced. The Federal Government
have taken a sep in the right direction by
appointing the Ro.yal Commission, but if its
inquiry is; limited to tariff conditioos, we
will niot get that measure of justice that we
are entitled to receive. I gave notice to-day
of nmy intention to move a motion regarding
this matter and when drafting it I had in-
tended soggesting that the Government
should anticipate the appointment of the
Federal Royal Commission andI set up some
tribunal to prepare Western Australia's
case. After all there is a State point of
view, and if when the Federal Royal Com-
mission come to Western Australia we leave
it to individuals to present the case, it mar
not be presented so satisfactorily as it would
be if done by individuals supported by an
orv~anisation created, say, by this Parlia-
ment. Such an organisation could make
pinper re'parations for the tendering of
evidence, thus guaranteeing that our special
circumstances and special needs were pro-
I erli- presented.

The Minister for Lands: There is a
Royal Commission in existence to-day. Any-
how, it has never reported.

H~on. WT. 7). .IOHNSOY: I do nol know
whether it i-4 still functioning, hut if it iq
still in existence, there iQ -;Pope for it to do
a great and valuable work in prepariue ev-i-

deuce for the Federal Commission. MY
notice of maotion contains a totally different
proposition, but 1 propose at a later date
to give some consideration to the difficulties
that concern us in reaching an understand-
ing of the State's special circumstances from
a revenue point of view. We are all au-
thorities on expenditure and we have the
Auditor General to assist us ia that connec-
tion, but we have no organization to investi-
gate the special circumstances of the State
from the aspect of revenue. Jf a special
organisation were appointed to prepare the
necessary material, our case could be pre-
sented full and complete to the Royal Com-
mission. The financial position to-day is
much the same as that of 1911, only to-day
it is worse. Before the 1911 elections; there
was, as there has been on this occasion, a
great effort on the part of the Admninistra-
tion to secure the best set of figures possible
for presentation on the eve of tbe elections,
in order to convey to the people that the
Government, by reason of the improved con-
ditions, were dleserving of a further term of
office. In 1911, as in 1924, the figures for
July did not confirm the improvement re-
vealed by the figures for June. Year after
year it has been necessary to take the figures
of June in conjunction with those of July
in order to arrive at a correct understand-
ing of the State's position. People outside
Western Australia, who study our financial
position for investment purposes, do not
take the general figuores as conveying any-
thing. They take the Budget speech de-
livered by the Treasurer. Those are the
figures on which they base their judgment.
I do not think any member would take the
general figures as being the last word on
the financial position of the State-. They
wait for the public accounts, and those who
study the finances still more closely wait
for the Auditor General 's report in order to
ascertain the true position. The Govern-
ment in 1911 in order to secure impressive
figures-I am speaking from practical ex-
perience - neglected maintenance works.
Railway maintenance particularly was de-
plorably neglected and the state of the roll-
ing stock was en-en worse. Members who
were in the House at the time will recollect
that the Government received a somewhat
alarming report as to the rolling-stock re-
quirements of the Working Railways to move
the impending harvest. The Working Rail-
ways reported that they could not cope with
the demands and it was necessary to work
overtime at the Midland Workshops, let con-
tracts to the 'Rocky Bay establishment, and
create special works at 'Maylands in order
to meet the needs of the day. While most
of those works would have been financed
out of loan expenditure, quite a lot of work
bad been neglected that would have made
demands upon the revenue of the State.
The maintenance of harhours, jetties,
schools and public buildings generally' had
been delayed. There was an attempt to
grab ever ,y penny of revenue possible so
that, hy including all the revenue and de-
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ferriag am much expenditure am possible,
the figures did not convey the true position
of the finances. I am of opinion that in
1924 the position was somewhat similar.
Those who move about the State know wl
that maintenance has beeni neglected iluing
recent yearn.

'.%r. Marshall: The Commissioner of Hial-
ways shows that in his report.

Hon'. W. D. JOHNSON± I have never
seen schools in a more dilapidated state than
are those in my electorate. There is one
that is a disgrace to the Government. It
is in such a state that children should not
assemble there for education. I wrote to
the Minister and intimated that its condi-
tion was such as to be demoralising to the
children and not encouraging to the
teachers. When we see instances of this
kind, it is fair to assume that the main-
tenance of schools throughout the State hes
suffered similarly. Possibly much money is
required to put our schools into a decent
state of repair. In 1911 the North-West
particularly had been neglected, and it
would be interesting to get a report giving
particulars of the state of the jetties, build-
ings, and other public works requiring re-
pains, in order to ascertain how things
stand to-day. My chief reason for raising
this question was to express regret that the
Treasurer had not got away from the sys-
tern of grabbing all the revenue ny keeping
the books -open till the 10th July and of
allowing departments to delay expenditure.
Speaking of one department of which I
know something, the Midland Junction
workshops, I find that the materials neces-.
sary for repairs have been cut to a mini-
murn. Instances can be quoted where
material has been purchased retail in order
to keep the workshops going, instead of
buying wholesale and therefore more econ-
omically. Right through the works men
have been eased off and, instead of the
,works operating to their maximum capacity,
there is a general tendency to postpone
work, with the result that what might be re-
pairs at one stage becomes, through neglect,
'reconstruction at a later stage.

The Minister for Raitways: That does not
apply this year. The works are going full
and strong at present.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister is
not altogether correct.' There were occasions
in June when material was very short. The
shortage may not have been so great this
year as in previous years, but there was
a shortage. This practice has grown up in
years past, and to-day we are adopting a
peniny-wise-pound-foolish. policy by delaying
expenditure prior to the end of thme financial
year and plostponing really necessary works.
In 19211 we were in a rather unfortunate
position from a revenue point of view. We
bad a fairly substantial deficiency, but the
deficiency on revenue could be relieved by
the enormous amount of loan money avail-
able at a comparatively low rate of inter-
est. The Government were able to relieve

the demands on revenue and increase activi-
ties from loan, and these activities kept
the State going.

Lieut.-Col. Dlenton: By a sort of turning
the wheel.

Hion. IV. D. JOHNSON:- Yes; instead of
working from revenue, activities were trans-
ferred to loan. We had a wonderful scope
at that time, because at least 600 miles of
railway authorised by Parliament were
ready for construction and nothing had
been done. AUl parts of the State were cry-
ing OLut for the railways to he started;
money was available; money was cheap.

The MNinister for Lands; We could not
get it at the time.

Ron. W. D). JOHNSON: We did after-
wards. There was little difficulty in getting
loan money. All the difficulty there was we
overcame and did an enormous amount of
development work out of loan funds. Tihus
the strain on the revenue was relieved and
the State was not disorganised. The diffi-
culty now is that there is a far greatei
shortage of revenue than there was in 1911,
and there is also a difficulty in connection
with loan funds. I extend my sympathy to
the Treasurer in his day of trial. I do not
know how he is going to surmount the
difficulties. We have a deficiency of over
six millions pounds, and there is no doubt
the deficiency will increase. I do not care
what Government is in power; thene is no
opportunity to rectify the position with
our present population. Therefore the de-
ficiency on revenue account must continue,
besides which wve are faced with an enor-
mous difficulty as regards loan funds.

Sitting gsnpnded from 6.1j to 7.30 paim.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: Before tea I was
dealing with the present financial position,
and to some extent comparing it with the
difficulties confronting the Labour Govern-
anent that took office in 1911. I have al-
ready expressed my sympathy with the pre-
sent Treasurer in the special difficulties
that he has to face from a financial aspect.
I have pointed out that in 1911 the finan-
cial difficulties could be overcome by loan
funds, which were then available. The diffi-
culties of to-day, however, are combined
difficulties of revenue and loan, and the one
Cannot relieve the other. Consequently the
outlook is such as mrust cause every student
of 'Western Australian finance some anxiety.
However, it is worth while to investigate
why successive Governments for years past
have failed to make the ledger balance from
the revenue aspect. It is my opinion that
the position can he sized up in one sentence:.
the whole of Western Australia's financial
difficulty is due to the fact that we have
a mile of railway for every 100 people.
That is a burden which this' country can-
not carry. The fact that we have so many
mites of railway and so few people must
impress itself upon the mninds of heon. mem-
bers. Our interest bill is necessarily enor-
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Mans. Associated with those railways are
centres in nsearly every one of which there
is but a limited number of people. Wher-
ever we have even a limited number of
people, we have expenditure, and, compara-
tively to the numbers, expenditure of the
maximum type. Schools and school teachers
have to be provided for small numbers of
pupils, and the expense is just as great as
if the number of children to be educated
at each csntra were considerably larger.
One can leave it to hon. members to infer
what is the expenditure on all those activi-
ties on behalf of a population scattered so
far and wide, and encouraged to scatter by
our scheme of railway construction. Could
it have been avoidedl If this is the diffi-
culty, how did it come aboutt What has
caused itl Let -e say right here that the
whole cause of it has been want of states-
manship regarding land settlement, The
entire difficulty was created prier to
the advent of the Labour Government
of 1911. It was wholly caused by a
wild desire on the part of individuals
who were anxious to tuake themselves fain-
ous in rempeet of land settlemnent. They
thought it would be a comparatively easy
thing in this toet,,,tr- of huge dlistaat-es and
small ropulation to make themselves famous
as land settlers. The result hsas been that
contract surveyors have been employed
broadcast throughout the country'. The
more land they surveyed, of course the

litrthe cheques they got. The more
land they surveyed, the greater the oppor-
tunity for the land settlers to advertise
various leads as open for selection. Again,
there was land thrown open to selection
prior to survey. That feature has keen
removed, largely, but nevertheless it has
added to the difficulties of Western Aus-
tralia. But the point we arrived at was
that we bad lands thrown open at Ongerup,
Onewangerup, Nyabing, and even at Lake,
Pingrup. To-day we hear of a railway be-
ing built to Lake Pingrup. But the Lake
Pingrup land was thrown open years ago,
and the Agricultural Bank advsnced thous-
andis of pounds on it. The settlers of that
day loft; settlers are now taking up the
Lake Pingrap land for the second time. The
explanation is that the land was thrown open
long before it was suitable for settlement.
At the same time we bad that huge belt of
country along the Wongan Hlls line thrown
open, and land in tbe Chapman Vail" and
elsewhere. The result was that the: eyes
were picked out of the land by a small
number of people; and that small number of
people were encouraged to take up more
land than they could farm because it was
arailable, berre it was there adjoining,.
A settler would take 1,000 acres, and pos.
sily another settler world pick the 1,000
ad oininV. The eeond settler wouil then
dlis%-over an 0,-en more suitable, and his
neighl'onr would uet the abandoned block.
Fqn it went on until there were beepe accumu-
lations of land in the hands of but a few
people. Practically in every ease the set-

tiers wvere promised railways, with the re-
sult that when in 1911 the Labour Govern-
ment camne into power, they toend that the
Government prior to 1911 had promised
railways to various groups of settlers snd
hail passed quite a number of railway Hills
to provide the promised lines. They did
not have to finance the construction, but
simply passed the railway Acts on to the
Labour Government that assumed office in
1911. The Labour Government had to c-on-
struet the railways authorised by Parlia-
mient. A line was built to Onowangerup to
serve a limited number of settlers, and that
line was extended to Ongerop. Thea there
were the lines to Lake Grace and the Chap-
man Valley, and the Dowerin-Merredin line,
and a number of others-all built, s'hy?
Because settlers had been, scattered through-
out that huge territory in limnited numbers,
instead of being concentrated on a par-
ticular area, the whole of which could be
settled and its land got under cultivation.
That was the course adopted in place of
pieccineal settlement, under which each rail-
way would serve a given area sufficient to
maintain it.

Mr. Thomson: It would have been very
much better if it had been possible to
build the railways first.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The policy should
have been to confine settlers to given
areas, to say to applicants for lands, ''This
particular area is now open for selection,
and nothing more will be thrown open 'nn-
til it has been settled" uder such con-
ditions the Government could have taken
the responsibility of promising railways be-
fore production started. Rut that is our
difficulty to-day, and the explanation of our
present financial trouble. It is all due to
the wild desire to effect land settlement
simultaneously throughout the State. The
lines to-day are comparatively payable, but
look at the long term of years that has
elapsed since they were built. Recently
there has been increased settlement at Lake
Grace to which area public attention has
been directed. But the fact remains that
the Lake Grace railway was built about 10
years ago, and that there is still land avail-
.able in the district; and so we have evi-
dence that the Lake Grace district was not
thoroughly settled at the time the railway
was built to it.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That does not apply
to the Ougerup district.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As regards the
Ongerup district the position is worse.
Whcn the Ongerup railway was built, there
w-as a eonipartivelv large population in the
district. That poiiulation is not there to-
day.

Mr. J. H,. Smith: But the Ongerup rail-
"av w-as justified at the time it was built.

lIon. Wt. D. JOHNSON: The trouble at
Ongerup was once more caused by the wild
rush to settle country which was not under-
stood. The Ongerup land was assumed to
be hter land that that at Onowangersip.
Now, Onowangerup is perhaps the finest
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stretch of country in this State. It was
timber country, but in comparatively a few
miles it changed to what is known as maort
country. What did the Government of the
day dep? They started by putting in rollers
to clear the land in a face. Huge areas
were cleared by steam tractors and tree-
pullers of all descriptions. An enormous
organisation was created for the purpose.
But after the growth was cleared, it seemed
to grow faster than it was pulled. Ongerup
was the scene of many sad individual losses,
but the total of the individual lonses was
little as compared with the loss to the State.
After the settlers at Ongerup bed overcome
the difficulty of reg'rowth, they found that
the land would not produce those crops that
they tried to get from it. Eventually all
the Ongerup lands we're practically aban-
doned until tn-day, when people are going
back to that district and resettling it as a
dairying proposition, instead of, as origin-
ally, a wheat and steep proposition. I am
going to deal with the South-West pres-
ently, and I am relating these other exper-
jvees jiist to have a connecting link with
what 12 have to say on the subject of group
settlement. The whole of our difficulties
are due to the fact that we rushed in, and
did not experiment and make sure before
we started. Tens of thousands of pounds
were wasted in tire Orgerup aren. and at
Lake Pingrup and also at Lake Brown. As
the member for Perth (Mr. Mfann) knows,
Lake Brown was settled years ago. Tens of
thousands of pounds of the Agricultural
Rent's money have gone intu Lake Brown
lads, and yet members gret up here and
compliment the Government on the settle-
ment of Lake Brown. The settlement in the
Lake Brown district is resettlement. There
is no use in cry ing over spilt milk. These
things have been done, and it is .iust as
well to know that they were done by onn
who claims to have served the agricultorl
industry of thisi State. Instead of serving
that in dustry he has, by- his wild reckless-
ness of administration, run this country into
a difficultv which, I say advisedly, is one
that prevents western Australia from get-
ting out of its present financial tronble. I
cannot see daylight through our troubles.

Mr. J1. H. Smith:- You took part in that
wild admistrution, didn't you?

Hon. W. P. JOHNSON: 12 did not. The
unfortunate part of it all was that there
was9 no opportunity of stopping the thing
after Labour came into power in 1911. The
harm lied been done then.

Mr. J1. HT. Smith: But you we!re por-
rerneri in ill thiq.

lion. W. D. JOHFNSO-N: I was a veni-
her of tbe Horse, of course. but I gat in
Oppoition.i The responsibility for the
doinnrs of those days rects upon the Adinin-
iitration that has' just left the Trea-iirv
beach arid now sits in Opnosition. We must
reslise these difficulties9 before we enn ar-
rive ait a oltion of them. The mepmber for
Avon (Mr. Griffithl the Other night soke
of a rilwar runninu throughb a belt of

country known as Yorkrakine and North
Baandee. Let us review that situatiou. I
say this, also advisedly, that that railyvty
cannot be built, because the proposition is
not eonriomically sound, Why? Becautse of
a political blunder nmnde hy the gentlemen
who now silt in opposition. A line was
built from flowerin to 11erredin. The Bill
for the construction of that work was intro-
duced by the late Hon. rrank Wilson, thea
Minister for Works. lie got authority from
Parliament to extend the Goom~alling-
Dowvrin line from Dowerin to Merredia,
and hoe stated diefinitely that the proposal
was to run the line practically parallel with
the Eastern gold fields line for a distance of
30 miles. The intention was to give the
right of 15 miles deviation from the in-
tended route as men tinned in the Bill. I
think it was the then mrember for East Fre-
mantle who opposed the 153 miles deviation,
and the distance was reduced tQ five mW',s.
The then member for Avon (M6r. Bath)
p-ointefl out at the time the special position
of the Yorhirakine settlers, and be applealed
to the Government to see that the five miiles
deviation did not go north, that *in order to
do justice to the settlers, it should g~o south.
Mr. Fridern nod followed in the debate and
lie too madep an appeal which was against
taking out the line a distance of 30 miles
as proposed in the Bill. The definite de-
diraion made b~y the then Minister was
that the line would go W0 miles out. Many
members who addressed themselves9 in tbs
propoosal asked that the five milesq lim-1it
given should go south so as to reduce tie .10
muiles distance to 25. Had that been done
everything would have been all right. But
it was not done, and it is proposed now to
snend £340,000 to put the matter right.
What is the position to-day? A Bill was
pet through on the understanding that ths
two lines were to be at the most .90 miles
ariart. The member for Toiodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) informs me that he knows the
distance is 35 miles at one point, and th
settlers of Yorkrntkine declare that it I- '0
il Ies. So that instead of the dleviation

having been taken south towards Yorkrakine
it is taken north end away from them.

7Tkr. George! Then the five miles limit
must have been exceeded.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly.
-There is no question about it that the dis-
tance between the lines at one place is 35
miles and that at another place it is 40
miles. We therefore have the unfortunate
se-ttlers ait YOrksakine and Randee in a pre-
carious position. They are on some of the
finest land in Western Australia. The pro-
ducetion from that p1art oif the State is as
great as it is in any other grod ureat in
the State. We have settlers in a magnifi-
cent belt of country, where the production
is very big., carting a distance of 21) miles
in one way and 20 miles in another way,
niot as the crow flies but as the road es.
Of couirse they, are up agaiinst a proposition
thant tley cannot curry. It is only because
the area .is woniderfully goo0d that -they here
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bevii able to carry on. Now, if we carry
out the proposal of building a line through
that area, instead of the carting being -10
miles it wvill he 10 miiles to the Eastern gold-
fields line, 10 miles to the proposed new line,
10 miles south and 10 miles north. In other
words wre shall be cutting uip ant area into
four instead ot into two. The trouble is
that the 10 miles distance is a limited
-area, anl it is s0 limited that we cannot ex-
luIve the line to pay interest and working
exisenses. of the whole of the line. It may be
said that f ant opposed to giving Ilkac
people relief. That is not so. As 'Minister
for Works 1 tried to overcome the wrong
that was dlone before the advent of the
Labour Government in 1911. 1 saw that it
was economically unsound to build this par-
ticular railway, timat the country could not
carry it. We cannot finance it and wve lhavs
too many railways of thle kind already.
What is the solution? I am sorry tile 'Min-
ister for Works is not here, but in his ab-
sence I will explain thle matter to the
Treasurer.

Mr. MIann: 'What about a spur line frunt
Tammia?'

Hon. W1. D). JOHNSON: What I propose
is worthy of investigation. We find that
motor transport is competing against the
best equipped railways of to-day. We have
motor transport fronm Fremnantle to Perth,
and tin- rates are cheaper than those im-
posed by the railway.

'Mr. Ck-desdalc: What about the damage
to time roads?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is another
p roposit ion.

'Mr. Cilydesdale: But you are only taking
twelve miles.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: That is suffi-
cient to juistify an investigation as to
icetlier my proposal is feasible.

Mr. Thorn-un: They go much farther
than twelve miles in the Eastern States.

Hon. W. D). JOHINSON: As a matter of
tact mnotor transport runs from Premantle
to York.

Mr. George :And taking high-class
freight.

Hon. W. ID. JOHNSON: And successfully
comopeting with the railways to a limited
extent.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Wherel
lion. WT. D). JOHENSON: Between Perth

:mm~d Fremuantle.
'Mr. George: And to a very considerable

extent.
'Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I am not pre-

pared to argue that. If motors can success-
fully compete with the railways there, the
subject is worthy of investigation. We
s;hould inquire asl to whether it can be done
profitably elsewhere. If the Yorkrakine
settlers wolit uintil we get the £340,000 with
which to build them their railway they will
have to wait too long. It is not fair to ask
them to wait so long.

'Mr. F. B. Johnston: The line was ap-
proved by the House last session.

Hlon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I know, but we
have to prov-ide time money. What I suggest
is that it is north n-bile considering whether
we can start a road from Tammin along to
Yorkrakiue, from there to North Brandee,
and joining up Bandee with the Eastern
line, and possibly making n connecting link
wvith; the' Doweria. railway. That could be
done fur about £E50,000.

lion. J. Cunningham: More flie about
£100(,000.

lion. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her may be a better authority, but I will
ask him to let my figures stand for the
momemnt. fn accordance with the policy
adopted by the Federal authorities, money
is advanced for making roads for the relief
of those who cannot economically market
their products. If there are any such
settlers in Western Australia it is surely
those who are in the Yorkrakine country.
I suggest that we construct a road in that
particular area to enable the settlers to
secure motor transport, which is comnpara-
tively cheaper at the present time than rail-
way transport, Not only should we be
affording relief to these settlers by so do-
ing, but we should he saving the country
the expenditure of the E340,0DO which the
railway would cost. 'Moreover theae par-
ticular settlers would get relief at a con-
siderably earlier period. If what I suggest
is not done, these people will have to wiait;
for a considerable period. The Minister
for Works is a practical man and I appeal
to him to investigate the matter. I know
the area and I know that there are no en-
gineering difficultios. As a matter of fact
a good deal of the road is already miade,
and it could be so constructed that it would
be an economical proposition to make it fit
to carry heavy motor traffic. There is an-
other matter that must be cleared up. We
hear lceujile talk about the settlement of the
Yorkrakinc area having been a wonderful
thing and that the settlement of that par-
ticular country was really the start of the
settlement of tile wheat belt. We gather
also from the remtarks of hon. members op-
posite that they were responsible by reason
of their association with polities in this
country, for the settlement of the wheat
helt. Nothimig is further from the truth.
The member for 'Nortmam (Hfon. Sir James
Mitchiell) was not a meumer of this House
when the wheat belt was settled in a prac-
tical way. Long before be came to this
C'hamrnh the then member for Boulder, the
late Mr. 3. MX Hopkins, had propounded
the nolicy of the settlement of what is now
thle Eastern wheat belt. It was be who con-
vinced Parliament that wheat growing in
that part of the State was a practical pro-
position and hie demonstrated that by start-
ing the Nangeenan settement. It was that
settlement that convine(r] us that successful
farming could be carried on as far east as
Nangeenan. The late Mr. Hopkins selected
muen from the goildfields to make a success
of farming at Nangeenan. Yet to-day we
find that the Leader of the Opposition is
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declared to be the real father of the wheat
belt and the man who is supposed to have
conceived the policy of Settling people on
the eastern agricultural lands, end conse-
queatly claims the credit for the attendant
success. I do not know of one thing thit
the Leader of the Opposition has done of
a practical nature to assist agriculture.
That Is a big thing to say, but I defy hon.
members to search the records and to find
that that gentleman has been the cause of
the development of agriculture and its sue-
cess in Western Australia. I repeat that
the original settlement was conceived and
carried out by the late 3T. M. HEopkins.

Mr. Richardson : Hopkins was not a
member of your party.

Ron. W. Dl JOHNSON:- I know.
31r. Richardson: Thea why complain

about it?
Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: I desire to give

credit where credit is due. We hear nothing
sbout Hopkins now; he is dead and gone
and gets no credit for what exists to-day,
and others are prepared to pirate the credit
due to him for work accomplished. What
the late 'Mr. Hopkins did has been continued
by succeeding Governments. The Labour
Government did something and the member
for Northami did something to help on the
industry. The foundation, however, was
laid by the late 3. MA. Hopkins.

Mr. E. B. Johnston-, The late Mr. Thros-
sell, too.

Mr. Richardson: And a number of others
helped.

Hon. W. 1U. JOHNSON: I am prepared
to give the measure of credit that is due
to any hon. member, but I am not going to
allow one hon. member to pirate another
member's work.

M.Nr. Richardson: 'You said the er-Premier
has no credit due to him for land settle-
ment. I say he has.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I did not say
anything of tbe kind. I asked you to
search the records of the House and find
out what had been done by the es-Premier
to give practical assistance to the develop-
meat of agriculture.

Mr. 'Richardson: T will tell you late~r on.
Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Well, I want to

kntow. I do not know of anything he has
done.

.Aly J. 11. Smith: Tell us something of
what you did when Minister for Lands.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What I did was
merely part and parcel of the Labour policy.
If you will search the records of the de-
velopment of agriculture, you will find that
10 measures came from the Labour Party
for every one from any other party.

Mr. George: Well, why talk about that?
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: Because it has

been denied so often on the public platform.
T want the party with which I aon asso-
ciated to get fuill Credit for what it has
done for agriculture.

Mr. 'Richardson:- I am prepared to con-
cede that credit.

lion. WV. D. JOHNSON: Well, I am sorry
the hon. member did not say so during the
elections, when it was generally given out
that the develo~atent of agriculture would
be retsrded if Labour were returned to
power.

Mr. Richardson: I never said that.
Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Your party did.
Mr. Richardson: Why accuse met
Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. memo-

ber did not give much credit to the Labour
Party for the part they had played in the
development of that industry. I am now
taking the points that I think are respon-
sible for our financial difficulty. I say it
has been due to want of discretion on the
part of those administering prior to 1911,
due to the scattering of a limited number
of people over a huge area. Its only solu-
tioun to-day is the quick increase of popula-
tion. It is because I know we cannot
absorb the people in sufficient numbers
within a limited period that I say our
financial difficulty is so great that we can-
not see daylight through it. The number of
peuple we cant bring in will not be sufficient
to overcome the difficulty set up by de-
velopment considerably ahead of existing
population. The Government must encour-
age immigration to the fullest extent. But
the task has to be approached with extreme
care. Particularly have we to ace to it
that the selection of migrants is very care-
fully made. We must exercise our full
right of deciding who shall, and who shall
iiot, come to Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: We cannot do
that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 'If we allow the
Commonwealth to do it, not only shall we
not get out of our difficulties, but we shall
.get deeper into them.

Mr. Mann:- They are finding the passage

mnoneyM.%Corboy: Not finding it; only lend-
ing it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The psssngr
money is hut a small item.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth axe finding £5 109., and the British
Government the same.

Mr. George: Anid we have to nurse the
baby.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so; we
have to nurse the baby. The Commonwealth
are calling the tune, and we hare to take
what they send us. We must exercise full
discretion in the selection of migrants. If
we cannot do that, the position is indeed
black. I do not think the Commonwealth
have the power the Minister credits them
with.

The Minister for Lands: They have full
Power to oversee. We have two men there
to nominate.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Those men can
exercise supervision.

The Minister for Lands: They cannot
go around the country making selections.
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lion. W. D. JOHNSON: The sole solus-
tion of our difficulties lies in immigration.
However, we must not be carried away. We
have to exercise great care. That brings me
to group settlement. I welcome the declare-
lion that a Royal Commission i8 to be ap-
pointed to go into group settlement. Group
settlement in itself has no special features.
We had group settlement many years ago.
There is nothing special in having closer
settlement in the South. We must have
close'r settlement if that country is to be
de.veloped. The special feature in the group
settlement scheme of the late Administra-
tion is the paymeat of 10s. per day for land
clearing. Rob the group settlements of thrat;
and they have no distinctive feature at all.
Years ago we head group settlemeat on land
that compares with any land now under
group settlement in the South-West. I
alude to the Denmark estate. It is excel-
lent hardi country of a class that will re-
spond to treatment and carry dairy stock.
We settled Denmark on the basi of a group,
and we made a failure of it. We had practical
experience at Denmark, yet we had to write
off £76,000 capital expenditure in one lot,
and I do not hnow whether the area can
carry the liability still charged against it.
Why was that £76,000 written off? Be-
cause we went about the clearing in exactly
the sane way as we are going about it on
the group settlements to-day, although in a
more aggravated form. Denmark was
cleared on a face, and as soon as cleared it
started to reafforest . In that country the
growth is worse than the original, and
harder to get rid of. We rushed in on a
huge scale, and we are repeating the thing
in our group settlements of to-day.

The Minister for Lands: They are not
exactly similar to Denmark.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: No, they are
worse. The point is that the unemployed
cleared Denmark on a fae. The settlersfine
settlers they were, were brought down from
the goldIields. There was not a loafer
amongst the team. Yet after years of
struggling they had to admit failure, 'ard
the Government bad to write off 176000n
and reorganise the whole thing. Even to-
'lay Denmark is not flourishing.

Mr. J. HT. Smith: Was the land all elegr.d
for them?

Han. WV. D. JOHNSON: It had been
cleared, but it was regrown and they li-ad
to reelear it themselves.

Mr. Richardson: Which year was thatt
Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: In 1908 or 1909.
The Minister for Lands: That was the

time we sent the goat% down.
Hfon. W. D). JOHNSON: Yea, I could tell

a pretty tale about that.
.%r. '.%ann: Do you think the difficulties

of the South-West are greater than tie orig-
inal difficulties in Gippsland?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON : No. I should
say they are ahout the same. Although I
have related] that experience at Denmark,
I still think the South-West can be success-

fully* settled. It must be settled. Unless we
-!ar make a success of the South-Wes9t, the
dairying outlook in Wesitern Australia is
pretty bad indeed. Dairying is the out-

standing anomaly in Western Australia to-
day. We go to the Old Country and ask
reople to conic to our wonderful State,
'vh're land is available and whetre the pro-
duction is enormous. Yet every month we
,uve to disclose in wir ecturns the fact that

wet-atanot feed ourselvesi, that we have to
doig in hontter, eggs and other dnirying

piroucts.
Mr. P. 11. Johnston: The settlemient of

iliv Souitl-West is an attempt to overcome
that difficulty.

lion. WV. D. JOHNSON: Then it will not
do it.

Mr. Sampson: Are we to sky the towel?
Han. W. D. JOHNSON: We tried to do

it at Denmark, but we failed. To-day we
are trying tIho same thing in the group set-
tlements, and will again fail. The weakness
is that we are trying to do by humean effort
what should be done by nature. We cannot
conomically clear that country in the green.

In the wheat belt the land must be cleared
in the green, but in the South-West that
plan will not work. There we cannot cut
,town the timber and burn it, for it will
not burn. You ran blow it to pieces and
you still have difficulty in burning it. It
can be burnt but the cost of clearing is
excessive. How can success he made of set-
tlement in the South-West? Tt can be done
in one way only, and I believe that will be
endorsed by other members, You have to
send the ringbnrkers through the country
ahead of settlement. The country must he
ringharked and sucker-bashed, the small
stuff cut down, and a fire put through.
The next year another fire must be put
through and the country must be sucker-
lashed again and if necessary fired once
more, and the process repeated for a period
of five years.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And it will be another
100 years before you settle the country.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No. In five or
seven years you can put on the tree-pullers,
and everything can then he burnt and the
country cleared at a minimum of cost. When
vot, have the country cleared you have
sweeter land than you would otherwise have.
You can put in your fodder crops and feed
your cows in a few months, and the grops
;-nu take the cows and start their dairying
industry.

Ur. ,esson: That is sound.
lion. W. D. JOHNSON: The cost of

-learing in the green is excessive. When
the country has been cleared there is all the
re-growth to cope with, and the sourness
of the land is being perpetuated. In five
years you will still be struggling with the
sourness of the l and, and the dairving in-
Icatry will not have been established be-
eause you cannot grow the crops.

Mr. .1. HT. Smith: The ground is not sour
at all.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I anm only de-
claring my opinion.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: It is wrnT1g. Your
opinion is all right in tin 4,y.

lion. W1. D). JOHNSON: I shall De
pileased to read the report and evidence of
the Commnission to see wt.ether that is rizIt
or wrong.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: It is certaily not
right.

lon. W. D). JOHNSON: Where in the
lion. inember 'a electorate are cows being
maintained to-day on newly cleared volin-
try?

31r. 3. 11I. Smith: There are no t ows
there yet.

lion. W. D. IOH1NSON: If there are
any cows in the hon. member's'elet-ato
they are being fed and milked on land that
ins been ringbiarked for years.

Mir. J. II. Smith: The clover iq growing
to-day as well on the green country an onl
the ringbarked country.

MAr. SPEAKER: Order! I must warn
members that they cannot he permitted to
continue these interruptions. The hon. mem-
ber will Pave an opportunity of speaking
later.

Mr. .t. H. Smith: The hon. member
challenged me, and that is why I answered.

Honl. W. D). JTOHNSON: Let us take
Bridgetown, for instaonce. Where is the
greatest amount of stock carried there? Is
it not on country that has been ringbnrkdl
for years! That country was not cleared
in the green, but was ringbarked, and the
fires did the work that the previous Govern-
ment, were trying to get human beings to
do pno setting them an impossible task.
You can settle that country in a manner
that will be productive to the State, and will
not be a financial burden that perhaps will
have to be written off, and you can do it in
five or seven years by the method I suggest.
What T am declaring is practical, and I
know it to be so from my experitnce of the
Denmark area. I rode over every farm in
thalt locality and investigated every one. I
reported to Cabinet in regard to the great
difficulties of Denmark. The trouble was
clear. Tt was that the land was too sour.
Go to Denmark, or to Nelson where the
karri grown. We find that the tops of the
hills is the place where you get somec of the
finest crops. We have waxed eloquent about
the( wonderful lucerne on the tops of the
hills it Dennmark. That land was ringr-
harked, and the sun being allowed to Cet
into the jground sweetened it. Thzre is a
for sweeter growth on the hills than there i..
in the gullies. Tn the gullies the lucerne
is of stunted growth. but in the hills it in
growing as well as it does in any part. of
Australia. What is required is to lot the
sun into the ground so that it inn he
sweetened. That is whnt happens at the
tops of these hills, and that is what will
happen elsewhere if the right procedure is
adopted. Whilst T anm pessimistic in regitrd
to the Present method of settling the South-
West, I have the utmost confidence in the

land ultimately producing more than sitifi-
ceat for this country. It can yield an flier-
molls wealth of dairy produce. The only
way this can he done is to ringbark the
enilry, and prepare it for settlement for
five or 'Perem years before any attempt is
made to put people on it. We 'are trying to
do, by homan effort at great expense vihat
Plo, rd ]w: i,ut h% nature :it a minim im .if
eo't. Ns a farmer I was amroed -it th,, cry
t! at was started sonie yealrs ago to inerensoa
production, (lue -:athcredI from the remarks
of Ministers, backed upl hy the Press of the
,-n,,,tr ,v, that the great question in Western
Arstralin was inerealsed production. They
said, ''What we want is more wheat; ire
want 2.5 million Inushels where now we have
only 18 million bushlls.'' There is no iffi-
eulty about production in Western Aiimtrnlia.
floes am-on want to run away will, the
idea that, because a Minister going throolgh
tho coantry says, ''Put in more wheat,''
the fanner will put in any more? The
former pants in every acre he can. Glenerally
speaking, he tries to put in too much na
does not do the work thoroughly, with the
result that the production per acre in 'Nest.
ern Anstralia is not an great an it should
be. It was an empty cry and of no value.
The prolem of Western Australia is not in-
creased production, but the problem-that is
recognisled by the Federal authorities as thle
problem of Australia-in one of markets,
not production.

Air. Griffiths: You are quite right there.
lifon. W. D. JOHNSON: The F'ede'ral

.authorities are going to spend some money
investigating this important question of
markets. Australia is saffering to-day, not
because she does not produce sufficient, hut
bet-aupe she cannot mark'et profitably that
which nhe does produce.

Mr. Mean: That does not apply to
wheat.

lion. W. D). JOHNSON: I know. A
M.inister, instead of going through the coun-
try saying what lie does, woufd better iserve
it if he devoted Lis energies to a study of
the market problems, e'-en those of wheat.
The wteat marketing problem is a difficult
one. Enormous sums ore wasted, that could
be saved if some expert went into the mat-
ter and advised what could be done. Wheat
farmers help one another in the way of pro-
clueig wheat. They talk to one anothe~r on
the quoestion of soils and how to cultivate
the land, and they exchange viewrs. They
help each other in" all kinds of wbayN, as to
the kind of wheat to he grown and the
omolint of super to he used. They are all

an1oij9on the question, becausqe every
hour of the day thor are st'mrlyine, it. Tt is
their problem, and thev can help one al
other in solving it. there ore, therefore,
n difficuilties; aLomit production. The farm-
ers exchange their views over the fence and
they help each other very material. hot
the ' are helpless altogether in regard to the
markets. They cannot liseneq that quection
with any saurity. We hare nothlnq in
this country to investigate, from t0e pro-
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ducer 'a point of view so all-important as
the question of markets. 'Marketing is tfre
.function of Government. That is what (Joy-
ernments are created for. Their function is
not to do for the people that which they can
do for themselves, but to do for the people
that which they cannot do. Unquestion-
ably the people of this country cannot solve
the marketing problem, and I am glad to
say this difficulty has been recognised by the
National Parliament. The Mitchell Admin-
istration failed because they lost sight of
that question. The member for Nelson (Mr.
J. HT. Smith) will know that the people in
his district are concerned about marketing
facilities.

MNr, J. 11. Smith: That is true.
Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON: And that they

did not get much assistance or encourage-
wnent front tine previous Governmnt.L

'Mr. J. H. Sm ith: Oh, yes, we did.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSO'N: I shall be in.

tcerested. to know what was done.
Mr. Corboy: I know they built a shed

at Bridgetown.
Mr. 3. H. Smith:- We had a fruit advis-

ory board created, and the Government paid
something towards the expense.

Mr. Mann: And the transport.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: At all events

the result has not been very satisfactory.
Mr. J. H. Smith: It has been of great

benefit.
HFon. W. D. JOHNSON: With regard to

the marketing of the products of the coun-
try, there has been only one organisation
that has attempted it, and it has done so
uder grave difficulties. I refer to the farm-

ers' organisation, their co-operative move-
ament. Everything should be done to foster
and enicourage any organisation that at-
tempts to relieve or assist the Government
in its function of solving the marketing
problem. I appeal to members to apprec-
iaite tine fact that in this country we have
an organisation of which we ought to he
proud. I refer to the co-operative move-
ment, with which, I am proud to say, I
have been associated for some years. There
are members who question the genuineness
of that movement. Let me say, as one who
has studied co-operation as closely as any
memiber in this Hlouse, that it is a very fine
organisaition. In the first place the co-op-
erative societies in Western Australia, of
which there are now 75, and the Westralian
Farmers Ltd., are purely co-operative con-
efrro. I defy contradiction of that state-
ment. The rties and articles of association
and administration are truly co-operative,
as we understand the term, andI as our
knowledlge goes rezarding the hin1ge co-op-
e~rative societies of Great Britain.

Mr- Thonnson: That is a little bit of a
chnnge.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 'Not on my part.
T believe the organisation has been very
much misunderstood, Band possibly misrepre-
sented.

3fr. Sampson: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I have been con-
nected with the administration in a purely
honorary capacity for sonme years. I am
not paid, and do not draw a penny out of
it. I have been working for years to build
up the co-operative movement. There is
abksolutely no connection between the Wes-
tralian Farmners Co-operative Society and
the Primary Producers' political organisa-
tion.

MTr. J1. H. Smith:- Why have they mem~bers
of Parliament on the Executive?

Eon. W. D. JOHNSON; I will tak$ that
point. Why have ate, a prominent member
of the Labour movement, a member of the
Westralian Farmers? Why ha'-e Mr. Diver,
another member of the Labour Party, or
Mr. Lathisin, one of the oldest farmers of
Bruce Rock, and also a member of the
Labour Party, connected with that orgoni-
sation? Why say, because Mr. Basil Mur-
ray is associated with the Executive of the
Primary Producers' Association, that this
nssot-iati'mi dominates the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd.?

Mr. J. H. Smith: I did not say that. You
said there was no connection between them,
:tnd I say there is.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is the
same connection between the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. and the Primary Producers'
Association as there is between the Westra-
lia Farmners and the Tredes Hall: no more
and no less.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: Oh, no.
Mr. Ri. R. Johnston: You are absolutely

right.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I want the hon.

member to he fair to the organisation of
which we are so proud, and not to make
such a definite pronouncement without in-
vestigation.

M.Nr. J. H. Smith: I am only saying what
is true.

Mr. R. 11. Johnston: You are saying what
is incorrect.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. mern-
her is misrepresenting the position. There
is no connection 'between the two bodies.
T give the, hon. member that assurance. I
would like to give him an opportunity of
making ft thorough investigation of the
whole question, for that would prove to
him that he is wrong. I would welcome the
opi-ortunity of taking the bon. member down
and giving him the fullest information.

Air. J1. Hf. Smith: They said. that some
menmbers of the party' were not fit to be
n~iennhers of Parliament.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: The trouble in
that some members do not want to be in-
formed.

Mr. Richpnrdson: You are not in accord
wtih tine polic 'y of the Primary Producers'
Association, arc You!

Ron. 'W. T). JOHNSON: No.
'Mr. Richtardson: YVou do not believe in

the P.P.A.?
Hon. WT. D. JOHNSON: No.
'Mr. Richardson: It is just as well to

know where we are.
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lion. W. 1). JOWNSOX: If I believed in
tine policy of that association I1 would be
associated with it. It is beeatse I believe
in the policy of the Lal~our Party that I
ant assoeiatjd with that section, 1 am now
as enthusiastic a labourite as ever I was,
although I am a farmer. The co-operative
inoveatnent is one that sitouldl be fostered
by, tite Labour Party rallier titan by rolin-
nnurt-ial interests.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I agree with you there.
lion. W. D. FOIINtU.N: I make an ap-

pe-al to memitbers of Pnrliamntt and Inarlic.
inizirly to ineintera of the Latiour Party to
re.4oice with me tltat we have a co-operatui-
unovemi-at Of Such magnitudle in this State,
and one Organisation thnot is purelyv "West.
ern Australian.

Mr. Gevorge: You are saying that thvre
is sno politic-jI connection betweent the two
organis9ation a.

Houn. W. fl. JOHN SON: Yes.
Mr. Ge-orget Thait is~ all wc wtannt to know.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If I have con-

datved the member for Mfurray-Wellington
then f have convinced other members as
well, for he needs convincing more than
others.

'Mr. Richardson: We have got all we
want to know about it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Thea I have
convinced the hon. member, too.

Mr. George: You are simply tellinig us
that there is no connection between the
Primary Producers' Association and the
Wests-slian Farmers Ltd., that is all.

Ron. W. D5. JOHNSON: Apart from the
general difficulties with which this concern
has been faced, and which faced our pro-
ducers generally, there is the question of
marketing, and our market is dominatca oy
Eastern States organisations. I have asked
the Premier to place upon the Table of the
House a return showing the number of com-
mercial concerns operating in Western Aus-
tralia, whose head offices are situated in the
Eastern States. I wish to secure that re-
turn to bring home to hon. members the
necessity for a motion such as I have given
notice of regarding another matter. I wish
to emphasise the enormous grip thte com-.
mercial interests of the Eastern States have
upon Western Australia. It is impossible
for an individual to fight against that grip;
we must fight it. If we take the position
regarding butter we find practically the
whole distribution is in the hands of those
wholly interested in butter production in
the Eastern States. They are not anxious
to market the results of Western Austra-
lian production, and that is the chief diffi-
culty in connection with dairying. Why
is it that the butter factories established in
different parts of the State are not flourish-
ing in proportion to the quantity of butterv
fats they reeie? It is because the difficul-
ties of marketing are so great. Why is that
so? It is because they are up against the
huge interests dominated from the Eastern
States. Thoce interests must maintain
qihrir grini on Western Australia which hiss

proved such a glorious market in the past.
It is because of this they wish to maintain
their grip on the market at sa costs.

Air. Richardson: That is our difficulty
in connection with everything we under-
take.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON- The member
for Subiaco supports my views now. In
order to get over this diflieuhy we must put
our heads together.

Mr. Richardson: You had better cae
over here.

Hon. W. 1). .JOUN.ISON: We must re-
alise that we have a responsibility to the
c-unt -v and we should work to overcome
those dit&-eulties. A point I wish to make
is that the individual cannot do this. It re-
quires an orgtis-ation or a combination.
The only urganisation. that n-an be expiect' I
to c-ope N ith thet position is tine tn-oFperative
movemen t of ;lresterpi Australia. What is
that unovetiwut?' There is a capital invested
in that concern of C200,OOU, every penny ot
which was subscribed by the producers at
this State. Why' ? To help in marketing
their products. That capital is small com-
pared with what is required. Therefore, 1
ani justified in making an appeal to Par-
liaiment, and pnarticnlarly to the Labour
Party, to realise that, just as the Federal
Government have appointed a commission
to investigate Western Australia 's special
positien, so we should see whether we can-
not foster and encourage this co-operative
movement to a greater extent. It has not
had much encouragement from Parliament
to date. We should see if we cannot get
over some of the difficulties and assist in the
struggle against Eastern domination. As it
is, the co-operative movement is surely hut
gradually overcoming that domination, but
the progress is slow in proportion to the
capital required to do the job. This is a
matter in which the Governmnent could as-
sist, not only by direct help, but in small
vonsiderations as well. Tihey eni assist
by merely understanding the co-operative
movemnent and by recognising that there are
nien who have their hearts and souls is the
task. People criticise Mr. Basil Murray,
the general nianager of the Westralian Far-
tners. Ltd. I differ from him in many things,
hut T take off my hat to him on account of
what he has done in fighting the commercial
interests that hare dominated Western Aus-
tralin for so long. I take off my hat to
him for the mnanner in whieh hie hias over-
c-ane many of the difficulties encountered
from time to time and the way he has
steered the Organisation away from. pit-
faIls. I honour him for the work he has
done in the intere-ts of the vrnple -df
Western Ausltralia.

Mr. Mann: He found it neeessary to join
two comnbines,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: He has shown
judgment in many respects. Those who have
profited by his. wiork-and there are several
members in this House wlio have done so-
know the Organisation and know what he
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has done. We should be able to do more if
Government assistance were available. I do
not know that I need say anything more on
this particular point. I believe marketing
is the main problem, and in addition to
what the Government can do in affording
direct assistance, we must realise what
this Western Australian association has done
in extending its operations on aL co-opera-
tive basis. Instead of having a turnover
of £3,000,000 as the organisation had last
year, which is enormous considering the de-
velopment of Western Australia at the pre-
seat time, and instead of being a partner
in a huge buying and selling agency in Lon-
don having n turnover of £4,000,000 last
year, we should be able to do wore ix we
had but a few words of encouragement, and
if, when we were up against difficulties, we
could go to the Government and point out
what we were doing for Western Australia
and secure some assistance. We were up
against difficulties that we could not over-
come at the time; Government assistance,'
if avnilable, would do much to assist in
furthering the movement.

Mr. Thomson:- Ton are suggesting tbe
wheat pool.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I believe the
wheat pool is established and I do not
think we will have any difficulty in that
connection. There is the question of mar-
keting fruit, however. Let me give the
House one illustration. I will take the po-
sition in my own electorate of Guildford.
Growers there were producing dried fruits
and they sold a quantity of fresh fruit as
well. The products were marketed without
any difflenlty- Men made good profits and
the industry increased until it carried a
fairly large population, all of whom were
carrying on satisfactorily. The idea got
abroad regarding dried fruits, particularly
of the quality grown in the Swan distriet,
that there was a wonderful opportunity for
expansion. The Government bought large
areas of land suitable for the purpose, and
apparently as good as other holdings where
satisfsn-tory returns were being secured.
Thea the Government established returned
soldiers there, and the result was that pro-
duction was multiplied by about 100 per
cent. The trouble was that no provision
was made for marketing the produce.

Mr. Thomson: That is so.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The position to-

day is that the men who were making a
success of their holdlings are now struggling
against the diffieultie9 of marketing, and
new settlers to-day, who cannot possibly
compete with the old ones on a profitable
basis, feel the position keenly and will have
to get out. What is required is some kind
of organisation that will enable those con-
cerned in this industry to make a living.
If that is not done there is no alternative
but for the returned soldierg to walk off
their properties. Last year they did] create
an organisation to help themselves and en-
deavour to regulate the market. As is so

often the case vnith such mnovementsa, there
were a few who broke away and the few
who did s-o got the advantages resulting
front the establishiment of the organisation.
As a result of their actions, what promised
to be a succeessful marketing organisat ion
in the early part of the .5eapon failed
through the disloyalty of a few. What is
required is better marketing facilities. I
do not propose to weary the House any fur-
ther on that point. I have dealt with mar-
ters of importance, hut I have not touched
upon questions affecting my own coustito-
encY other than the brief reference to the
position of the producers an the Upper
Swan. I may be forgiven, therefore, if I
make an appeal on behalf of the more re-
mote parts of the State. When I had the
opportunity I went to the North-West and
the North to see what kind of asset we had
there. T wished to know whether we were
getting a maxhimum result from those areas,
and whether we were developing them in
sueh a way that we could not procure bet-
ter returns and at the same time assist in
the general advancement of the State. I
found there one of the finest countries one
could gaze upon. There is no doubt shout
the magnitude and the enormous wealth of
the far North. There is no doubt about its
possibilities provided the country is devel-
oped in the right way. In 1911 the Labour
Government attempted to organise the
North-West on a basis that would provide
better results than are being obtained to-
day. We have to carry a burden there that
lies retarded development. I refer to the
extension of the pastoral leases to 1948.
That was an outrage. We had been wait-
iug for 1928 when the leases would run
out, and we were looking forward to an
opportunity of reorganising the settlement
of that country on a basis that would bring
about increased production. Before 19128,
however, unfortunately for Western Aus-
tralia, the monopolistic land owners had a
Government in power at the time whom they
could influence, and the Government then
extended the leases for another term until
1948. If hon. members consider some of
the properties there they wDil understand the
position. Take Minderoo Station. I built
the wool shed on that station in 1908, so
I know something about the property. It
is on the Aebburton River, and I have seen
40 feet of water come dowa the river, one
of the finest streams one could ever wish
to see. There arc glorious opportunities for
damming it and conserving it. But the
Itindernio estate runs for miles along the-
river, monopoliig all that length of it.
it was taken up by- the late Sir John For-
rest andI his family. In that estate we hare
a million acres. The back portion of the
land cannot be used, because it has no pro-
vision for water supply, the station depend-
ing on the supply in the Ashburton River.
If the country were cut up the other way,
end wells and dams put in, the whole of
the area could be developed. Then the
back, rather than the front of it, would
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carry the maximum number of sheep. How-
ever, all that land is monopolised so as to
prevent other people getting the benefit of
the full productio1 of which the land is cap-
able. Nevertheless the Bill wase passed, giv-
ing an extension of that lease and all other
leases till 1948. A Government that is de-
termined can see that even that is dis-
counted. I do Dot say reversed, because I
am no believer in confiscation; but when
we have a limited number of people con-
trolling so vast an area, we require to see
to it that they contribute to the revenue in
proportion to the area they bold. And
when, moreover, w'e see the enormous wealth
those people are getting from their holding,
and the further enormous wealth they are
not getting, but other people nwould get if
the land were differently cut up, it is time
me stepped* in and adjusted the anormaly.
The pearling industry is subjected to a con-
trol that limits its effectiveness from a rev-
esuite point of view, and limits alpo its em-
ployment of white labour. The Government
ought to overcome that. When one goes
along the coast and calls in at the ports
where the steamers are regular, where ice
is distributed from the steamer's freezing
chambers, and where vegetables are ob-
tainable, it is remarkable that the people
of the port advocate the employment of
black labour, declaring that the North-
West is no place for white people. Yet
when one goes inland to Marble Bar and
Nullagine, one finds men who have
been on the tin fields for ten years with
never a coloured man amongst them. Whyt
Because the coloured mn could not live
under the sme conditions. Where the
minerals are found inland we find the white

n to develop them, but along the coast,
where the grog is to he found and the vege-
tables and ice, all the people cry out that
it is no place for the white mn". That
country uip there is worthy of special atten-
tion. In 1912 or 1913 the then Government
did try to develop it, but their efforts were
cut Ahort by the outbreak of war. How-
ever, the opportunity is again here to do
something with the North-West. I trust
that we may all put on our thinking ears
and realise that we have there a huge
country tinder the control of certain people.
Our conmmerce is dominated from the East-
ern States. That also ought to be investi-
gatedl. Our great North-West is in the
handls of those who are not doing justice to
it. By close administration the Gotverninent
should do that which baa been neglected in
the past. As for the South-West, I appeal
to the Governmnent to make the earliest pos-
sible announcement in respect of the in-
vestigation, and to start that investigation
without delay. A change of administration
is required to make the South-West attrac-
tive, to make of it a place where we can
produce economically and allow Western
Australia to carry on until it has produced.
But the burden imposed upon us to-day is
altogether beyond the powers of the 350,000
souls in this State.

Mr. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.51]: 1 re-
alis that I harte Dot yet the confidene
that, I expect, will come with greater ex-
perience. It is trying for a new member
to speak to a House like this. Hlowever, I
am not the only one, for the Premier, ad-
dressing a meeting at Wyalcatchemn a few
years ago, said it cost from £300 to £400
to educate a new member and make him of
sonic use.

The Premier: No\t 1.
Mr. LINDSAY: Therefore I take it I

still have time to improve. The Speech
Iroinises encouragement to greater produc-
tion from lands served by existing railways,
and says that legislation is to be introduced.
I do not know what that legislation is to
be, but when it comes along I will deal with
it. Although I represent the primary pro-
ducers, I think it is the land owner's duty
to effectively occupy his holding. If he is
not prepared to do that, legislation should
be introdiucedt to coerce him. According to
the Speech it is also intended to introduce
a Closer Settlement Bill. I do not believe
it possible to bring idle lands under pro-
duction without such a Bill, because a small
land tax is scarcely calculated to burst up
big estates. If the Government intend to
introduce a land tax I should like them first
to give us a better system of valuation than
we have to-day. In my district we have bad
a revaluation raising the values 200 per cet.
Although I am not prepared to say it is
too high, still I do not think it right that
an officer of the Taxation Department should
be able to declare to a land owner, ''You
will pay so much.'' We should have some
method of appeal against that sort of rul-
kng. There is in the Land Act a section stat-
ing that the unimproved value is the price
the land will bring in the open market
undler reasonable terms and conditions, as
if tn improvements had been added to it.
But who is to he the judge of that? The
departmental officials say they go to the
Titles Office and look at the sales. In my
opinion that is seldom done. If I wnt to
buy a property for my son, there is nothing
to prevent my paying for it at a sentimental
value which is not the value of the land
generally in the district. However, I do not
think that is the way they make a valuation.
When an officer, who did his work honestly
and well, came to my place I asked him how
he made his valuation. He asked, ''Will
your land produce 14 bushels to the acre?"
1said it would. Evidently that is the way

they make their valuation. Only a fewv
days ago, at a meeting of surveyors in
Perth, Mr. Campbell, an officer of the de-
partment, said that nine road boards had
been revalued, and that the boards were rat-
ing on their new valuations. That is not
correct. Two boards in my district have
been revalued, but are not using the new
valuation, because they consider it too high.
I suggest that the Government should in-
quire into the New Zealanda system. Under
that, local courts are appointed and inde-
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pencdent experts, not taxation officials, do
the work of valuers. Our- sole method of
appial is to come down to Perth and appear
before the court here. That is not possible
to allotl us. in New Zealand they appoint as a
metal er a rul re~entative of the road boards,
t1e Lands Department appoints another
member, and those two sit with an inde-
pendent chairmnan. Such a system is more
likely to do justice by the appellant. We
have- all hadi cxj erienec of the Income Tax
IDep art ment.

M~r. l'autnn: No. We here never have to
pay int-cliti tax.

Mir. LINIIISAY: We find that the taxa-
tion officials try to get as much as they

liid can toi the State. Ia my district
we jar. hnen forced to pay a firm £10 10s.

:i-r annui to protect us against the Ta-
iioui Departmnent. I do not want that sort
of thing in respect of land valuation as well.
While I live said the land owner should
effectively occupy his holding as a duty to
the State, at the sme time the State has a
duty to the land owner. It is the duty Of
the State to provide him with facilities of
production, and to furnish him with things
necessary to keep him in the country. Now
I wish to say something about the land in
the Toodyay Valley. A few months ago,
when I introduced a deputation to the Mlin-
ister for Lands, we took with us samples of
dried fruit. A slight mistake in the pub-
lished report of that deputation made it
appear that the fruit had been grown
on my farm at Toodyay. I do not
happen to bave a farmn there. I mentlion
this because, When I speak of settling the
lan(] of the Toodyay Valley, I do not %visht
invieicit to think that I have any land there
for sale. f have been up the Toodyay, Val-
Iey, and I can say that practically any crop
that can be grown in Western Australia
,-al Ice grown in that valley. The Minister
declared to us that five men held 70,000
acres within 17 miles of Toodyny. I do not
think that is right, for the bulk of that land
i-c held under natural pasture, running sheep.
OIf course in a 9ountry likec that, where we
have railways, roads and schools, it should
lie a. question, not of acres to the sheep, but
of sheep to the acre. The member for
Guildford (lion. WV. D. Johnson) re-
ferredl to the oiheat belt and men-
tioned the Dowerin-Ilerredin and the York-
rakine railways. I hiapl ened to be with
the Railway Advisory Board when they went
through the Dosverin-'ilerredin country.
The settlement of the wheat belt in my dis-
trict took place from Dowerin with very
little assistance from the Government, and
the men who went there took up small hold-
ings. The district has a fine rainfall. Th.-
seitlers, in order to get a start, scratched in
a crop, as it is commonly' known, and sonno
s-ratcbied their wray to prosperity, while a
few unfortunately endhed in poverty. Those
who followed and adlopted similar methods
had a similar experience. In 1915-16 Pro-
fessor Paterson visited Wyaleatehem. We
had had a series of drv years and had passed

through bad times. The Professor lectured
on the growth of crops and, when hie had
finished, I was cnlled upon to propose a vote
of thanks. I said, "''We Iha~e learnt quite a
lot from your lecture. W.e know it is
necessary to fallow and cultivate the land,
hut unfortunately the advice has come too
late. The majority of us went on to the
land with the assistance of the Agricultural
Bank, aud the officials of that institution
assisted us to farm badly, after wvhich they
seat out exports to tell its we had done
wrong. By our mnethods of farming we are
gambling on getting 20) inches or rain a
year and by our methods or financing "~
arc gambling on getting 20 bushels to the
ace. Owing to the dry' season wea got none,
and, the coilsequilice was a load of debt.
You advise us to return to safe methods,
but ce C cannot. We gambhled and got into
debt, u,'.l noo, we have to gamble to get
oul Of dlbt. ' We know ltere have been
great failures in the wheat belt. They hav e
been the fault of the Goverunc-nt. The GSoy-
ernment are finding the cash and are pay-
ing the piper and should call the tine. The
Government should have forced the settlers
to farm their land in the right way. In
other countries that have h.adi big set tlemtent
selcmes, there have been many failures.
When the people of America went westward
they went in years of heavy rainfall ad
mined the soil as we are doing, but when
the rainfall diminished those places were
ab~andoned. Later on settlers returned and
adlopted better methods, and those lands are
now supporting thriving and prosperous
communities. The difference between their
settlement schemes and ours is that there
the settlers provided their own money, while
here the Government find the cash. We
have an experimental farm and a Depart-
,,eut of Agricolture. They are doing much
good, hut the Department of Agriculture
should he able to instruct settlers in the
proper way to farm and should encourage
them to do it that way. We cannot wait
for our children to grow up; we mnust edu-
cate the farmer who is on the land to-day.

The Minister for Railways: How many of
the farnmers say they- would have been sue-
essful hnt for the department interfering 9

Mr. LINDSAY: The Government found
the money and the Government should hare
assisted us to farm in the right way. A
man who goes on the land with the assist-
ance of the Agricultural Rank receives an
advance to clear his land and to buy a drill
and lmrses. The whole system encourages a
settler to merely scratch in his crop. The
man most get a return quickly, and though
the land will stand two or three scratched-in
crops, once farmers get into that way they
cannot get out of it. Tt is harder to give
Lip bad methods than to learn the right
method. In conseqluence of this scratching-
in of crops the virgia fertility is going out
of the land and weeds are becoming preval-
ent. The settler takes the view that he must
get another good crop in order to be able
to pay his creditors, and then he promises
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to farm in the right way. These methods
may have answered at Dowerin, but in the
back country the methods employed are the
same or worse thtan those adopted in the
wetter districts. The farmers are not adopt-
lug the methods that should be followed in
the drier areas. L have figures from the
latest "Journal of Agriculture" showing
the difference between good and bad farm-
ing. At the Merredin experimental farmn
in 1916-21 wheat grown after fallowing
yielded 22.48 bushels per acre, whereas with-
out fallow the yields were 10.47 bushels1 the
increase in favour of fallow being 11.96.
Ia 1919 the rainfall in the six growing
months was 7.48 and the yield was 26.16
bushels per acre. Therefore to produce a
payable crop is not so much a question of
heavy rainfall as of proper farming methods.

The Minister for Lands: The members
of the L.A.B. have been abused up bill and
down dale because they Jiave assisted the
farmers.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have heard similar
talk, but I consider the members of the
I.A.B. have not gone far enough. Even
they themselves are not insisting upon the
rule of fallow after the first year. There
is a great deal of land in Western Australia
yet to be settled. Although there have been
failures we should recognise these facts nd
profit from our mistakes. If a man adopts
wrong methods for a few years, he gets
such a load of debt around his neck that it
is almost impassible to get rid of it. I
think many of us got out of that difficulty
owing to the very high prices of wheat dur-
ing the wan. But for those high prices
there would have been n great many wore
failulres in the wheat belt. I do not wish
to decry the wheat belt, because I believe
the average yield for the State could be
raised considerably if only farmers wonlet
adopt better farming methods. The Direc-
tor of Agriculture is aiming at getting an
average of 15 bushels for the State. In my
opinion that is a very modest estimate.
Our present wheat lands, if farmed pro-
perly, would yield -an average of more than
15 bushels. My average since 1915 is 19
bushels to the acre. Last year the average
for the State was 11.4 bushels. T was under
the impression that our average was very
low as compared with that of other coun-
tries. America supplies millions of dollars
per annuni to educate her farmers and this
education goes beyond the mere currying
out of experiments. 'What is the use of
experiments if you keep them to yourself?
If you spend money in experimecnts the
knowledge gained should be disseminated
amongst the farmers, and the personal
touch is best of all. The yield in the four
great wheat states of Ameries from 1890
to 1921 was 111S bushels to the acre. Ta
North Dakota it was 9.2; Sontb Dakota,
11.9; Kansas, 13.5; and Nebraska 14.1.
When we adopt efficient meihoils I believe
wre s;hall equal their yields anH probably
exceed them. There is another matter con-
nected with the T.A.B. Unfortunately,
quite a lot of my constituents are clients

of the board, and I often have to go to the
office on their business. On many occasions
I1 have informed the trustees that people
have taken up too much land. A man he-
conies lend hungry and finishes up land
poor. The Governmaent should have decided
long ago what was a living area, and if
they find the money, it should be only in
respect to an area sufficient to provide the
man with a living, or probably slightly
wore. When a man selects 3,000, 4,000 or
5,000 acres it is not in the interests of the
State. Neither is it in the interests of the
individual. If he is receiving Government
assistance he will require 15 years to inm-
prove 1,000 acres and the balance represents
a drag on him. He has to pay land rents
and rates and taxes on the idle portion,
which is also a breeding-ground for vermin.
If another settler were established on the
second block it would mean more population.
One of the reasons why we cannot get the
things we require in the country is lack of
population. If there was more population
in the country there would he wore schooLs,
more hospitals and more social life and
greater indbcements for people to remain
on the land. I hope the Goveru~meat will
decide what is a living area, and, if they
assist settlers financially, they should do so
only on condition that the living arean is
not exceeded. A thousand acres of fair
land is quite enough for any man,

Mr. Chesson: How many acres have you
got?

'Mr. LINDSAY: T have 1,328 end I thin
I produe as much as any other farm of the
seine area. I wouild not ask others to do
what I could not do myself.

Mr. Latham: The Government restricted
settlers to 1,000 acres long ago.

The Minister for Lands: The settler's
wife can take up another 1,000 acres, which
means 2,000 in all.

Mr. LINDSAY: On the question of edu-
cation, if I ask the Government for any-
thing, I shall expect the landholders to do
their bit -is well. One reason why country
life is unattractive to many people is the
lack of educational facilities. The member
for (laililford (Hen. W. D. Johnson) spoke
about a school in his district that requiired
replairs. M~y trouble is there are hundreds
of children in the country that have no
school at all. I recognise the difficulties in
the scattered districts of Western Australia,
hut if we are going to keep people on
the land, we must provide at least facili-
ties for primary educration. It is the
duty of the Government to give primary
education to every child before starting on
secondary or university education. we
have secondary aind university education to-
din-, and yet there are many children in the
country who cannot attend a school unless
they' come to Perth, When they come
to Perth. it is not to he expected
that their mothers will remin on the farm.
One of the primary factors responsible for
the depopuilation of country districts is the
lock of school facilities. Although we can-
not have schools everywhere the Education
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U.V1artlnent should make some provision for
the education of every child. I suggested
to the D~irector of E'ducation some three
years ago that in centres like the one I am.
8, caking of school hostels should be pro-
vii. d, *wherd tie children could be educated
ill,tead of I:eing seat to the city* and where
they could 1P.- hoardled. That may he re-
garded as in innovation, but something
mtust be do,( to remedy the present diffi-
tulty.

TI.1 MI,,isti- for Railways: What about
tie tori, -sjoni-we classesa

Mr. LINDSAY: They may be all right,
lbit a farmer's wife has very' little time ini
which to attend to thnt sort of thing. A fax-
meT'i; wife is probably harder worked than
ah'.i-I "thr Ant owul. Veryv often :,he haes to
biuard the men. She, therefore, cannot sit
down and supervise the education of her
Phildren. Correspoudenc~e classes do some
good, liat in hundreds of eases are not prac-
tical. I suggest that school hostels should at
all events be given a trial. I have lived for
some- years strven muiles fron, a school, and
have had to semi my children to Perth to
learn their alphabet. The same thing ap-
plies to scores of other people. I have here
a letter from the Education Department,
dated the 14th September, 1922, to the ef-
feet that the Mfinister had approved of a
portable school heing erected at Mackin-
budir, and that the Public Works Depart-
ment had been asked to call for tenders as
early aus possible. That school has not yet
heen built. I have been told that the rea-
son is that the people in that locality have
since built a hail. This will be an import-
ant centre. I do not see why the settlers
should be penalised because they have put
up their own hall.

The Minister for Lands: I suppose the
department have rented it.

Mr. LTNDRAY: They built the halt
with their own mnoney. At one time we use I
to get a subsidy of 30s. in the pound for
the building oif an agricultural hall, but to-
dlay we have to raise the first £150, and
then the Glovernmnent will lend an extra
£250 on the personal guarantee of the sfl-
tlers, the money to be paid back on the
workers' homes% system of installments.
There would be a fine commotion if the
(loverninent said to the owners of workers
homes, "We will use your hom~e whenever
it suits, is."~ I have advised settlers in
future to finance these halls through the
hank, which T think is a better method than
going to the Government.

The Minister for Lands: Does; not the
department pay rent for the use of the
halt?

Mr. LTNDSAY: I believe so. The mem-
ber for Guildford (Ron. W. ID. Johnson)
referred to the Yarramony-Enandee rail-
way. H~e put himself up as a judge as to
whether- it could be built or not. He said
there wasi not sufficient produce in that dis-
trict to warrant it. The Railway Advisnr,-
Board, however, held a differenit opinion.
The Minister for Lands the other night in-

ierject.'d that the line wvould be built in its
turn. 1. say it will not, because its tami
came round years ago. I. agree the Dowerin-
flerrediu riIHwuv should not hare beti.
built where it was, but it is too late now
anid the people have beta settled on the
Jand. T he settlers who were promised a
railway further batck should be given the
line. The Yorkrakine settlement was one
,f the first in the wheat belt after Sifr
-lames Mitchell became Minister tor Agri-
culture. It wa-s first formed in 1908. 1
lived within two or three wiles of the bona-
lary. Some of the settlers there have been
carting wheat since 1908, a distance of !31
miles. I have tollected certain figures
slowing, the wheat traffic between Deein-
t,r and April, and for Novemnber aind after,

I ri ve(1e figu.res from the station wasters.
Two station masters have not yet supplied
Ine. %%ith the k-etails. On the Dowerin-
Nagmrin line, and on the Wyvaleatchem-
I ulculling line 421 ,631 bags of wheat were
delivered last year at the aiding. In ad-
dlition to this there are 50,000 bags at
w~heat of which I have not gut particulars.

Mr. Saumpson: Is that on the flasdee
lin e?

%fr. LIND)SAY: I have the report Ot
the Railway Advisory Board for 1920 eon-
cerning the 'earty-Northi Baandec railway.
It says:_

Re railway suggested to serve the coun-
try between rcartv and North Banadee,
the Railway Advisory Board has traversed
the above country for which railway fad!l-
ities are urged, and has the honour to sub-
init the following report. Within tines
drawn 10 miles from and pavallel to ex-
isting railways, a stretch of country is
contained, about 67 miles long with an
average width of nine miles. Its area, is
approximately 448,500 acres, of whicb
2M9.900 acres is alienated or in proces
(if alienation, and 158,600 acres is still
Crown land. From returnis received it is
(estimlated that within the area to be
serve,] there are about 226 settlers, who
have 126,629 acres Of forest land cleared,
96,594 acres of forest land uncleared;
total 223,113 acres cleared and uncleared
(forest). This appears to be a liberal
estimate. The approximate production
for 1919-20 is returned at-SS,588 bags
of wheat, 6,914 bags of oats, total
192,502 bags, say, 16,000 tons.
Mr. Griffiths: That was tour years ago.

This year's estimate provides for another
100,000 bags.

'Mr. LINDSAY: The report continues:-
This tonnage may with railway facilities
lie reasonably expected to increase to 20,-
000 or 22,000 tons. The main centreit to
be 'wrvcd are 'arty, on the extrei, ,t
of the belt, Hindmarsh, about 9 miles
further east, Yorkrakine about 1S miles
east fron, Iindmarsh, and Wodjkndjin,
about 24 Miles fufler on. The biest of
the land surrounds thesei centres which
are serarated from one another byhigbr
grade country at present Dot nsed to any
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great extent, hut which with railway corn-
unnieataon might in the future be made

productive. The setlders in the centres
ItL utioned have in most cases to cart from

12 to IS miles to the existing railways
over roads which in many instances are
heavy and sandy. The Board is ot
opinion that permanent transport facili-
ties are warranted not only on account
ut taertuli~Lt reduet'coi of the dis.triA-, but
aimo because of the probable increase of
production given such facilities. The
length of the line will be about 75 miles,
and the estimated cost £185,000 on a
one in 60L grade, and £75,000 on a one in
100 grade, In considering tb. construc-
tion of a line such as the one dealt with
in this report, the fact that it will make
the- wor' iii the fariner less laborious uin~l
relieve him of transport difficulties which
are properly outside the proper functions
of a farmer, must not be last sight of.
If farmers are c-ompielled, owing to the
diatan-e troin a railway, to spend two
and sometimes three months of the year
on thle road they will be inclined to
either reduce their cultivated area and
dlepend more o stock, or leave the land as
soon as they are alile to do so. The develop-
ment and proper cultivation of farmis by
owners not financially strong is seriously
retarded owing to the time taken up by
carting. In the approximate results of
workings of district raihvays given in the
teport of the Railway Departmnent for the
year enided June 30thi 1919, it is show I
that the majority of the agricultural lines
do not pay working expentses, excludinig i-terest, and, if it is essential, before the
construction of further district railways
can be favourably viewed in the future,
that it must be shown that better finan-
eiat results most be attained, the Govern-
meat might be prepared to consider the
question of imposing a charge on the lend
served by the railway, which if funded
would go towards paying the capital
cost.

That was four years ago; to-day the posl-
tio-n is different. These people were put
there in 1908 and promised a railway. This
is one of the political railways. Before
the last election some tbree or four
years ago the Railway Advisory Board
was sent there, and the settlers were
promiseud a railway. Before the last election
a Railway Bill wa-i passed:, hut that was
nnotlaer seng. T?" 'Ministh r for Lands said
he told the people that ti e railway would1
beu built iii its tnr,. It shouldl have le-n
bil~t sears ago. It il 'urrtriqinq to me,
not yet knowiur! all abla t politit-al dod-es,
that tile first time the lxvadur at time On)-
position spoke froml his vresent seat in the
IToimee he exrre ,d ti-c hopp that the Olov-
erment would built! the Yorlcrakiare rail-
way. The Leamler of th- ffpposition was
"Minister frouk 1901), an'! ii Premier for
five years. One woufrld hav-e thought if he
felt the railway urn- neessmary h- wotuld
have built it when he- had the right to pro-

vide the funds. The Premier and the Min-
ister for Lands; were both at Yorkrakine a
tew years ago. Speakinig as the Leader of
the Opposition the Premuier said his party
were an faronr of thme railway, but could
not give any promisie as he had no authority
to do so. He did, however, say he would
hiepport any Goveronment that would intro-
dunce a $111 for tme construction of the line.

Mr. Griffiths: That was just before the
election.

The Minister for Lands: The railway we
promised when we went there sias that w~hich
sias curried further over.

Mlr. LINDSAY: I do not know why the
settlers should suffer because of the ignor-
ance of other people. 1 have here a letter
from the Agricultural Bank in connection
wvith the inatter, although it does not apply
to tis particular case. It says there is no
quest ion as to the quality of the land, bat
that no settler over 12l2 wiles fronm a rail-
way c an be expected to farmi so far from
one and meet his obligationi. These people
have been trying to do this for the last 16
years. They have not been, able to go in for
better miethods of taaing because of the
time spent in carting their wheat. The
yield per acre is gradually declining, and
thme farmers will have to b~e given better
facilities for growing wheat than they now
have. It is not fair they should be penal-
ised, mid I hope the Miniister will give the
assurance that they will shortly have rail-
way fiaeilities. The prosperity of the State
is hound upb in the developnment of its nat-
ural resources. Owing to our great indebt-
edness per head of the population it is neces-
sary to produce wore from our land. With
nine it thas never been a qrrsation of more
acres, but mfore production pmer ac-re. I hope
the Minter for Agriculture will bring the
knowledge lossessm by his Depnirtient be-
fore the farmers so as to encouirage them
to hUiduee miore per acre from their land.
Front my practical experience I know that
great mistakes hare been made in regard
to agricultural aettleurent. Wrong methods
have- been adopted. We mnust iwprove our
mu, thods andi imjrove them quickly. One
inatter that I have not yet dealt with ade-
quately is water supply for the eastern
wheat belt. I spoke on this subject some
tinme ago, and a membder of* the House
asked an' why the people did not sink daums.
luring a considerable period I hare beenl
agitating for the extension of the goldfields
water scheme to the wheat belt. ILicing in
dry districts, we do not often -et sufficient
rain to fill our dams; but with good farm-
ig it is quite possible to obtain satisfac-
tory results even if there is very little rain.
I the far eastern country large areast of

good land aire foundl. Wherevr there are
considerable stretches of forcst land., w- flm'd
a big extent of flat country. T am sorryv
to stay that the late Gore rnment did nt deal
seriouisly with the extension of the water
cheme. Two years ago, accompanied by
the member for York (.Nr. Griffiths). I sa~w
the es-Premier, who, in reply to me. stated
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that before I gut hoine there would be a
thunderstorm and I would not require
scheme water. I hope the present Govern-
ment will not deal with requests in that
maimer. Late~r the Mitchell Government
promised to assist the people of my district
with key dams. Departmental engineers
have gone through the country and made
certain inv-estigations, Travelling through
the eastern wheat belt, and especially the
far cast, where the ground is quite dry as
tar as the running of water is concerned,
one finds that every eight or ten miles there
are large rock;, which seem to have been
[put there by Nature to serve that eountry.
I have to thank the present Minister fur
Water Supply, Mr. Cunningham, for the as-
sistance he has given me. Hie baa never yet
told me to go home and await a thunder-
storm. He hns promised to help in the mat-
ter of water supply for the wheat belt. The
hont. gentleman tells ine that he is going up
to that country with the Chief Engineer for
Water Supply shortly, -when I hope the
problems I have mentioned will be investi-
gated and money found to construct key
dams. The matter is one of the most im-
portant we have to deal with in regard to
the settlement of the wheat bet. In many
cases it is not possible for the farmer to
provide water for himself, his country be-
ing flat and occasionally not good holding
ground. Water should be supplied through
the natural channels and means that Nature
has furnished.

Mr. WITHERS (Bunbury) (931 ]First
of all I join in congratulations to the Pre-
mier and his Ministers on attaining power,
and in the congratulations which have been
offered to yom, Mr. Speaker, on your eleva-
tion to a high and honourable position. I
also desire to extend congratulations to my-
self, on the fact that I am a member of
the party now in power. One naturally
likes to be on the Government side, where
one has an opportunity of at all events
endeavouring to ensure that the promises
put before the people from the hastingg
are carried into effect. With one's party
out of power, one has no oppoartunity of
doing that. I may he a little parochial to-
night, but this is my.' first speech, and the
sn'bjact is .the Address-in-reply. Glancing
through the Governor's Speech I noticed
that there was mention of the Fremantle
harbour and the Geraldton harbour. With-
out denying those ports the right to have
their harbours improved, T certainly think
Bunbury harbour is entitled to considera-
tion at the hands of the present Govern-
nient. hawing been neglected by previous
Adnministrations.

Mr. George: Plenty of money lhns been
spent there, anyhow.

Mr. WITHERS: T put forward Banbury's
claim because prior to the war, during the
first five years of the Bunbury Harbour
Board's existenre, some E20.000 were re-
mitted from B3unbnrv to the Treasury.
Upon the outbreak of wenr Bunhurv. the
second port of Western Australia, largely

lost it trade, owing to exports being severely
affected by the hostilities. Buabury har-
bour, owing to the war, lost some 920,000
of revenue in four years. Notwithstanding
that loss, however, Bunbury 'a colntributions
to the Consolidated Revenue during the
years from 1921 to 1923 inclusive amounted
to over £E4,000. Thus there hus been paid
into Consolidated Revenue by the lRunbury
HaIrbour Board, after allowance has been
made for war losses, a total of some £26,000.
Reading the latest report of the Bunbury
Harbour Board I observe that exports have
been increasing. The board predict that
the ensuing twelve months will represent a
further improvement, From inquiries made
of the board I know that the year has been
a record one for tonnage dealt with, and
also for remittances to the Treasury. Those
facts afford some justification for giving
consideration in the near future to the
claims of Danbury harbour. The draught of
vessels is getting deeper and deeper, and
in Bunbury harbour one is down to rock
at 27 feet. The oversee. boats of 1912,
1913, and 1014 could call to-day at Bun-
bury and berth at the same berths as they
occupied in those years. But to-day we are
getting vessels up to 10,000, 11,000 and
12,000 tons. Hence the necessity for the
increase requested by the deputation. Last
year the fruit-growers of the Bridgetown
district lost heavily on the export of their
fruit. The "'Bakara," which was coming
to Banbury to lift fruit, was discovered to
have something wrong with her at her last
port of call in the Eastern States, and she
was ordered into dock. The "Fordsdale"
was substituted, hut as she drew 1t0 feet,
she could not come into Bu nbnry harbour.
Bunbury being her last port of loading,
she was naturally down to about Plimsoll
mark before she arrived here. Tn conse-
quence the fruit to be shipped in that boat
had to go to Fremantle. The Bridgetown
growers are at an average distance of only
67 miles from B3un bury, and shipping their
fruit via Fremantle involved en nddjtioua]
115 miles of railage. If Bunbury barbour
had better berths, the State steamers would
call there. At present, however, that is im-
practicable. The Minister for Works has
given us consideration b 'y pulrchasing a
Commonwealth dredge now lying at Albany,
with a view to its being utilised at Bun-
bury. This is to be done as soon as the
deal is completed with the Federal G3overn-
ment. Speaking to the 'Minister for Works
on the subject a little while ago, T was in-
formed by him that everything was in order,
but that the Commonwealth Government
wanted the cash. It was a hardship on the
new Government coming into office to find
such conditions existing. I learn now that
the conditions of sale and purchase have
been agreed upon except as regards one
roviso, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment reserve the right to take the boat
away from Rnbhury at any time thley de-
si re. My owvn view is that not much ruMf-
cultv is involved. The proviso most likely
is nnIly an nrgenicy meare, to be used in
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case of anything unforeseen occurring. Dun-
bury jetty ha been extended year by year,
until it is now like a dog's hind leg anti
runs about a mile out to sea. Ever since 1896
the buobury breakwater ham been under
construction, and has been extended andl
again extended. I trust that the new En-
gineer-in-Chief will be a man with an under-
standing of barbours and docks. lie should
he sent to Bunhury to find out where the
residents could get a harbour t~hnt woud
suit the South-Western export trade of tiii
future. Timber, of course, has so far b;cn
the principal export from B3unbury. flow-
ever, we are looking forward to the time
when the life of our native timbers will
have to be conserved and its exportation
restricted considerably. In that ease we of
Bunbury will have to look to other exports,
principally the export of agriculturail pro-
ducts. If! the group settlements succeed in
the wanner that has been suggested, the
South-West will become the salvation Or
Western Australia. The South-West will
have to he looked to for the supply of all
our dairy products. It is ideal country for
dairying, pig raising, and the like. In no
other part of the State can the dairying
industry be fostered as in the South-West.
Until thie people there had thoroughly rea-
lised what the member for G'uildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) mentioned to-night, as to
dairying by proper methods, they produced
more butter than the people available to
purchase it could consumne. That was 35
years ago. What happened then? The people
who were producing the butter were making
more butter than could be sold, simply be-
cause other people were not there to
buy it. Having large holdings and pas-
tures, they turned their attention to stock
raising, and produced on the country we
now call the north coast lands some of
the finest, if not the most numerous herds
ever known in Western Australia. Some
of those cattle have been on exhibition
and they are a good example of what cn
be produced in the South-West. I trust that
the Government will he able to do something
in that regard, although the financial posi-
tion is not very satisfactory. The member
for Perth (Mr. 'Mann) mentioned coal. T
recognise that we in Bunbury are almost at
the pit's mouth of Collie, but the railage
fromt Collie to Runbury presents practically
the snic difficulties a.9 those expierienced~ by
the fruit-growing industry. r[ have been
informed by the manager of the Amalea-
mated Collieries. tAnt it costs snmething like
6s9. per ton more to bunker coal at Fre-
mantle than at Bunhiirv and this; increase
is caused byv the additional freizht. The
effect of this increase in the price of Collie
coal means that at Preniantle it can only
he procured for bunkering purpoars ait a
cost little below that of 'Newcstfle coal.
which is regarded by somre as the bettor
article. In the circumstances it is not
strange that mmiv shir owners nrefer to nay
the extra few shillinas in order to f'et Nw
castle coal. Dorbt'ess if they could pro-ire

tMe Collie coal at 63. per ton less it would
Ie an induce-ent for themn to take the local
article rather than the imported. If berth-
ing avcontimodation were provided at bua-
bury so that ships of a deeper draught could
utilise that port, tbe bunkering would
lie done at its natural purt.

M r. Mann: Where do the South African
boats bunker coai, at Durban or Bunbury?

Mr, WITHERS: )%ostly at Durban.
Mr. 1'antou: WhVere there is black labour

available,
Mr. WITHERS: iMost of the South

Afrivan bouts thnt call at aunbhry for tim-
loer are run by the South Alricant Govern-
nuent, and it is only natural that they should
tiiise their awn product. 'Much has been said

regarding our education systen, of which
ire have boosted for years that it is one
of the best in the world. We harp boasted
of our free education; in theory the system
is all right, but in practice I do not think
it comes up to the stauglard we would de-
si re. I bare had personal experience in
sending my children to the High School at
tiunbury, anid I do not think that institution
is functioning as was intended. I admit
that the system of establishing high schools
in the country districts is in its infancy,
and naturally some consideration must be
extended to the department on that score.
ChildrenL are not allowed to leave school
until they have reached the age of 14 years.
The average youth reachies the sixth stand-
ard at 13 years of age, if hr bas any ability
or brains at all. When a ladl attains that
age at Bunbury, and passes through the
sixth standard, lie has to go to the High
School in order to eater the seventh stand-
ard, and that means9 a large increase in ex-
peniditure. Had I bought new books for
myv girls who attended the Hligh School, it
would hare cost me about £10; b piurchas-
ing secondhand books I paid about £7 109.
I know of an instance where a boy bad
reached thzr sixth standardl and his record
was one of distiuction. His parents were
in poor cireunistances. Either he had to
go to the Hligh Sehool to continue his 'M u-
cation, or hue hod to remain in the sixth
standard at the State School until he
reached 14 years of age. The result was
that lie hadl to stay in the sixth standard
for a year, during which he re-learnt what
he had been taught dqerintr the previous
year. A child should be given facilities
that will enable him to pwi through the
st-veuth standard, qo thait he may ait leapt
hare a reasonable education in which to
start out in life. As it ic, many ibilfiren
are debarred from the advantages of the
higher standards because their vlarents can-
not afford the additional ePenP~diture. Chil-
dren do not realise what they miss at that
age, hot it is only in afte-r life that they
will feel the effects of their restrietcA edit-
cation. To the latest report of the E-duca-
tion Department reference is made to
manual trainingy in the State, schools, andJ
it is stated that boys in the -fifth standard
have the benefit of that type of education.
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At Bunbury the manual section has been
transferred to the High School. This means
that if a boy's parents can afford to send
him to the High School, he will have only
one year's tuition in manual work and that
is not of much use. I bare the support
of the staff of the Bunbury State School in
my contention that the seventh standard
should be restored to that institution, and
I believe the department have that matter
in hand aso well as the re-introduction of
tile manual classes. The same position
ariies in connection with the girls' course
in domestic science. A girl attending the
Modern School can decide what course she
will pursue. If she desires to be a tailoress,
or to go in for dress-cutting or millinery,
she has the opportunity, ilhen she enters
the seventh standard, of being taught a
course in accordance with her desires
thioughout her stay at that institution. An-
other trouble with; the High School-

Mr. 'Mann: Do you want to get rid of
that institution?

Mfr. WITHERS: The trouble is that coni-
wiercial education is not dealt with at that
iuwitutioa. I wished one of my girls to
undergo a course of training in commercial
siubject;, and I had to send her either to a
night school or to private classes. Children
should have an opportunity of getting that
type of education at the High School. Re-
ference was made to thle selection of a site
for the agricultural college. I do not know
whether consideration ha! been given to the
south-west portion of the State in- the selec-
tion of the site. Training that a lad will
receive on a farm in the wheat belt is nut
that required for a lad who will be engaged
in developing land in the South-West, where
the country is heavily timhered. There is L

no comparison between the two methods of
cultivation and an agricultural college
should be establishbed in some part of the
Sgrith West, foriIt is obvious that farming
in the group settlement areas is different
from that carried on in the wheat belt.
The memher for Aron (Mr. Griffiths) men-
tioned that there waus too nuchl land in his
electorate that nai not linked up with rail-
ways. In the South-West the position is
reversed, for we have too great a mileage
of railway. The time is ripe, there-
fore, for the introduction of the
measure foreshadowed in the Governor 's
Speech in connection with land taxation. 1
trust that when the measure is in operation
we will find that areas such as those
between Pin jarra. and Pemberton will be
forced into a state of productivity. When
passing Rome- of the land people in trains
are apt to say that that land is not worth
clearing. I have had experience in the
South-West for over 30 years and I know
that part of the State very well.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You try to buy
that land that they say is not worth clear-
ing!

Mr. WITHERS: In one part of the dis-
trict I have seen subterranean clover grow-
ing luxuriantly on land that no one would

clear 15 or 20 years ago. To-day that land
could not be bought for £50 an acre. Thene
are hundreds of acres of the same elsse 0±
land available in that particular district I
believe the dairying industry, under proper
direction, can be wade a success. Mention
was made in the Speech of the Goveru-
meat's intention to introduce a Bill to deal
writh main roads. I come from an electo-
rate wthere good main roads Ann good
feeder roads are urgently required. I am
sorry the Minister for Works has seen fit to
close the quarry at Roelands. Although
that concern may not have been paying, it
has proved of wonderful value to the
south-western districts. The stone was pro-
duced so cheaply, apparently, thiat the Gov-
ernment had to close down the quarry.
I have been in communication with the
local authorities at Bunbury and have been
informed that it is suggested locally that
the quarry should he taken over by the
local bodies, and a smaller plant installed.
In this way, with proper crushing and
grading, supplies of ste could be
provided st 6s. per ton. That. will
be a satisfactory price as against the
present rate in and around Bumbury of
something like 14s. per ton. All we re-
quire, if we are a"owed to take over the
quarry and place it under the control of the
local authority, is fair consideration from
the Railway Department regarding freights.
In the past those charges worked out at
about Id. per ton per mile, and if we get
the same consideration and aso have the
benefit of assistance from the Federal road
grant, we will be able to do a lot in pro-
viding better roads throughout the south-
western districts. Another question in re-
lation to the railway service concerns cot-
tages for railway employees. I notice that
the Commissioner of Railways, in his re-
pi(rt, states that a number of these cottages
have been established in the country dis-
tricts in particular. That is a worthy
action on the part of the Commissioner and
I believe it is capable of farther extension.
I know that in Bunhury it is a difficult
mutter to get a decent house at anything
like a fair rental.

The Mfinister for Railways:. The same
apiplies to Perth.

Mr. WITHERS: But in Perth there
are better facilities available. I would
also like to see excursion trains run more
frequently in the South-West. Many peo-
ple avail themselves of those excursions
during the summer months and 1
think they would take advantage
of winter excursions, if they were provided.
A burning question in liunhury tm that of
the removal of the 1w- m worksholps. They
are to-day exactly where they were in 199i),
notwithstanding the expansion of the trade
of the port. I know that the REtailway De-
partmcnt hasi advocated their removal. It
means a cost of some 1Z35.O0fl. That will
be an important question for the Minis!ter
when bringing down his Estiniate4. It is
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essential that something should be done.
Another question regarding' the railways
that was not mentioned in the Speech, but
which, I hope, will be considered, is the
superannuation scbeme. This scheme wvas
turned down by a big majority, it being
foiund altogether impossible for any work-
ing mian. It meant nothing abort of a re-
duction of wages. Uinder that scheme a
luau would have to pay as much onl account
of his superannuation as he now pays in
reat. An improved scheme should be
brought forward for the rnilway men, be-
cause after having brought up a fanily a
man, on being retired front his position,
has practically nothing whatever to depend
upon.

Mr. Mann,: Superannuation has worked
welt in the Police Department.

The Minister for Railways: Why it is
absolutely insolvent!

.Mr. WITHERS: Another question affect-
ing the Railway flvepartment is the long
service leave, which wvas lost by one vote.
I hope that will be given further considera-
tion. The men of the service are very much
disappointed at having missed the conces-
don after getting so close to it.

Mr. Lathamn: That is a matter for the
Government.

Mr. J. H. Smith: The Government could
grant it to-morrow.

.Mr. WITHERS: Then there is the ques-
tion of Government hospitals in the country.
Indigent people going into those hospitals
are forced to Ivy, even though they cannot
afford it. I know of a man with a family
of seven children who, after his wife had
been in hospital, wvag met witb a bill of
£22 ]2s. 6d. He went on paying it off as
well as he could from time to time, but
eventually fell ill himself. With nothing
coming in for iweeks, naturally he got into
arrears with this hospital account. Then
he received a summons for those arrears,
and with it a bill for £.1 9s. eostii. I know
of another instance of a man who fell into
arrears in similar circumstances and who
bad exactly the same exoerienee. Since we
have these Government institutions for the
relief of the sick, there should he goame
tribunal to 'zo into such cases and treat
thenm on their Merits. Again, I have it on
good authority that the food supplied to
patients at those hospitals is not of a
nourishing nature. One patient I know of,
requiring special food and beingr enable to
pay for it, received that fond through the
kindness of the doctor. Now one more
point and I am finished: T hope the Gov-
ernment will be able, if not this session at
all events next session, to raise the esemn-
tion from ineonme tax. Tt is one of the
planks of their party platform.

Mr. Ljatham,: Raise it to what, 91.0001
Mr. WITHERS: No, f100 would do for

the time being, and would bring it into line
with the Commonwealth exemptions. One
man. attending a denutation to the Minister
for Railways recently, told the MVinister that
the policy of the party was a means of ratis-
ing revenue. If that he so, I think we

ought to be able to use that policy as a
means of raising the exemption from in-
come tax. I hope that when the Estimates
come down we shall find in them provision
in respect of some of the matters I have
mentioned; if not I shall take occasion to
mention them all again.

On motion by Mr. Mann, dbate
journed.

House adjourned at 10.8 p.

tegtIaative tounct.
Wedntesday, 6it. August, 19t4.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-ARBITRATION ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Hrn. A. LOVEXIN asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Will he supply details of the
expenditure incurred in connection with
the Royal Commission appointed to in-
quire into the working of the Industrial
Arbitration Act and other matters? 2,
Will he lay upon the Table the file cover-
ing the appointment and dissolution of
the commission?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1 and 2, The file, including details of
expenditure, has been placed on the Table
to-day.

QUTESTION--CATTLE FROM NORTH-
WEST, EMBARGO.

Hon. J1. EWING asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Will be lay on the Table of
the House papers dealing with the raising
of the embargo on tick cattle from tho
North-West entering the southern portion
of the State ? 2, How many of these
cattle have entered the southern districts
since the embargo was removed?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
I ami tabling the file this afternoon, but
I ask that the other portion of the ques-
tion be postponed until to-morrow.
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